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INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 

AND CLOSING CEREMONIES 

Tuesday, May 27, 2025 

[Hans and Franz Video Plays] 

CHAIRMAN FUNKEY:  Thank you Hanz and Franz for being 

part of our pumped up International Moose Convention.  

Good Morning!  We have an inspirational session ahead as 

we bring to an end, the 137th Meeting of The Moose 

Fraternity, the 113th Annual Conference of the Women of the 

Moose and the 59th Annual Moose Legion Conference.  To 

start, we have one more video message from our friends 

Hans and Franz.  Thank you, Hans and Franz, for being part 

of our pumped-up International Moose Convention!  I am 

happy to announce that during The Moose 3rd Session held 

Monday, May 26th, we received $468,830.69 during the 

March of Checks.  On behalf of the Moose International 
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Board of Directors we thank you for all your fundraising 

efforts. We can’t do it without you, we can only provide you 

with the direction and the tools, but without you we can’t do 

anything.  So thank you from the bottom of our hearts.  I now 

call to the podium our Credentials Chairman, Thomas 

Kronenburg, for the final registration report.  

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN THOMAS B. 

KRONENBURG: Good Morning Moose family!  I hope you 

had a great time here in my hometown in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin.  Chairman Funkey.  Chief Executive Officer Hart, 

Representatives, Brothers and Sisters, this will be the final 

report of the 2025 Credentials Committee. 

We, the undersigned members of the Credentials Committee 

hereby certify that 3,148 Representatives, Past Presidents, 

Past Regents and Alternates have been registered and that 
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the foregoing is a true and correct report of the 137th 

International Moose Convention.  (Applause) 

In addition, we have registered 1,121 members of The 

Moose for a total registration of 4,269! 

This report respectfully submitted by the Credentials 

Committee, myself as Chairman, Thomas Kronenburg, 

Muskego, Wisconsin Lodge 1057, Carolyn Woods, 

Pasadena, Texas Lodge 1721, Jim Brewer, Lawrenceville, 

Illinois Lodge 779 and Nicole Springsteen, Racine, 

Wisconsin Lodge 437.  Mr. Chairman, this is my final report. 

CHAIRMAN FUNKEY:  Thank you Brother Kronenburg.  

Members, you have heard the report of the Credentials 

Committee.  I will entertain a motion from the floor.  Past 

President Thomas Richardson, Mascoutah, Illinois Lodge 

815.  Second?  Second by Past Governor Frank Brodfuehrer, 
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South Buffalo, New York Lodge 1407.  All in favor vote by the 

normal sign of the Order?   Those opposed?    So carried. 

Now, let’s begin the 2025 Installation Ceremony of The 

Moose, the Women of the Moose and the Moose Legion.  

This morning, we will install into office the dedicated men and 

women of The Moose Fraternity who have been selected, 

either by election, appointment, or by fraternal law, to serve 

The Moose during the 2025 – 2026 year.  The installation 

team will consist of Grand Chancellor Barbara McPherson, 

Chief Executive Officer Scott D. Hart, Junior Past Chairman 

of the Board John R. Sipes and Grand Regent Verna Miller.  

Grand Chancellor McPherson please begin our installation 

ceremony. 

GRAND CHANCELLOR MCPHERSON:  We know many of 

you would like to take pictures during this installation 
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ceremony, and we encourage you to do so, providing it does 

not disrupt the ceremony. 

Let me begin by recognizing our Women of the Moose 

Chapter Advocates, who were installed on Friday morning.  

These ladies give much of their time and talent to work with 

our Chapters to ensure success on a number of fronts.  

Would all Chapter Advocates please rise to be recognized?  

(Applause).  Thank you again for stepping up to serve our 

Chapters in such a meaningful way. 

The members of the Women of the Moose International 

Higher Degrees Board are selected from Chapter members 

who have earned the College of Regents Degree.  Their term 

of office is for a period of two years and each year three new 

members are appointed.  The President of the Women of the 

Moose Higher Degrees Board is appointed from the ranks of 

past members of the Academy of Friendship, Star Recorder 



6  

and College of Regents Boards.  It is the duty of the President 

to conduct the Annual Session for the conferral of all degrees 

of the Women of the Moose, as well as preside over each 

respective Annual Meeting held in conjunction with the 

International Conference. 

Past International Board Members, who will remain on the 

Women of the Moose International Higher Degrees Board, 

please escort the Chapter Members, who have accepted 

appointments, to the center of the platform. 

Accepting appointments to the Women of the Moose 

International Higher Degrees Board are: 

From Lodi, New Jersey Lodge 1971 – Barbara Rose; 

From Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Lodge 804 – Janet 

Shaw; 

From Slidell, Louisiana Lodge 2038 – Karon Swenson; 
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And as President of the Women of the Moose International 

Higher Degrees Board, from Shippensburg, Pennsylvania 

Lodge 2500 – Gloria Weagly. 

Gloria will be installed later this summer, due to illness here 

in Milwaukee.  The Grand Council of the Women of the 

Moose is the policy-making Board in all matters pertaining to 

the Women of the Moose, subject to the approval of the 

Moose International, Inc. Board of Directors.  Each year four 

Chapter members are appointed to serve on the Grand 

Council for a two-year term of office.  It is my pleasure to 

announce the names of the incoming Grand Council: 

From Glendale, Arizona Lodge 2243 – Vicki Carmack; 

From North Little Rock, Arkansas Lodge 942 – Lisa 

Reynolds; 

From Roxboro, North Carolina Lodge 2005 – Joyce Walker; 

From Moscow, Idaho Lodge 871 – Geraldine Winters. 
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GRAND CHANCELLOR MCPHERSON:  Incoming board 

members please turn and face the podium.  Incoming Board 

Members and Grand Council, raise your right hand, and 

repeat after me:   

I solemnly pledge - that I will faithfully perform - the duties of 

the office – to which I have been appointed. - I promise that I 

will comply - with the rules and regulations - of the Women of 

the Moose - and be ready to aid other members - when called 

upon. -  I will encourage our members - to increase the 

membership of our Chapters - through membership building 

and retention. - I further promise – to serve the Women of the 

Moose – and will uphold our program and all of its changes 

– to the best of my ability, - so help me God. 

Thank you, you may lower your hand.  Please turn to face 

the audience. 
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New Board Members and Grand Council members, please 

take your assigned seats. 

 CEO HART:  Good morning everybody.  I want to talk about 

some V.I.P.’s here today.  Our incredible Field Staff have 

done an amazing job of serving you this Convention as your 

Assistant Outer Guards, Assistant Inner Guards and 

Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms.  Please give them a round of 

applause in appreciation for a job well done!   

Just as Grand Chancellor McPherson recognized the 

Chapter Advocates, I would like to call attention to the Moose 

Legion Area Managers.  These men work hard to assist, 

guide and grow our Moose Legion jurisdictions.  Would our 

Moose Legion Area Managers please stand to be recognized 

with a round of applause.  (Applause)  Thank you for making 

the Moose Legion stronger, wiser and full of fun!   
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Now for those elected, appointed or named at this 137th 

International Moose Convention, as I call your name, you will 

take a place on the stage as directed by Past Supreme 

Governor Joseph Serwa.   

To the Supreme Forum 

For a 1-year term as Chief Justice: 

Howard DeRose – Branson, Missouri Lodge 2692 

For a 7-year term: 

James Hudack – Huntingdon, Pennsylvania Lodge 223 

To the Judiciary Committee 

For a 2-year term as Chairman: 

Peter Harrigan – Lindenhurst, New York Lodge 1421 

For a 2-year term: 

Hugh John Dougherty – Bel Air, Maryland Lodge 1952 

Sherry Roach – Copperas Cove, Texas Lodge 2029 
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Katherine Coppinger – Thompsonville, Connecticut Lodge 

1525 

To the Pilgrim Council 

For a one-year term as Pilgrim President:  

Harry L. Johnston – Greeley-Evans, Colorado Lodge 909 

For a 2-year unexpired term: 

Rodney A, Hammond – Kissimmee, Florida Lodge 2056 

For a 5-year term: 

John R. Sipes – Galion, Ohio Lodge 303 

To the Moose Legion Council 

For a one-year term as President: 

Robert Helton Shaw – Greensboro, North Carolina Lodge 

685 

For a one-year term as Vice President: 

Steve Hennen – Ortonville, Minnesota Lodge 407 
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For a one-year term as Junior Past International 

President:  

Ronny D. Serio – Knoxville, Tennessee Lodge 1560 

For a two-year term as Moose Legion Councilman: 

Ted Burton – Meridian, Mississippi Lodge 1628 
 
Henry Carrell – Crawfordsville, Indiana Lodge 6 
 
To the Heart of the Community Committee 

For a 2-year term as Chairman: 

Greg Muter – Sylvania, Ohio Lodge 1579 

For a two-year term:  

Laura Bliss – Longmont, Colorado Lodge 1548 

Joe Trapp – Sabina, Ohio Lodge 1244 

Darcey Segatti-West – Rapid City, South Dakota Lodge 1137 

To the Activities Committee 

For a 2- year term as Chairwoman: 
 
Stephanie Aanonsen – Green Bay, Wisconsin Lodge 801 
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For a 2-year term: 
 
Lisa Wise – Lindenwold, New Jersey Lodge 548 
 
Todd Anderson – Panama City, Florida Lodge 1389 
 
To the Loss Prevention Committee: 

For a 2-year term: 

Sharon M. Davis – Anniston, Alabama Lodge 1669 

Larry Konieczny – Dale City, Virginia Lodge 2165 

Sam Hoffman, Sr. – Lodi, California Lodge 634 

Boards of Directors 

To the Mooseheart Board of Directors: 

John R. Sipes, Chairman – Galion, Ohio Lodge 303 

Nanci Statler – Newport, North Carolina Lodge 2194 

Daniel Humphreys – Erwin, Tennessee Lodge 939 

Jamie Ellis – Indiana, Pennsylvania Lodge 174 

Andrew VonVille – Marietta, Ohio Lodge 1823 
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James Floyd – Henderson, Kentucky Lodge 732 

Kellee Chwala – Kenosha, Wisconsin Lodge 286 

To the Moosehaven Board of Directors: 

Bruce T. Masopust, Chairman – Lodi, New Jersey Lodge 

1971 

Terry Treadwell – Woodbridge, Virginia Lodge 583 

Susan Grooms – Miamisburg, Ohio Lodge 1645 

Dan Oneal – Orlando, Florida Lodge 766 

Karyn Johnson – Monroe, Wisconsin Lodge 754 

William “Bill” Thompson – Yuba City, California Lodge 1204 

Scott Kern – Sanford, Florida Lodge 1851 

To the Moose Charities Board of Directors: 

Bruce J. Berger, Chairman – Sellersville, Pennsylvania 

Lodge 1539 

Leonie “Lea” Richardson – Mascoutah, Illinois Lodge 815 

Donald Ridenhour – Salem, Virginia Lodge 2573 
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Michael Shane – Hobart, Indiana Lodge 783 

Patty Cavanaugh – East Mesa, Arizona Lodge 2082 

Don Berrill – Sarnia, Ontario Lodge 1046 

Julie Anderson – Panama City, Florida Lodge 1389 

Officers of Moose International, Inc, 

For Moose International Board Director 

For a four-year term: 

Sandy Johnston – Longmont, Colorado Lodge 1548 

Dan Prouty – Newark, Ohio Lodge 499 

For Moose International Board Director/Chaplain 

For a 1-year term: 

Brian J. Toseki – Muncy Valley, Pennsylvania Lodge 866 

For Vice Chairman of the Moose International Board of 

Directors 

For a 1-year term: 

Mark J. K. Penzkover – Muskego, Wisconsin Lodge 1057 
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Chief Financial Officer   

Kristin Peterson – Batavia, Illinois Lodge 682 

Chief Compliance Officer  

Rick King – Mooseheart, Illinois Lodge 2655 

Moose International Sergeant-at-Arms 

Jon Kunze – Bellefontaine, Ohio Lodge 2563 

Moose International Inner Guard 

Sean Smith – Wyoming, Michigan Lodge 763 

Moose International Outer Guard 

Christopher Pedone – Cocoa, Florida Lodge 1717 

And myself as Chief Executive Officer, Scott D. Hart – 

Mooseheart, Illinois Lodge 2655. 

Jr. Past Chairman of the Board John Sipes, you may now 

proceed to install these officers and committeemen and 

women for the ensuing year. 
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INSTALLING OFFICER JOHN R. SIPES:  Everyone on 

stage, raise your right hand and repeat after me, using your 

name where I use mine: 

I, John R. Sipes, (PAUSE) 

do most solemnly promise (PAUSE) 

that I will diligently and faithfully (PAUSE) 

perform the duties of the position (PAUSE) 

to which I have been elected or appointed. 

(PAUSE) 

I hereby rededicate myself to the high ideals (PAUSE) 

on which this noble fraternity (PAUSE) was established. 

Thank you.  You may lower your hand and return to your 

places in this room. 

GRAND CHANCELLOR BARB MCPHERSON:  Past Grand 

Regent Debby Evans, please escort Grand Regent Verna 

Miller to the center of the platform. 
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Verna, on behalf of the Women of the Moose members 

everywhere, I extend deep appreciation to you for the service 

you have rendered to the Women of the Moose as Grand 

Regent.   

The Women of the Moose had a most successful year under 

your leadership.  I know you will continue to promote the 

international program of the Women of the Moose as a Past 

Grand Regent and as a trusted advisor. 

Moving forward, you will serve the Women of the Moose as 

Past Grand Regent, and accordingly will accept the pledge 

of support taken by every Grand Regent upon leaving office. 

 Please raise your right hand and repeat after me.  

I sincerely renew my pledge - to the Women of the Moose - 

that I will continue - to diligently serve our fraternity - and 

encourage Chapters - to persist in their dedication - to 
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Mooseheart, Moosehaven - and to our programs of 

community service. –  

I further pledge that I will always - uphold the high ideals - 

and principles of the Women of the Moose - so help me God.  

Thank you, you may lower your hand. 

Past Grand Regent Debby, remove the Grand Regent’s stole 

and invest Verna with a long white stole, the regalia of a Past 

Grand Regent. 

Verna, as a token of our love and appreciation for your year 

of dedication to the Women of the Moose as Grand Regent, 

I am pleased to present you with the Past Grand Regent's 

medallion, as a symbol of your office during the 2024 - 2025 

year. 

Past Grand Regent Debby, escort newly installed Jr. Past 

Grand Regent Verna Miller to her chair. 
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The Grand Regent is the presiding officer for the meetings of 

the Grand Council and International Higher Degrees Board 

and the Annual International Conference of the Women of 

the Moose. 

It is a pleasure to announce that the Chapter member who is 

receiving this honor is from Sarnia, Ontario Chapter 971. The 

incoming Grand Regent is Dawn Gark. 

GRAND CHANCELLOR MCPHERSON:  Past Grand 

Regent Verna Miller please escort the incoming Grand 

Regent to the podium. 

GRAND CHANCELLOR MCPHERSON: Incoming Grand 

Regent Dawn Gark, please raise your right hand and repeat 

after me.   

I solemnly and sincerely pledge - to perform faithfully and 

willingly - the duties of the office of Grand Regent. - I will 

strive earnestly - to be worthy of the confidence - which has 
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been entrusted to me - to the best of my ability. - I will lead 

the members and Chapters - to greater heights in our 

fraternal program - and will ever strive to increase the 

membership - of the Women of the Moose - through 

membership building and retention. - I pledge to serve the 

Women of the Moose - and will uphold our program - to the 

best of my ability - so help me God. 

GRAND CHANCELLOR MCPHERSON:  Thank you, you 

may lower your hand. 

The regalia of the Grand Regent is the white cowl, lined in 

purple and edged in red, which are the official colors of the 

Women of the Moose.  The tassel is white. 

Past Grand Regent Miller, you may invest Grand Regent 

Dawn with the regalia of the Grand Regent. 

GRAND CHANCELLOR MCPHERSON:  I take great pride 

in presenting to you the Grand Regent of the Women of the 
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Moose, for the 2025 - 2026 term of office, Dawn Gark.  Past 

Grand Regent Verna Miller, please escort Grand Regent 

Dawn to the lectern and present her with the symbol of her 

authority - the gavel.  Grand Regent Dawn will now address 

you. 

GRAND REGENT DAWN GARK (Sarnia, Ontario Chapter 

971 / Lodge 1046):   And now, they want me to talk!! 

Good Morning everyone.  Well, here we are in Milwaukee—

2025’s version of the 2020 non-convention. I’m not sure how 

you all feel, but I think this adventure has absolutely lived up 

to the anticipation of coming back! I believe there is truth in 

the adage that everything happens for a reason.  

I gotta tell ya a story. My sister and I are the same age for 2 

months every year. So, when it’s her birthday and she’s older 

than me again, I treat her to some adult beverages to 

celebrate it—I mean you gotta rub it in right—isn’t that what 
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younger sisters do?  Anyways, when I was heading out to 

meet her, the mail lady was putting the flag up on the mailbox 

so I grabbed it on the way through. In the pile, I found an 

envelope from the office of the Grand Chancellor. Now, have 

you ever had your boss call you into the office at quitting time 

on a Friday---like, you get that lead ball feeling which 

suddenly appears in the pit of your stomach because we all 

know that nothing good ever comes from that right!?!  I 

tossed it on the seat and sat there staring at it and trying to 

remember what I may have done to get a letter.  Was I in 

trouble?!  Well, I guess that depends on your perspective as 

I take on this new role. 

I would like to thank Grand Chancellor Mic-Furson and CEO 

Hart for offering me the overwhelming opportunity of serving 

as your Grand Regent this year. An opportunity that I am 

certain will provide adventures and challenges, as well as 
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promote friendships and personal growth along the way.  And 

if you would humour me, I would like to recognize the support 

from my husband and favorite pool boy Gord, our kids 

William, Rebecca and Bobby and of course our number one 

babysitter of the past, my mom.  I would also be remiss if 

thanks weren’t offered to each of you as well. This Moose 

team has always been at our best when we work together. 

Moving forward, giving back. What a great campaign. Not so 

long ago, I was wishing we could go back to simpler times, 

when having fun was just what we did. Then I got to thinking 

about how far we have come since 1984. I mean, I had to 

convince my dad to join so that I could become a member. 

How many of you remember shopping for formal gowns just 

so we could attend some chapter meetings?  Carrying a 

laptop to meetings is much easier than all those big heavy 

ledgers.  Yup, we have had some bumpy years in the name 
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of progress; but I believe we are—now—right where we are 

supposed to be. Our leaders both past and current, have 

always guided us to the right path. Remember, if we don’t 

embrace the change, we will cease to exist. That would make 

the giving back part pretty tough to do.  

This last year has presented our chapters with some 

challenges for sure. The least of which is the loss of 

members. I believe our membership is going to rebound 

though-- because as moms to the Mooseheart children, we 

all know we will make sure they have every opportunity to 

succeed when they are grown. We know our Moosehaven 

population will continue to grow, and we all recognize that it’s 

up to us to ensure they receive the love and respect they so 

richly deserve.  

The difficulties and challenges experienced by many in the 

world today are vast. I believe our dedication to helping those 
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most vulnerable souls, will help us continue to make a 

difference in our communities.  

I believe the Women of the Moose are here to stay and we 

will continue to give back for many, many more years to 

come. The alternative is just unacceptable. 

Do you agree with me?  (Applause) Do you believe it?  

(Applause) 

Then, if we believe it, we will achieve it. This is our year. 

Thank you. 

 

CEO HART:  Thank you Dawn.  That’s awesome, how about 

another round of applause.  We look forward to hearing about 

all your adventures in the year ahead as Grand Regent – 

congratulations!   

(Presentations to outgoing Chairman Robert K. Funkey) 
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Brother Chairman Funkey, for the last few moments, can you 

join me up here?  First, medallion as Past Board Chairman.  

Next is your name badge as Junior Past Chairman of the 

Board.  We also have a very distinguished Past Chairman of 

the Board diamond encrusted ring for you.  Here is an 

engraved plaque that says “ Presented to Robert K. Funkey, 

Past Chairman of the Board – with appreciation and sincere 

gratitude for invaluable service rendered.”  Thank you, 

Brother.  Then for Cathy, we have a beautiful pendant to wear 

because we know Bob couldn’t have done this without you.   

You two make an absolutely, amazing team together and 

really pumped up our Lodges around the fraternity and 

encouraged them and their community service efforts.  

Thank you.  
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Now, elected to the office of Chairman of the Board of 

Directors for the term 2025 – 2026 is none other than John 

R. Reiter of Inverness, Florida Lodge 2112. 

Brother Chairman Reiter, present yourself at the lectern in 

order that you may be officially installed into office.  

INSTALLING OFFICER SIPES: Brother John, place your left 

hand over your heart, raise your right hand, state your name 

where I state mine, and then remain silent and attend to the 

obligation, which you will assume in silence. 

I, John R. Sipes, (PAUSE) 

in the presence of Almighty God, and those here assembled, 

(PAUSE) 

do most solemnly and sincerely, reiterate and reaffirm, 

(PAUSE) 

all obligations heretofore taken by me (PAUSE) 

in any and all units of the Moose Fraternity. (PAUSE) 
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I will support the Constitution and General Laws of this 

fraternity (PAUSE) 

and the mandates and orders of those in authority. (PAUSE) 

I will, to the best of my ability, (PAUSE) 

to lead this fraternity to greater heights (PAUSE) 

and continually strive to increase the membership of The 

Moose.  

You will now repeat after me.  To all of which – I pledge 

myself, - on my most sacred honor. 

INSTALLING OFFICER SIPES:  Brother Hart, I present to 

you, Chairman of the Moose International Board of Directors, 

John R. Reiter. 

CEO HART:  Thank you Brother Installing Officer Sipes.  

Members of The Moose, it is indeed an honor and a pleasure 

to present to you, a brother, who walked out of an Iowa corn 

field and right into the Moose.  Elected to office by the 
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delegates attending the 137th Meeting of The Moose, and 

duly installed into office just seconds ago; our brother hailing 

from the Sunshine State, who will serve this fraternity in the 

highest elected office of our fraternity during the year 2025 – 

2026; Chairman of the Moose International Board of 

Directors John R. Reiter. 

CHAIRMAN JOHN R. REITER (Inverness, Florida Lodge 

2112):  I’d like to take this time to recognize a few people for 

their hard work and dedication that got me here.  Frist of all, 

the best association in the fraternity, the FMA!  I’d also like to 

remember three members who are not here with us anymore.  

The first one was my class sponsor, Bill Clause, the second 

was a good friend of mine, Dave Burdick, and the last James 

“Grumpy” Malsbury.  I want to thank all the Past Supreme 

Governors, Past Chairman’s of the Board, the members for 

their guidance and support through these years.  I would 
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really like to thank Ross Fleet for his friendliness and help 

and then I really want to thank two amigos, the two other 

stooges, Harry Johnston and Rodney Hammond.  Thank you 

guys.  Before I get started, I’d like to introduce my family.  My 

sister Joyce Brachman, she’s from Iowa; my youngest 

daughter, Janeen Green and her son Alex; my oldest 

daughter, Jessica Tidwell and her husband James; my 

grandson Tanner and my granddaughter, Mackenzie.  I’d 

also like to recognize the glue that keeps our family together, 

the one that’s been behind me all these years, the love of my 

life, my wife Sharlyn.  CEO Hart, Grand Chancellor 

McPherson, International Board Members, Members of this 

great fraternity, and Guests.  36 years ago, as I sat in an 

enrollment class, like most, I was excited and nervous as 

what this was all about.  I remember listening to the ritual staff 

and the words spoken that night trying to learn what the 



32  

Moose was about. Time has erased most of the words, but a 

few statements have stayed with me throughout all these 

years.  

 I will never forget the Orator, Norman Nix, he was a fairly big 

man who had a deep voice that would draw your attention to 

him. As he took his place on the floor and spoke these words 

“Strong and majestic, the moose is unique in all the animal 

kingdom”, it was like a magnet that attached itself to my brain. 

He continued to say, “The moose uses his size and strength 

not to dominate, but to protect”. 

These sayings have held true since the beginning of the 

Moose fraternity. How strange is it that in 1888 Dr. John 

Henry Wilson and his friends would choose the Moose as the 

name of the fraternal organization?  They had no clue as to 

what the future would have in store and how appropriate the 

Moose would be as a mascot.  How could they ever know 
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that James J. Davis would create Mooseheart and 

Moosehaven, and like the Moose animal, the newly founded 

organization uses its strength to protect the young at 

Mooseheart and our seniors at Moosehaven. Our Moose 

Fraternity has never tried to dominate the outside world, but 

just like the animal, we move quietly and use our strength to 

protect.  As members of this esteemed fraternity, we are 

bound by a common purpose that goes beyond camaraderie 

and fellowship; it is our duty to uplift and safeguard those 

around us. The Moose Fraternity has long been a beacon of 

support in our communities. Our guiding principles instill in 

us the values of kindness, compassion, and accountability. 

We are not just brothers and sisters in The Moose; we are 

guardians.  We have the power and the responsibility to 

make a positive impact in the lives of those who may be 

struggling, or in need of assistance. In a world that can often 
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feel divided and chaotic, our fraternity stands as a reminder 

that unity and empathy can prevail. Protecting others means 

being vigilant and aware, lending a helping hand to those 

facing adversity, and standing up for what is right. Whether 

it’s through our charitable initiatives, community service, or 

simply offering a listening ear, we have the opportunity to 

create meaningful change. While remembering that 

protecting others is not just about taking-action in times of 

crisis; it’s about fostering an environment where everyone 

feels valued and safe. We must strive to be role models, 

demonstrating the virtues of respect and understanding in 

our daily lives. By doing so, we not only strengthen our 

fraternity but also inspire others to join us in our mission. As 

Moose members we donate time and money to help 

members of our community when they are in need. We use 

our size and strength to protect them and help them. Part of 
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this protection can be seen with the Tommy Moose Dolls. 

How rewarding it is to see and hear stories of how these dolls 

bring comfort to a child going through a crisis. That doll is 

letting them know that we are there and care for them. It lets 

them and their families know that the Moose will protect 

them. I hope as Moose members, you are as proud as I am 

in how our fraternity gives back and steps up to help those in 

need.   

“Strong and Majestic, the Moose is unique” yes, we are 

unique.  Members like you, do wonderful things for each 

other and our communities. We are always giving back. 

Almost daily you can read or hear about our members 

helping others in need. Lodges and associations help each 

other when disasters like flooding, tornadoes, hurricanes, 

and fires come into play. Like the moose, we are unique in 

many ways.  
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What other organization will you find its members donating 

thousands of hours running Lodges, doing community 

service, and raising funds for the operation of Mooseheart 

and Moosehaven. The success of the Moose Fraternity is 

because of you, our members, who believe in our fraternal 

pledge. It’s because of your continuation to “Giving Back” 

with donations, of time and or money, in our communities. 

 When you look at how we, as Moose members, have 

adapted and changed over the years proves just how unique 

we are.  Our growth is proof that these changes were the 

right decision. Moving forward is often the hardest thing to 

do. We as members are reluctant to make changes and to 

step out of our comfort zone. But to keep success in our 

Lodges and fraternity we must adapt to a changing society 

and venture into the unknown. “The road to success is often 

blocked with the fear of failure.”  I have shared this quote 
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many times and ask that you, as members, take some 

chances, think outside the box, and provide ideas and ways 

to keep our fraternity moving forward. 

Until recent years, The Moose has been one of the so-called 

secret organizations. With the help of our leaders and social 

media The Moose is fast becoming a common name in our 

communities. We must continue to look into the future, move 

forward and pay it back. 

 Every person in this room has ideas on how we can 

strengthen our fraternity.  Each of you have talents that 

others might not have.  Each of you are willing to help in 

some way, and Each of you come from different 

backgrounds, but the love of our fraternity and what we do as 

Moose members make all of us unique.  As we look to the 

future, let us remember that our mission is not confined to the 

walls of our Lodges. The spirit of the Moose fraternity must 
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be carried into our communities, our neighborhoods, and our 

homes.  Each of us has the power to be a source of strength 

and support for others, and together, we can create a ripple 

effect of positivity that reaches far and wide. Moving Forward, 

I urge each one of you to embody the values of the Moose 

fraternity in your everyday lives. Let us continue to be a pillar 

of support for one another and for those in need. Together, 

we can protect, uplift, and empower, ensuring that the legacy 

of our fraternity endures for generations to come. Thank you. 

(Applause – Standing Ovation) 

CEO HART: Well spoken, Brother Chairman, we appreciate 

it!  Under your leadership, both in both in our communities 

and at Mooseheart and Moosehaven.  We will strive to keep 

The Moose moving forward, while maintaining a steady 

outpouring of generosity for those in need. You love the 

Moose and believe in what we do and we deeply appreciate 
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you stepping into this role as Chairman.  If you would so 

kindly remain here, at the podium.  As a token of our 

appreciation, we have a beautiful framed, inscribed photo of 

you and your beautiful wife.  I present this to you.  To you, 

Brother Chairman, your new name badge and we also have 

your gavel with your name and year as Chairman engraved 

on it.  We also have a beautiful challenge coin with the 

“Moving Forward, Giving Back” campaign theme on it that I 

know you be able to hand out to those who are in great 

service to this fraternity as you move forward.  We do have 

your medallion that passed down from Bob, so we have that 

here.  Congratulations John.  What a remarkable message 

from our Chairman, we hope you take that to heart, and 

again, let’s carry our mission forward.  We will continue to 

protect and provide under John’s leadership, both in our 

communities and at Mooseheart and Moosehaven.  We will 
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strive to keep the Moose moving forward while maintaining a 

steady out pouring of generosity for those in need.  As we 

prepare to saddle up and head out, just like our good friends 

Hans and Franz, it is our hope that you are inspired to keep 

our fraternity moving forward to greater heights.  It won’t be 

easy and it is going to take all of us working together to make 

it happen, but I believe in the power of a united Moose to do 

the unthinkable.  It’s been over 100 years since our mission 

as an organization has increased to care for more precious 

lives.  The vision being that Mooseheart will begin to expand 

outside Illinois and into states, provinces, cities, towns and 

villages across our great fraternity.  Thank you, the members,  

for your commitment to The Moose and in making our 

fraternity bigger, better and stronger every day.  I would love 

to see everyone in this room this morning achieve the 

Preferred Status of the new Fraternal Recognition Program 
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and bring others in your Lodge along, too.  If you volunteered 

your time in the Gift Store or at Registration area this past 

week, or are helping at the Food Bank this afternoon, those 

are all hours you can log in your My Member Record as of 

today.  We also have new General Law changes that go into 

effect on August 1, 2025.  Every qualified individual gets two 

visits, and then please sponsor them into The Moose.  

Finally, later this year, we’ll cut the ribbon on a brand-new 

activity center for our Moosehaven residents.  We can’t wait 

to see our residents enjoying all the fantastic amenities of this 

new state-of-the-art building.  

Now, let’s take all of the energy from our time together 

in Milwaukee and at Mooseheart, and keep working towards 

that one millionth member.  Before we know it, we’ll be 

heading to Oklahoma City and the 138th International Moose 
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Convention.  We’ll be downtown Oklahoma City at the Omni 

Hotel from June 30 – July 3, 2026.   

Let’s take a look at a short video of the sights, sounds 

and attractions of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

(Oklahoma City Video Played) 

Look for convention and hotel registration to open mid-

December, and we hope to see you riding into OKC for our 

138th International Convention! 

Now as we close, a final reminder – the Heart of the 

Community Event will take place this afternoon starting at 

1:00 p.m., which will entail boxing up food for Feeding 

America - Eastern Wisconsin and there will be shuttle bus 

service provided from the Baird Center.  Plan to be there at 

12:45 p.m. to load the bus.  No open toe shoes allowed. 

If you are attending the League of Guardians event tonight, 

it will be held at the Harley Davidson Museum starting at 4:00 
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p.m.  A cash bar and hors d’oeuvres will be served, with 

shuttle bus transportation starting at 3:30 p.m. from the Baird 

Center. 

If you are a new board or committee member and you want 

to get your photo taken, Darryl will be at the Hilton Hotel on 

the 5th floor in the Regency Ballroom anytime between 1:00 

and 1:45 p.m.  Please come and get your picture taken and 

if you’re new and need a name badge, please come and see 

me or Past Supreme Governor Joe Serwa.    

I now call upon Director/Chaplain Mark Penzkover to deliver 

the closing prayer. 

[Two Raps of the Gavel]  

DIRECTOR/CHAPLAIN PENZKOVER: Let us fold our arms 

and bow our heads.  Heavenly Father, we thank you for the 

knowledge we have gained during this this 137th 

International Convention and the friendships we have made 
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and renewed.  We ask that you provide guidance to and bless 

those who have been chosen to lead and those who continue 

to lead our great Fraternity.   

We ask, Dear Lord, that you continue to bless and keep each 

of us safe as we leave Milwaukee and travel back to our 

homes with a renewed sense of fraternalism and a renewed 

commitment to our missions. Please empower each of us to 

return to our Lodges, Chapters, Moose Legions, and 

Associations to spread the good things learned during this 

Convention so that we may continue to do your will. 

As always, we ask that you Bless both Mooseheart and 

Moosehaven and protect the children and seniors entrusted 

to our care. Knowing that to move forward, we must make a 

positive impact on our society by giving back, let us all go 

forward with good thoughts, good words, and good deeds for 

all mankind. In your name we pray, Amen. 
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CHAIRMAN FUNKEY: I now declare the 137th Meeting of 

The Moose Fraternity, the 113th Annual Conference of the 

Women of the Moose and the 59th Annual Moose Legion 

Conference officially adjourned!  [one rap of gavel]  


