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THE MOOSE 2ND SESSION 

Thursday, July 25, 2024 

CEO HART: Good Morning all you beautiful and handsome 

Moose!  As we begin this morning, let’s roll a short video.  

[Hans and Franz Video Plays] 

[Give two raps of gavel] Moose International Inner Guard 

Robert Brasefield, will you please advise Pilgrim Marshal 

Gordie Dailey that we are ready to receive the  

Pilgrim President and the Consistory of Pilgrim Elders. 

PILGRIM MARSHAL GORDIE DAILEY (Iowa City, Iowa 

Lodge 1096): Hear ye!  Hear ye! Hear Ye! The Pilgrim 

President and the Consistory of Pilgrim Elders.  Hear ye!  

Hear ye! Hear Ye! The Pilgrim President and the Consistory 

of Pilgrim Elders.  Hear ye!  Hear ye! Hear Ye! The Pilgrim 

President and the Consistory of Pilgrim Elders. 
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CEO HART:  The Consistory of Pilgrim Elders is made up of 

our Past Supreme Governors and Past Chairman; honored 

men, who have served as Supreme Governor or Chairman 

and presided over our conventions, or have had the honor of 

Past Supreme Governor or Past Chairman conferred upon 

them.  I will introduce these distinguished individuals in the 

order they enter the hall this morning. 

Charles A. Thulin, Mobridge, South Dakota Lodge 1685; 

W. Ray Kesling, St. Albans, West Virginia Lodge 868; 

Thomas C. Hatcher, East Hartford, Connecticut Lodge 1477;  

F. Ross Fleet, Lake Shore, Florida Lodge 2020; 

Eugene Huggins, Batavia, Illinois Lodge 682; 

George W. McCullough, III, Charlotte, North Carolina Lodge 

1113; 

Joseph M. Serwa, Batavia, Illinois Lodge 682; 
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Joseph R. Koons, Danville, Pennslyvania Lodge 1133; 

Danny R. Albert, Lexington, Ohio Lodge 2511; 

Terry L. Walls, Tulsa, Oklahoma Lodge 862; 

Willard Kitchens, Dallas County, Alabama Lodge 1737; 

Bruce J. Berger, Sellersville, Pennsylvania Lodge 1539; 

myself, Mooseheart, Illinois Lodge 2655; and Acting Pilgrim 

President Harry L. Johnston, Greely-Evans, Colorado Lodge 

909. Brothers, please join with me in saluting this 

distinguished group of fraternalists.  Pilgrim Marshal Dailey, 

kindly return to the foyer once again, and inform Moose 

International Board Chairman John R. Sipes that we are 

ready to receive him and the members of the Board of 

Directors.  

PILGRIM MARSHAL DAILEY: Hear ye!  Hear ye! Hear Ye! 

The Chairman and the Board of Directors.  Hear ye!  Hear 
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ye! Hear Ye! The Chairman and the Board of Directors.  Hear 

ye!  Hear ye! Hear Ye! The Chairman and the Board of 

Directors. 

CEO Hart:  As they take the stage, let me introduce them to 

you: Junior Past Chairman Bruce T. Masopust, Lodi, New 

Jersey Lodge 1971; 

Moose International Board Director/Chaplain John R. Reiter, 

Inverness, Florida Lodge 2112; 

Moose International Board Director Mark J. K. Penzkover, 

Muskego, Wisconsin Lodge 1057; 

Moose International Board Director Brian J. Toseki, Muncy 

Valley, Pennsylvania Lodge 866; 

Moose International Board Director Kirk G. Schoepp, 

Williston, North Dakota Lodge 239; 
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Moose International Board Director Sandy Johnston, 

Longmont, Colorado Lodge 1548; 

Moose International Board Director Bruce Snider, 

Woodward, Oklahoma Lodge 452;  

Moose International Board Director Wendy Matthew, 

Chatham, Ontario Lodge 1692; 

myself as Moose International Chief Executive Officer, 

Mooseheart, Illinois Lodge 2655; 

Moose International Vice Chairman Robert K. Funkey, 

Grayling, Michigan Lodge 1162; 

and the Brother serving the 2023-2024 year as your 

Chairman of the Moose International, Inc. Board of Directors, 

John R. Sipes, Galion, Ohio Lodge 303. 

Please join with me in welcoming Brother Chairman Sipes 

and members of the Board of Directors to this session. 
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[One Rap of the Gavel] 

It is now a privilege to present the 11th Annual Moose 

Lifetime Achievement Award.  By last November 1st, each 

Moose Association submitted their nominee for 

consideration to become the recipient of the Lifetime 

Achievement Award.  Shortly after the close of this 

convention, more detailed descriptions of the 

accomplishments of this year’s recipient will be available on 

the www.mooseintl.org website. 

From among all Lodge members during 2023-2024, one has 

been judged, based on the merits of his or her Moose career, 

to be the best among this year’s 43 Association nominees.  

The 2024 Lodge Lifetime Achievement Award recipient 

joined our Moose Fraternity in 1999.  This individual has 

sponsored 344 members into The Moose and 246 members 



7 
 
 
 
 
 

into the Moose Legion.  He earned the Medal of Honor and 

the Elite Ring in 2014.  He has served as a Lodge 

Administrator for 22 years and is a certified Trainer in the 

Washington State/Northern Idaho Moose Association.  He 

has served on the Association Board of Officers and is 

currently a Moose Legion Secretary, having been conferred 

a Fellow in 2005 and a Pilgrim in 2014.  The 2024 Lodge 

Lifetime Achievement Award recipient is none other than 

Fred McHenry of Nisqually Valley, Washington Lodge 1905! 

[Give plaque, allow “a few words” recipient comments] 

CHAIRMAN SIPES:  Thank you very much, CEO Hart.  

Congratulations to Fred on this incredible recognition and 

honor!  

The Order of Business now calls for the Roll Call of the 

Moose International Officers, Boards, and Committees and 
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the Report of the Rules and Order Committee.  Therefore, I 

call upon our Corporate Secretary and Chief Compliance 

Officer, Rick King. 

CORPORATE SECRETARY AND CHIEF COMPLIANCE 

OFFICER RICK KING (Mooseheart, Illinois Lodge 2655):  

Thank you Brother Chairman Sipes, Chief Executive Officer 

Hart, Board of Directors and Representatives to this 136th 

International Moose Convention. The traditional roll call will 

be printed in the proceedings of this Convention.  In the 

interest of time, we will not call names.   

However, in attendance are members of the Board of 

Directors and other Moose International Officers.  In addition, 

we have attending this convention, members of the fraternity 

serving on the Supreme Forum, Pilgrim Council, Moose 

Legion Council, Judiciary Committee, Activities Committee, 
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Loss Prevention Committee, Membership Committee and 

Heart of the Community Committee.   

Also, in attendance, we have the Credentials Committee, 

Finance Committee, Resolutions Committee, and Rules and 

Order Committee, along with the Assistant Moose 

International Sergeants-At-Arms, Assistant Moose 

International Inner Guards and Assistant Moose 

International Outer Guards.  Brother Chairman that 

completes the roll call.   

Now for the Rules & Order Report.  

As commonly understood, this convention is an assembly of 

Representatives, who are determined by and convened 

pursuant to the General Laws of The Moose as the delegates 

for the members of The Moose. This convention must 

operate on a closely controlled schedule and transact a 
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significant amount of business promptly, in leased facilities 

available only for a prearranged length of time. Any 

additional time for meetings would entail considerable 

expense to both the Fraternity and the Representatives 

personally. Maximum effort toward a well-organized 

convention is therefore essential. As such, the Rules and 

Order Committee has drafted rules of order and procedure 

for this 136th Meeting of The Moose and International Moose 

Convention.  

Brother Chairman Sipes, with your permission, I would 

simply like to announce that the Report of the Rules and 

Order Committee has been posted on the Moose 

International website and available there to each and every 

Representative at this Session, Thursday, July 25, 2024. The 

Rules and Order Committee submits such Report as being 
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the appropriate rules of order and procedure for conducting 

this convention. 

Chairman Sipes, that completes the Report of the Rules and 

Order Committee, and I move for its adoption. 

Respectfully submitted, Rick King, Mooseheart, Illinois 

Lodge No. 2655; Donald Snovel, Chairman, Palmer, Alaska 

Lodge 793; Peter N. Harrigan, Lindenhurst, New York Lodge 

1421; Noleta “Sam” Harris, Spencer, North Carolina Lodge 

2019; Patti Haus, Cloquet, Minnesota Lodge 1274 and 

Cheryl Volden, Ventura, California Lodge 1394.   

CHAIRMAN SIPES:  Brothers and sisters, you have heard 

the motion to accept the Report of the Rules and Order 

Committee.  Do I have a second?  Any questions on the 

motion?  Let us vote by the usual sign of The Moose.  All in 
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favor?   Opposed?   The motion carries. Now please continue 

with the next report. 

CHIEF COMPLIANCE OFFICER KING:  Chairman of the 

Board Sipes, CEO Hart, Members of the Board of Directors, 

Delegates and Representatives of the 136th International 

Convention and Members all. 

I am privileged to present the report of the Compliance 

Office. The principle purposes of our Fraternity are stated in 

the Constitution and By-Laws of Moose International and 

The Moose: unite persons of good character in bonds of 

fraternity, benevolence and charity, to assist members and 

their families in times of need, and render particular service 

to children in need and our aged members and their 

spouses. The Moose shines bright as the premier example 

of men and women united to accomplish these purposes and 
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make our neighborhoods, our cities, our states, our 

provinces and countries a better place. 

One of the biggest rights our Lodges have is our Private 

Policy. Any violation of the Private Policy places our fraternity 

at risk of being declared a “public accommodation”. If we 

were classified a public accommodation, we would lose this 

tax-exempt status, the right to choose our own members, 

and the privilege of adopting our own laws. Losing our status 

would also make our endowment fund vulnerable to 

compensatory and punitive damage awards arising out of 

private and class action lawsuits. This would be a significant 

risk for our fraternal assets and could impact our ability to 

support Mooseheart and Moosehaven. 

Uncontrolled entry into our Moose homes is not 

tolerated and puts the Lodge at a high risk of losing their tax-
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free status “just to make a few extra dollars.”  Making 

purchases in our Lodge homes is a privilege of membership 

extended to those who pay their dues and are good standing 

members. It is not worth jeopardizing your Lodge’s very 

existence over something as unnecessary as selling to a 

non-member. 

Lodge Board of Officers, it is extremely important that as 

an officer of your Lodge that you understand the difference 

between friendship and business.  As an officer, it is your 

duties to be part of all board decisions and follow the General 

Laws that your office requires. As a Board, it is your 

responsibility to operate a profitable Lodge.  If you are 

allowing a bartender to over-serve a member or allow a 

member to leave your Lodge impaired, you place your 

Lodge’s future at risk.  The proper handling of decorum 
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issues within a Lodge is very important part of the 

responsibility of the Board. 

It is very evident from visiting Lodges that many believe 

that since they have the “new card reader” for entrance into 

the social quarters that everybody is a member.  The 

problem here is what about that person who just followed Joe 

in the door when he used his card or the person that walks 

through an opened door as someone was leaving.  It should 

be the responsibility of the bartender to check all 

membership cards regardless of who the person is.  This one 

person that just walked into your “private organization” and 

made a purchase in the social quarters just might be a state 

or federal agent.  Yes, this has happened several times and 

has cost the Lodge steep fines and even to be shut down for 

a period of time. 
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With the new Moose smartphone App, your membership 

card should always be with you.  I can bet that most everyone 

today never leaves home without their phone.  Please make 

sure that membership cards are being checked upon entry 

or prior to a purchase being made. 

The Compliance Office is primarily responsible to 

interpret and ensure our Fraternity’s compliance with its 

Constitution and associated General Laws, to hear and 

decide disciplinary matters of members, Officers, Lodges, 

Chapters, units or degrees and perform duties as required 

by the CEO and Board of Directors. 

The Compliance Office is obligated to upholding “The 

Private Policy” for the protection of our tax-free status and 

Constitutional Right of Privacy as listed in the General Laws 

on pages 133-135. By following all of the requirements set 
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forth, The Moose will be able to continue our mission and 

continue to “Embrace our Committees”. 

The General Laws are the Lodges best guide to 

implementing a successful fraternal operation. After much 

discussion between committees on Fraternal Recognition, 

General Law changes and updates to The General Laws 

there will be no changes this year to vote on. However, next 

year at Milwaukee it is very likely that changes will be 

presented to the delegates in attendance for their review and 

action. 

When you call our office at Moose International, on most 

occasions you will be greeted and assisted by Administrative 

Assistant Tina Kerfoot or Sr. Compliance Officer Bethany 

Bowser. I invite you to stop by our table and meet the 
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Compliance Team. These two team members are greatly 

appreciated for all they do for the office. 

Chairman Sipes, the written report regarding 

dispensations, mergers, charter forfeitures, revocations, etc. 

will be published in the convention proceedings in its entirety, 

this concludes the report of the Compliance Office. 

CHAIRMAN SIPES:  Thank you, Rick.  To accept the Report 

of the International Compliance Office, I will entertain a 

motion from the floor.  Second?  Any questions on the 

motion?  All in favor vote by the sign of The Moose.  

Opposed?   So carried.   

I now call to the podium to present the report of Moose 

International Supreme Forum, Supreme Forum Chief Justice 

Danny Williams. 
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SUPREME FORUM CHIEF JUSTICE DANIEL R. 

WILLIAMS, SR. (Berkeley Springs, West Virginia Lodge 

1483):  Chief Executive Officer Scott Hart, Board of Directors 

Chairman John Sipes, Board of Directors, and all my 

brothers and sisters, members of “The Moose”. 

The Supreme Forum consists of seven (7) Lodge 

members and are designated as Justices of the Supreme 

Forum, including the Chief Justice. It is my pleasure to 

introduce the dedicated members of the Supreme Forum for 

the 2023-2024 Moose year: 

Dwaine G. Brown, Galion, Ohio Lodge 303; 

Howard R. DeRose, Branson, Missouri Lodge 2692; 

Larry Janisse, Tunkhannock, Pennsylvania Lodge 1276; 

Susan W. Riggle, Jeffersontown, Kentucky Lodge 2127; 

Tony P. Lowman, Meridian, Mississippi Lodge 1628;  
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Patricia Cihak, Charm City East, Maryland Lodge 70, (who 

couldn’t be with us due to husband’s illness). 

I am Daniel R. Williams, Sr., Berkeley Springs, West Virginia 

Lodge 1483 serving as Chief Justice. 

The Supreme Forum has appellate jurisdiction in all 

cases of appeal or reference from the decisions, orders, or 

judgments of the Judiciary Committee, Moose International, 

Inc. Board of Directors, or Chief Compliance Officer. Any 

decision or order, or judgment made by the Supreme Forum 

shall be final and conclusive unless otherwise directed by the 

Supreme Forum. 

This year, ten (10) cases came before the Supreme 

Forum.  They involved undesirables from their current 

Lodges to transfer to new Lodges, suspension of 3 and 6 
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months of memberships in current Lodges and to being 

expelled from the fraternity. 

These individual cases included sexual harassment, 

forged Lodge Records and generally not operating under the 

General Laws of The Moose.  The decision of the Chief 

Compliance Officer was upheld in every case except one. 

As my seven-year term comes to an end at this 

Convention, it has been a privilege and an honor to serve 

with all of the members of the Supreme Forum. At this time, 

we submit this report and move for its adoption.     

Respectfully submitted, Daniel R. Williams, Sr., Chief 

Justice, Supreme Forum 2023-2024. 

CHAIRMAN SIPES:  Thank you, Danny.  To accept the 

Report of the Supreme Forum, I will entertain a motion from 
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the floor.  Second?  Any question on the motion?  All in favor 

vote by the sign of The Moose.  Opposed?   So carried.   

At this time, please welcome Chairman Donald Snovel to the 

podium to give the Judiciary Committee Report.    

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN DONALD SNOVAL 

(Palmer, Alaska Lodge 793): I’m happy to report there are no 

changes to the General Laws being proposed by the Moose 

Board of Directors or appeals forwarded from the Chief 

Compliance Office for the Judiciary Committee review this 

year. 

I would like to introduce the Moose International 

Judiciary Committee: 

Peter Harrigan of Lindenhurst, New York Lodge 1421 

Noleta Harris of Spencer, North Carolina Lodge 2019 

Cheryl Volden of Ventura, California Lodge 1394 
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Patti Haus of Cloquet, Minnesota Lodge 1274  

And I’m Donald Snovel of Palmer, Alaska Lodge 793 

Thank You and Enjoy the rest of your time in New Orleans. 

CHAIRMAN SIPES: Thank you, Don.  My Moose Brothers 

and Sisters, you have heard the motion to approve the report 

of the Judiciary Committee.  Do I have a second from the 

floor?  All in favor vote by the sign of the Moose.  Opposed?  

So carried.   

WELL, GOOD MORNING TO ONE AND ALL!  WE ARE 

WELL UNDERWAY IN THIS SECOND SESSION OF THE 

136th MEETING OF “THE MOOSE”… AND THE 112th 

CONFERENCE OF THE WOMEN OF THE MOOSE. 

LAST EVENING AT THE OPENING SESSION…IT 

WAS SO VERY APPROPRIATE TO BEGIN OUR 

CONVENTION WITH THE REPORTS OF THE TWO 
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“CROWN JEWELS” OF OUR ORGANIZATION.  TO 

HEAR…AND SEE…AND TO WITNESS…WHAT EACH OF 

US…THROUGH OUR LODGES…OUR CHAPTERS AND 

OUR MOOSE LEGIONS…WHAT WE DO TO SUPPORT 

BOTH MOOSEHEART (OUR CHILD CITY) AND 

MOOSEHAVEN (OUR CITY OF CONTENTMENT).  WHAT 

HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED SHOULD 

CERTAINLY…MAKE EACH OF US “PROUD” TO BE A 

MOOSE MEMBER! 

AS MY WIFE LINDA AND I TRAVELED ACROSS THIS 

GREAT COUNTRY…VISITING YOUR ASSOCIATIONS 

AND LODGES…WE WERE ALWAYS GREETED WITH A 

WARM WELCOME.  NO MATTER OUR 

DESTINATION...YOU EXTENDED YOUR HAND OF 

FRIENDSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP. 
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AS WE TRAVELED TO THE NORTH…SOUTH…EAST 

AND WEST…AND EVERYWHERE IN BETWEEN…YOU 

PROUDLY SHOWED US YOUR BEAUTIFUL LODGE 

HOMES.   WE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO ONCE 

AGAIN…SEE OLD FRIENDS…AND WE HAVE MADE SO 

MANY NEW FRIENDS THAT IT IS HARD TO COUNT!   

WE HAVE DINED TOGETHER…PLAYED GAMES 

TOGETHER…AND HAVE DISCUSSED YOUR STORIED 

PAST OF HOW YOUR LODGES HAVE WORKED 

THROUGH THE HARD TIMES…SEEING THE LIGHT AT 

THE END OF THE TUNNEL …AND TOGETHER HAVE 

CREATED A BRIGHT FUTURE FOR YOUR CURRENT 

MEMBERS AND YOUR FUTURE MEMBERS AS WELL! 

IN EACH OF OUR BUSY LIVES…YOU HAVE GIVEN 

OF YOURSELVES FOR THE BETTERMENT OF YOUR 
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LODGE…YOUR CHAPTER…YOUR MOOSE LEGIONS… 

AND YOUR ASSOCIATIONS. 

YOU HAVE JOINED WITH YOUR BROTHER AND 

SISTER MOOSE… TO NOT ONLY SUPPORT YOUR 

LOCAL UNITS IN SOCIAL AND FUNDRAISING 

EVENTS…BUT COLLECTIVLY … HAVE ASPIRED TO 

LOOK TOWARD THE FUTURE…BELIEVING IN THE 

STATEMENT…THAT A BURDEN HEAVY TO ONE…IS 

BORNE LIGHTLY BY MANY…TO CREATE A “BRIGHT 

FUTURE”.  THE BEST FUTURE POSSIBLE FOR OUR 

CHILDREN AT MOOSEHEART…AND OUR SENIOR 

MEMBERS AT MOOSEHAVEN.  THIS IS 

AGAIN…ANOTHER MOMENT TO BE “PROUD” TO BE A 

MOOSE! 
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AS LINDA AND I TRAVELD ACROSS OUR 

FRATERNITY…WE HAVE EXPERIENCED THE ATLANTIC 

OCEAN…THE PACIFIC OCEAN AND THE GULF OF 

MEXICO.  WE HAVE EXPERIENCED THE MOUNTAIN 

RANGES…THE GREAT PLAINS…THE DESERTS… THE 

BEAUTIFUL WOODLANDS AS WELL AS THE GREAT 

LAKES OF THE MIDWEST. 

WE WISH TO THANK THE ASSOCIATIONS FOR 

AWESOME MOOSE RIDER MOTORCYCLE ESCORTS… 

(MY FIRST OPPORTUNITY TO SIT ON A HARLEY 

DAVIDSON MOTORCYCLE IN HALF A CENTURY!) … THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO SHOOT MUSKETS IN THE ORIGINAL 

COLONIES OF THIS COUNTRY….TO CATCHING CRABS 

IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST (NO WAIT…THAT DID 

NOT COME OUT AS PLANNED!)…GOING “CRABBING” IN 
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THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST…PULLING CRAB POTS… 

AND THEN ENJOYING THE CRABS FOR LUNCH.  LINDA 

EVEN GOT A CHANCE TO DRIVE THE BOAT! 

WE HAD THE PRIVILEDGE TO VISIT THE FINAL 

RESTING PLACE OF “JAMES J. DAVIS”…THE FOUNDER 

OF OUR GREAT FRATERNITY…AS WELL AS VISITING 

THE TOMB OF THE ONE AND ONLY…”SMOKEY BEAR”.   

FROM VISITING THE QUIET SERINITY OF THE “FLIGHT 

93 MEMORIAL”… TO THE “LITTLE LEAGUE WORLD 

SERIES” PLAYING FIELD AND MUSEUM.  WE TOUCHED 

THE CLOUDS IN THE AWESOME ROCKEY MOUNTAINS 

OF COLORADO… TO PASSING THROUGH THE “SALT 

FLATS” IN OKLAHOMA (DID YOU EVEN KNOW THERE 

WAS SUCH A THING IN OKLAHOMA?). 
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A VISIT TO THE HOME OF THE “DUCK 

COMMANDER” IN THE BAYOUS TO AN AWESOME VISIT 

AND TOUR TO “TRACKHOUSE” RACING IN NORTH 

CAROLINA…HOME OF OUR OWN…ROSS 

CHASTAIN…WHERE THE FAMOUS “HAIL MELON” CAR 

STOOD PROUDLY ON DISPLAY!  A SPECIAL THANKS TO 

RICK FROM TRACKHOUSE RACING AND KURT WIEBE 

AND THE NORTH CAROLINA MOOSE ASSOCIATION 

FOR ARRANGING THIS AWESOME TOUR! 

YES…THE SIGHTS AND SOUNDS OF OUR 

COUNTRY ARE SIMPLY…AMAZING! 

STILL…THE PURPOSE OF OUR VISITS ACROSS 

OUR GREAT FRATERNITY WAS NOT TO TAKE IN THE 

SCENERY AND SIGHTS.  THE VERY MOST 

SIGNIFICANT… AND MEMORABLE EVENTS… WERE 
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VISITING YOUR LODGES AND TO MEET THE AWSOME 

MEMBERS WHO MAKE UP OUR AWESOME 

FRATERNITY.   

THE HOSPITALITY SHOWN TO US AT EACH AND 

EVERY LODGE…MADE US FEEL AS IF WE WERE 

RETURNING “HOME”.  THE WARMTH OF YOUR 

FRIENDSHIP… MADE US GREATFUL TO BE A “MOOSE 

MEMBER”.  

AT MANY OF OUR VISITS…I WOULD BE ASKED THE 

QUESTION…”WHICH LODGE HAVE YOU ENJOYED THE 

MOST DURING YOUR TRAVELS?” 

I WOULD ALWAYS SAY…WHY, YOUR LODGE OF 

COURSE!  BUT I WOULD ALSO GO ON TO SAY…IT IS 

VERY NICE TO HAVE A BIG BEAUTIFUL LODGE HOME 

WITH LOTS OF PROPERTY TO HOST EVENTS…BUT…IT 
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IS THE PEOPLE…THE MEMBERS…WHICH MAKE THE 

MOST DIFFERENCE IN A LODGE.  THE MOST 

DIFFERENCE IN YOUR LODGE, CHAPTER, MOOSE 

LEGION OR YOUR ASSOCIATION IS SOLELY 

DEPENDENT ON ITS MEMBERS.   

OUR MEMBERS (LIKE EACH OF US IN THIS 

ROOM)…LIKE TO FEEL WELCOME AND MOST OF 

ALL…FEEL APPRECIATED!  THE HEART AND SOUL OF 

OUR ORGANIZATION IS TO CREATE A FEELING OF 

“BELONGING”…OF BELONGING TO SOMETHING THAT 

IS BIGGER AND MORE IMPORTANT THAN EACH OF US 

AS INDIVIDUALS. 

AS YOU WILL HEAR IN THE NEXT REPORT – THE 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF MEMBERSHIP – YOU 

WILL HEAR THAT WE ARE HEADING IN THE RIGHT 
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DIRECTION… OF ACCOMPLISHING OUR GOAL.  IN 

ASSURING THAT OUR CURRENT MEMBERS… AND 

FUTURE MEMBERS  FEEL WELCOME AND 

APPRECIATED WHEN THEY JOIN OUR ORGANIZATION. 

YES…THIS HAS BEEN AN AWESOME YEAR FOR 

BOTH LINDA AND I.   WE CAN NOT TELL YOU HOW 

MANY TIMES WE CROSSED THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER OR 

THE MASON/DIXON LINE.  BUT ONE THING IS FOR 

SURE…WE HAVE TRULY ENJOYED VISITING THE 

APPROXIMATEY 200 LODGES IN 37 ASSOCIATIONS… 

ENCOMPASSING 46 STATES.  EACH LODGE VISIT HAS 

BEEN A GREAT EXPERIENCE IN MEETING YOU…THE 

DEDICATED AND FRATERNAL MEMBERS OF OUR 

FRATERNITY. 
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THERE ARE SO MANY INDIVIUALS AND GROUPS 

THAT CONTINUE TO WORK TOGETHER TO MAKE “THE 

MOOSE” THE LEADING FRATERNAL 

ORGANIZATION…YEAR AFTER YEAR. 

YEARS AGO…I WAS PRIVILEDGED TO BE ABLE TO 

SERVE ON ALL 3 MAJOR BOARDS OF DIRECTORS OF 

OUR FRATERNITY….MOOSEHEART, MOOSEHAVEN 

AND MOOSE CHARITIES.  THIS PAST YEAR…I HAVE 

HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO ONCE AGAIN HAVE A SEAT 

ON THESE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

I CAN ASSURE EACH OF YOU IN ATTENDANCE 

HERE THIS MORNING…UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS GARY URWILER, HELEN 

TAYOR AND PAM AMUNDSEN…EACH OF THE 

DIRECTORS ON THESE BOARDS ARE OUTSTANDING 
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LEADERS IN THEIR OWN RIGHT.  THEY ARE 

DEDICATED TO THEIR PURPOSE …AND MAKE THE 

DECISIONS NEEDED TO FURTHER OUR FRATERNAL 

ENDEAVORS. 

ADDITIONALLY…THE STAFF MEMBERS WHICH 

SERVE OUR FRATERNITY AT MOOSEHEART, 

MOOSEHAVEN AND MOOSE CHARITIES ARE 

OUTSTANDING INDIVIDUALS WHICH ONLY HAVE ONE 

GOAL IN MIND…TO DO THE BEST THEY CAN… FOR 

THE MEMBERS OF OUR FRATERNITY…AND TO THOSE 

WITHIN THEIR CARE. 

OUR FRATERNITY HAS STOOD THE TEST OF TIME 

FOR OVER A CENTURY…A CENTURY OF GIVING AND 

CARING.  THE LEADERSHIP OF OUR GREAT 
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FRATERNITY ACTUALLY LIVES BY THE MOTTO:  “LEAD 

BY EXAMPLE”. 

OUR FRATERNITY IS EXPECIALLY BLESSED TO 

HAVE A LEADER WHO TRULY BELIEVES …HEART AND 

SOUL…IN THE GOALS AND PURPOSES OF OUR 

ORGANIZATION.  OUR CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

OFFICER…MR. SCOTT D. HART…HE “LIVES AND 

BREATHES” FOR THE GOALS AND PURPOSES OF “THE 

MOOSE”.   EVERY DECISION HE MAKES…EVERY IDEA 

HE PROPOSES TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND TO 

THE MOOSE INTERNATIONAL STAFF…IS ALWAYS IN 

THE BEST INTEREST OF OUR FRATERNITY…FOR OUR 

CHILDREN AT MOOSEHEART AND FOR OUR SENIORS 

AT MOOSEHAVEN.  HIS LEADERSHIP SKILLS ARE 

UNMATCHED…HIS COMPASSION FOR OTHERS IS 
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UNDENIABLE.  PLEASE JOIN WITH ME IN THANKING 

OUR CEO…MR. SCOTT HART…FOR THE AMAZING JOB 

HE PERFORMS AS OUR CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER.  

(APPLASE)…  THANK YOU… MR. HART. 

I HAVE ALSO HAD THE PLEASURE TO SERVE ON 

THE MOOSE INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

FOR MANY YEARS.  I HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

WORK WITH PAST LEADERS…AND NOW WITH THE 

ONES WHO DILIGENTLY AND THOUGHTFULLY… MAKE 

DECISIONS FOR “OUR” FRATERNITY.  EACH OF THE 

MEMBERS OF THIS LEADERSHIP BOARD HAVE 

SERVED THEIR LODGES AND CHAPTERS…THEIR 

MOOSE LEGIONS AND THEIR STATE ASSOCIATIONS.  

THEY HAVE “WALKED THE WALK”…AND NOW “TALK 

THE TALK”.  THEY UNDERSTAND THE WANTS AND 
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NEEDS OF EVERY ASPECT OF OUR ORGANIZATION.  

THEY CONTINUE TO LEAD IN THE BEST WAY POSSIBLE 

FOR THE REPRESENTATION THAT YOU…THE 

MEMBERS OF OUR FRATERNITY…”EXPECT” AND 

“DESERVE”.  THANK YOU LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 

FOR YOUR SERVICE TO OUR FRATERNITY. 

I WOULD BE REMISSED IF I WOULD NOT TAKE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO SHOW MY APPRECIATION TO 

THOSE WHO HAVE SUPPORTED US DURING MY 

SERVICE TO OUR FRATERNITY OVER THE PAST 

SEVERAL YEARS. 

THANK YOU TO THE PAST MEMBERS OF BOTH THE 

SUPREME COUNCIL AND MEMBERS OF THE MOOSE 

INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS.  EACH OF 
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THESE MEMBERS HAVE INSTILLED QUALITIES WHICH 

MAY BE UTILIZED THROUGHT OUR LIVES. 

TO ALL OF THE “MENTORS”…FROM MY HOME 

LODGE AND CHAPTER OF GALION, OHIO 303 & 177.  TO 

THE PAST LEADERS AND MEMBERS OF MY DISTRICT, 

MOOSE LEGION AS WELL AS ALL OF THE PAST 

OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE AWESOME “OHIO 

STATE MOOSE ASSOCIATION”. 

TO ALL OF LINDA AND I’S ESCORTS ON OUR MANY 

VISITS THROUGHOUT OUR FRATERNITY…YOU GUYS 

AND GALS “ROCK”…THANK YOU! 

TO OUR FAMILIES FOR UNDERSTANDING THE 

MISSED SCHOOL EVENTS, SPORTING EVENTS AND 

FAMILY GATHERINGS. 
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AND ESPECIALLY TO MY WIFE LINDA…FOR 

MAKING SURE MY CLOTHES WERE CLEAN…MY BAGS 

WERE PACKED…AND ALL OF THE “SPECIAL 

REMINDERS” OF THINGS NEEDED FOR MY VISITS.  

YOU ARE MY “ROCK”.  THANK YOU & I LOVE YOU. 

TO ALL OF THE LODGES AND ASSOCIATIONS WE 

VISITED THIS PAST YEAR.  FOR THE SUPPORT OF OLD 

FRIENDS AND AWESOME EXPERIENCE OF MEETING 

NEW FRIENDS.  YOUR “FRIENDSHIPS” WILL 

CERTAINLY…LAST A LIFETIME. 

AND… AS I ALWAYS CONCLUDED MY VISITS WITH 

THESE FINAL WORDS OF SUPPORT FOR OUR 

FRATERNITY…”MAY GOD BLESS MOOSEHEART….MAY 

GOD BLESS MOOSEHAVEN…MAY GOD BLESS THOSE 

SERVING OUR COUNTRY IN UNIFORM…AS WELL AS 
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OUR VETERANS….AND…MAY GOD BLESS EACH OF 

YOU…FOR WHAT YOU DO FOR OUR FRATERNITY. 

THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING ME TO SERVE YOU AS 

YOUR CHAIRMAN OF THE MOOSE INTERNATIONAL 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

JUNIOR PAST CHAIRMAN BRUCE T. MASOPUST:  

Thank you Chairman Sipes for that encouraging report. 

Brothers and Sisters, you have heard the report of the Moose 

International Board of Directors by Chairman John R. Sipes.  

Do I hear a motion from the floor?   A second?   All in favor?  

Opposed?  So carried. 

CHAIRMAN SIPES:  I now call to the podium Director of 

Membership Mike Rios for another uplifting report on 

membership and the naming of the Top Association. 
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DIRECTOR OF MEMBERSHIP MICHAEL A. RIOS, JR. 

(Suffolk, Virginia Lodge 141):   

Good morning, everyone! Our fraternity has suffered 

significant losses in the past, and just a few years ago, we 

enjoyed a slight increase in membership. But today, I am so 

proud and excited to stand before you and announce a 

REMARKABLE INCREASE IN MEMBERSHIP FOR THREE 

YEARS IN A ROW! (Pause). We had a member production 

goal of 155,000 last year and signed 168,796 new members! 

Our overall goal was to end the year at 875,323, and we 

exceeded that goal by 30,292, ending with 905,614 

members in The Moose! We always talk about member 

retention; we had a retention rate of 84%, a drop of 4% from 

last year. The back door hasn’t been closed all the way, but 

we’re working on it. ARE YOU PROUD?!?! 
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We all realize it takes more than signing members; many 

people work together to ensure our bright future. Give 

yourselves a big round of applause for helping create it! 

Last year, the 5 Club (consisting of The Moose, Moose 

Legion, and Chapter members) sponsored an initiative to 

purchase equipment for the new sports complex, including a 

Golf Simulator. As of April 30, 2024, $34,935.00 was 

collected for this project, $31,675.00 from the Moose, 

$1,830.00 from the Women of the Moose, and $1,430.00 

from the Moose Legion. If you were one of our 5 Club 

members last year, please stand and be recognized. (Pause 

for applause.) Thank you!  

This year’s 5 Club project is to provide funds to our 

Mooseheart campus to purchase two maintenance trucks or 

vans. Efficient and consistent maintenance is always 
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important for the campus environment and our children at 

Mooseheart. Contributions are courtesy of your Association, 

the Women of the Moose, and the Moose Legion.  

Now, let’s get to some statistics. These numbers cover 

The Moose from May 1, 2023, to April 30, 2024.  

We’ll begin by acknowledging the top 5 members who 

did a great job signing members last year. If you know them, 

please shake their hand for me and offer thanks and 

congratulations. 

In fifth place with 167 applications from the Punta 

Gorda, Florida Lodge 1693, Kim Small. 

Again, John Owens was in fourth place this year with 

188 applications from the Merritt Island, Florida Lodge 2073. 

Moving into third place with 211 applications from the 

Daytona Beach, Florida Lodge 1263, Jack Rafool. 



44 
 
 
 
 
 

In second place with 234 applications from the 

Albuquerque, New Mexico Lodge 1517, Judy Lovato. 

And back on top, our first-place Top Sponsor for the 

2023-2024 “Proud Past Bright Future” membership 

campaign, with 272 applications (even after helping others 

reach their goals), is Byron Dalton from the Anna Maria 

Island, Florida Lodge 2188! 

Thank you to all of our Top Sponsors for your 

outstanding sponsorship efforts! 

During the 2023-2024 “Proud Past, Bright Future” 

campaign, we had eight fewer 100-member sponsors than 

previously, totaling 32. Our 75-member sponsors decreased 

by 9, from 53 to 44, and our 50-member sponsors showed a 

decrease of 14, from 96 to 82, compared to the previous 

year. We had 9 fewer members who sponsored 25 last year 
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than compared to 2022-23 for a total of 393 sponsors. We 

had 3,492 more members who signed one member than the 

previous year. 

We are proud to acknowledge our all-time top active 

sponsors in the Moose every year, as reflected in our April 

30, 2024, records.  

Again, this year at number 5, holding at sponsoring 

1,466 members, is Randy Shives of General Assembly 

3000.  

William Price of Salisbury, Maryland Lodge 654, with 1,850 

members, is moving from number three to number four this 

year.  

Jim Monroe from Celina, Ohio Lodge 1473, moved up to 

number three from number four last year by sponsoring 

1,940 members. 
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Remaining at the number 2 position, sponsoring a total 

of 2,473 members, is Ed “Porkey” Strong of the Malden, 

Massachusetts Lodge 1910. 

Again, this year, Jack Rafool of the Daytona Beach, 

Florida Lodge 1263, who sponsored a total of 3,358 

members, is in first place. 

I also want to acknowledge Margaret Brown of the 

Joliet, Illinois Lodge 300, who has reached over 1,000 in total 

member sponsorship. 

Thank you all. We know you will continue to lead by 

example and help us build our membership. Let’s give all of 

our top sponsors a big round of applause!  

We are very proud and appreciative of the 

accomplishments of our dedicated Field Staff members 

(Territory and Regional Managers) who work with you on a 
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daily basis. Their primary function is to assist in building our 

membership, improve our lodges' fraternal & business 

operations, promote the Moose mission to our membership, 

and foster a stronger and enduring Moose. Managed by Troy 

King, Assistant Director-Field Operations, these individuals 

are in the field on a daily basis working to grow our fraternity. 

Troy continues coordinating their efforts and supervising the 

team tremendously, and we appreciate his dedication. These 

managers are seated among you today, and we ask them to 

stand and be recognized. (Pause.) Thank you to this 

dedicated team for your commitment to the success of our 

organization! 33 of our 42 Territory Managers experienced 

increased membership in their respective areas of 

responsibility and are therefore designated as “Top 

Managers” for the year. If you see one of them wearing the 
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Top Manager ribbon, please extend appreciation for a job 

well done. Let’s give them all a round of applause! 

Our specialized Financial Review Specialists have 

provided ongoing (and much-needed) assistance to our 

fraternal units, including the Lodges, Associations, Chapters, 

and Moose Legions, especially during the Quickbooks online 

transition. We have recently filled vacant positions to provide 

this service to more of our fraternal units as we work toward 

financial viability and accountability. Supervision of this team 

is the responsibility of Larry Meade, Assistant Director of 

Membership/Lodge Development. Last year we introduced 

the approval of a new team of individuals dedicated to 

assisting our lodges with business (Social Quarters) 

operations designated as a lodge development team, similar 

to the “Bar Rescue” concept.  
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Due to the overall lack of interest or calls for service, one 

of these positions has been eliminated, and the other has 

been upgraded to an Assistant Lodge Development 

Manager position.  

At our convention last year, I announced the new 

position of “Traveling Administrator,” who is responsible 

for temporarily assisting lodges while they search for a new 

Administrator, especially when a sudden/unexpected 

vacancy occurs, and a lodge cannot identify a qualified 

individual immediately. If you have experienced this 

misfortune, I know that you have appreciated the assistance 

of Scott Peterson as he travels unselfishly all across this 

fraternity, providing expert assistance as needed. In June of 

this year, we added a second Traveling Administrator, 

Stephanie Case, into this new role, being promoted from her 
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previous position as a Financial Review Specialist. Scott and 

Stephanie will continue to travel extensively and provide 

exceptional service to our fraternal units. 

This year, I am excited to announce the addition of a 

new position designed to empower our lodges with expert 

guidance on internal operations. Our Operations Manager, 

Adam East, brings a wealth of knowledge to assist you with 

a variety of critical tasks, including expert support with IRS 

navigation, Form 990 preparation walkthrough, federal tax 

issues, interpreting IRS correspondence, and even crafting 

budgets for your lodge. I invite you to leverage Adam's 

expertise to secure your tax status, gain dedicated support, 

and free yourself up to focus on running your lodge 

effectively – no more waiting on hold for the IRS! 
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Don't get stuck with something in QuickBooks! Also new 

is our dedicated QuickBooks Assistance Hotline, which is 

here to help, led by Glenn Neal, our Senior Financial Review 

Specialist. Whether you're facing a specific issue or just have 

general questions, our hotline can provide the guidance you 

need to get back on track in no time! You can reach Glenn 

at the number on the screen! 

Also, the Board of Directors previously approved a pilot 

project that provides funding to establish 3 new lodges in a 

highly visible/high-traffic area. Moose International will 

appoint the Board of Officers, and the 

Administrator/Business Manager will be an employee of 

Moose International, and their salary is reimbursed through 

the business proceeds of the lodge.  
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The Board will concentrate solely on the fraternal (and 

community service) aspect of the lodge, and the Business 

Manager will maintain sole responsibility for the Social 

Quarters and overall business operations under the 

supervision of Moose International Lodge Development 

Manager Steven Glover. The first initiative opened in 

January of 2024, located in South Hill, VA, and is named the 

Antler Lodge by Moose (#2726). This concept will allow for a 

“re-branding” while maintaining the fraternal mission of the 

Moose. There is a focus on Tommy Moose, Safe Surfin’, First 

Responders, Community Service, Children’s/Family 

Activities, and Public events. 

  In the five months since the official/grand opening in 

January, the lodge has increased membership by 208 and 

currently has 462 members as of June 30th, which is 284 
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more than at the end of the year on April 30th. You will hear 

the lodge's name during the Premier Lodge Award 

presentation for the second consecutive year.  

I want to take this opportunity to express my 

appreciation to Kim Thompson, our (former) Assistant 

Director of Membership.  

Kim recently retired after serving many years in the 

Membership Department and has returned part-time to help 

during Joanne Svendsen’s temporary absence. She was 

supposed to attend this convention as a “member” and relax, 

but she agreed to assist in the Membership Booth in 

Joanne’s place. When you see her, please express your 

congratulations and appreciation.  

A lot goes on behind the scenes, and it takes a team to 

make it all come together; we have the best! We also have 
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members from our Financial Review Specialist team at the 

Membership Booth who are ready to assist you with 

QuickBooks questions and issues. They are prepared to 

provide onsite assistance; you will not need your lodge 

computer. Please stop and ask questions as needed; we’re 

here to help. Our Financial Review Specialists will continue 

to support the Associations during annual conferences and 

conventions as they are available. 

We also solicit assistance from dedicated and qualified 

volunteers when the need arises. These individuals are 

designated as Assistant Territory Managers and are vital to 

the continued success of the Field Staff. Thank you for being 

so helpful; we appreciate you as well! 

Our Moose International Membership Committee has 

been working diligently this year to analyze trends and 
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present options to enhance membership production and 

retention. We want to recognize them now; please stand 

when your name is called. Andrew Vonville from Marietta, 

OH 1823; Jill Derr from Greeley-Evans, CO 0909; Dan 

Companion from St. Albans, VT 1090; Cathy Rossi from 

Warrenton, VA 1695; Walter Fives from Concord, CA 0567 

and this committee was chaired by Shawn Esposito from 

Tamarac, FL 2267 who will be coming off the committee this 

year along with Andrew Vonville and Walter Fives.  

Dan Companion will serve as committee chair in the 

future. Mike Perdue, from Rockingham, NC 1838, Robert 

Leon, from San Jose, CA 401, and Sharon Davis, from 

Sanford, FL 1851, are the new committee members. 
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Thank you all for serving in this capacity and accepting 

this appointment. I look forward to working with you to help 

increase our membership. 

Have you heard about the “No Application Fee for 

Online Applications with Two Year’s Dues” incentive? 

As of May 1, 2024, the $20 application fee was waived 

for new and re-enrolled members who signed up to join a 

lodge through the online application for two years.  This 

promotion is scheduled to run through December 31, 2024.  

Only individuals who are signed through the ONLINE 

application and commit to TWO years will have the 

application fee waived.  All other applications will still incur 

the $20 fee.  The online application is available on the 

beamoose.org website or the Moose Membership Mobile 

App.  
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Also, there is a Lodge “Plus One” Incentive! 

The Moose International Board of Directors has 

approved an incentive for fiscal year 2024-25 that will rebate 

the ABCD portion of dues paid to Moose International ($38) 

for every member over the lodge’s final active member count 

from fiscal year 2023-24 (which ended on April 30, 2024).  

For example, if a lodge has a final active member count of 

100 at midnight on April 30, 2024, and has a final active 

member count of 115 at midnight on April 30, 2025, the lodge 

would receive $570 back from Moose International.  Lodges 

achieving a gain of 1-29 members will receive the credit to 

their A/R, while lodges achieving a gain of 30+ members will 

receive a check following the end of this next fiscal year.  

There is no cap or limit to the number of cash rebates a lodge 

can earn.  Additional information is available on the Moose 
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International website and in the Moose magazine and will 

continue to be included in future Official Communications. 

We have a Moose Podcast! 

Lodge Development Manager Steven Glover and 

Assistant Lodge Development Manager Jennifer 

Stephenson are creating content, which you can access on 

our dedicated YouTube channel, MooseCast. These 

podcasts and online videos will engage, inform, motivate, 

and educate existing members while providing an additional 

avenue for promoting our organization to potential members, 

donors, and partners. In fact, they are streaming content to 

our Moosecast Facebook page during this convention and 

interviewing attendees to let everyone know how exciting it 

is to be here at the convention. Look for the logo of Tommy 

Moose standing in a boat, casting his line. 
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So, how did our Associations do last year? We had 25 

Associations that increased production (compared to last 

year’s campaign when 19 Associations exceeded 

production), and the top 5 are… 

 

5 Pennsylvania Moose Association 10,834

4 California-Nevada Moose 
Association 

12,791

3 Virginia Moose Association 13,000

2 Ohio State Moose Association 16,397

1 Florida Moose Association 38,158

 

Last year, 704 Lodges met their membership production 

goals, compared to 752 the previous year, a decrease of 48 

lodges. 

 935 lodges experienced a gain in membership 

compared to 873 last year, an increase of 62 lodges. 
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 11 lodges finished “even” compared to 5 last year, an 

increase of 6. 

 9 lodges were -1 compared to 6 last year. 

 7 lodges were -2 compared to 5 last year. 

 12 lodges were -3, same as last year. 

 10 lodges were -4, an increase by 4 

 5 lodges were -5 compared to 11 last year and 

 338 were -10 or more from being “plus 1” compared to 

397 last year, a decrease of 59 lodges. 

Our top 10 reporting Lodges last year were… 
     

10 Mechanicsville MD 495 866 

9 Merritt Island FL 2073 874 

8 Miamisburg OH 1645 879 

7 Daytona Beach FL 1263 943 

6 Zephyrhills FL 2276 1,008 

5 Vero Beach FL 1822 1,083 
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4 Winter Haven FL 1023 1,115 

3 Venice FL 1308 1,379 

2 Englewood FL 1933 2,648 

1 Anna Maria 
Island 

FL 2188 4,753 

 

The Top Association program ranks Associations in 

several categories. Here are the top-performing Associations 

in each category. 

The Association with the top score in “Percentage of 

Change in Active Membership” is the Northeast Moose 

Association. 

The top reporting association in the category of 

“Percentage of Active Members qualifying as Preferred 

Members” is the Northeast Moose Association. 

The Mississippi Moose Association received the top 

score for having the highest percentage of Moose 
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Legionnaires, and again this year, the Alberta-

Saskatchewan Moose Association is ranked highest for 

the percentage of Chapter members. 

Once again, the Ohio State Moose Association 

produced the highest per-capita contributions, averaging 

$37.50 last year, an increase of $12.71 per member from the 

previous year. 

At the top of the chart in the category of the percentage 

of Lodges receiving the Premier Lodge Award again this past 

year is the Oklahoma-Southern Kansas Moose 

Association. 

The Wisconsin Moose Association finished at the top 

with a total of 82% in the category of membership retention 

percentage, the same as last year. 
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Now, for the moment you’ve all been waiting for, the 

announcement of the Top Associations for 2023-2024. 

Although there is no change in criteria for this award for 

2024-2025, the Membership Department is working on a 

proposal to the Moose International Board of Directors 

to create varying categories based on the size of the 

Association in the future. Any approved changes would 

begin May 1, 2025, for 2025-2026.  

Many individuals work diligently to help their Association 

compete for this award, and their efforts are very much 

appreciated. This year’s top 5 Associations are… 

In 5th place, with 198 points, was the Idaho-Utah Moose 

Association. 

Tied for 4th place: with 200 points – the Northeast 

Moose Association and the Virginia Moose Association. 
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3rd place: with 202 points – the Kentucky Moose 

Association. 

2nd place: with 210 points – the Minnesota Moose 

Association. 

The Association with 238 points overall and the new Top 

Association winner is…the Montana Moose Association!  

Congratulations to the members of the Montana Moose 

Association! We appreciate your hard work and are very 

proud of your accomplishment. We will be sure to deliver the 

Top Association banner to your Territory Manager/Liaison, 

Glenn Reigle, for an appropriate in-person presentation with 

Regional Manager Jeff Gutowski. Please join me next to the 

stage at the end of this session for a group photo. 

As you know, our new 2024-2025 membership 

campaign is “Embrace Our Community.” We’ve started 
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making our future brighter by signing over 20,000 members 

since May 1, and as always, we need to continue our 

retention efforts. We signed over 168,000 new members last 

year; let me ask you, will we let them go? 

As a reminder to all lodge Presidents, you are required 

to deliver a convention report to the membership during your 

first meeting after this convention. The message has been 

“dying” between here and the lodges. Please speak on what 

you have learned and share your experience. I will ask all 

Territory Managers to review the minutes to ensure this task 

has been completed. 

THANK YOU for being a Moose! In closing, I would like 

to offer this final thought; if we fail to reach out and embrace 

our communities, we will not survive. The Moose doesn’t 
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change the world; it’s our members. It’s about “people,” not 

things.  

It’s about purpose, not what’s in it for us. Yes, the Moose 

is a great organization, but without people, it’s just a name. 

We need more people to help us continue to make a 

difference. Relevance within our local communities will 

absolutely help us to continue to grow. Making a monetary 

donation is great; providing service is even better, but 

nothing will work unless we do. 

Brother Chairman, this concludes the report of the 

Membership Department. 

CHAIRMAN SIPES:  Thank you Mike for that encouraging 

membership report and congratulations to the Montana 

Moose Association for earning Top Association, way to go!  

To accept the Report of the Director of Membership, I will 
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entertain a motion from the floor.  Second?  All in favor vote 

by the sign of the Moose.   Opposed?   So carried. 

 Our fraternity is extremely proud of the growth and gain 

in membership this past year.  As a token of appreciation for 

everyone’s hard work, the Ohio State Moose Association will 

be handing out a limited number of can koozies at the end of 

the session this morning to commemorate our “Proud Past 

– Bright Future” Membership Campaign year.  We wish to 

encourage our Fraternal Units to continue to “Embrace our 

Communities” in the year ahead. 

Now we will have the nominations for Moose International, 

Inc. Board of Directors NEW BOARD MEMBERS.   For the 

purpose of a motion, the chair recognizes Moose 

International Territory Manager Duane Lusby. 
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MOOSE INTERNATIONAL TERRITORY MANAGER 

DUANE LUSBY (Chehalis, Washington Lodge 1009): Chief 

Executive Officer Hart, members of the Moose International 

Board of Directors, delegates and members all. It is a sincere 

honor and privilege to stand at the podium this morning 

during the annual meeting of The Moose for the purpose of 

nominating a wonderful member of our fraternity to the 

Moose International Board of Directors.  

She joined the fraternity in 2006 and she is a life 

member of Pullman Chapter 2350 and Pullman Lodge 943. 

She is also a dual member of Moscow Chapter 710 and 

Moscow Lodge 871.  She received her Academy of 

Friendship Degree in 2009, her Past Regents Degree in 

2013 and her College of Regents Degree in 2014. 
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She became active immediately after joining and has 

served many chairman positions for her Chapter, Lodge and 

Association.  

She was selected Deputy Grand Regent in 2017 and 

she has served on the Grand Council from 2022 to present.  

In her professional life she is an Associate Director at 

Washington State University in the office of Student 

Financial Services.  She loves that she is able to assist 

students to obtain their education.  

She is a champion in her community and has held 

countless bowling tournaments, purse auctions and other 

fundraisers for local community members and animals at her 

local humane society. She resides in Colfax, Washington 

and she loves to spend time with friends and family and her 
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two world famous cats, Itchy and Scratchy. I nominate to the 

Moose International Board of Directors……Heather Morgan! 

CHAIRMAN SIPES: Thank you, Duane.  To continue, the 

chair recognizes Past Grand Regent Judy Davis. 

PAST GRAND REGENT JUDY DAVIS (Portsmouth, New 

Hampshire Lodge 444):  It is an honor to second the motion 

made by Moose International Territory Manager Duane 

Lusby.  Heather’s Energy and Excitement for our 

fraternity has been evident in all of her Moose 

accomplishments. She is fun, funny, and always 

open to bringing new ideas to the table.   

Heather will be a valuable addition to the Board of Directors.  

Thank you. 
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CHAIRMAN SIPES: Thank you, Judy.  To continue, the chair 

recognizes Jr. Past Chairman of the Moose International 

Board of Directors Bruce T. Masopust. 

JR. PAST CHAIRMAN MOOSE INTERNATIONAL BOARD 

OF DIRECTORS BRUCE T. MASOPUST (Lodi, New Jersey 

Lodge 1971): Chairman of the Board Sipes, Chief Executive 

Officer Hart, members of the Board of Directors of Moose 

International, Delegates, and members all. It is an honor to 

rise to the podium to nominate an outstanding Moose 

member and Dear Friend to join the Moose International 

Board of Directors. 

This member was a midshipman at the US Naval 

Academy, member of the Class of 1975. He served 3 years 

in the Navy. He furthered his education, receiving an MBA 

degree in Finance in 1981. 
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He joined the Moose in 2005 and elevated into Moose 

Legion in 2009. This member received the Fellowship 

Degree of Honor in 2013 and was called to the House of God 

for the Pilgrim Degree in 2021. 

He has contributed to the Moose fraternity on every level. 

He was a three term Governor, currently serving as 

Treasurer.  

He is a Past District President, a Past Moose Legion 

President and a Past State President.  He is the Chairman 

of the State Steering Committee, which organized our State 

Association’s 100th anniversary year and the “Jersey Boys” 

giveaways and events for both Dan Gooch and my 

installation and travel year during and after the Orlando 

Convention in 2022. 
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This member served Moose on the International level as 

Deputy Supreme Governor, International Moose Legion 

Ambassador, and a member of the Mooseheart Board of 

Directors.  

“Because We Care” it is with immense pride that I have 

the honor, pleasure, and privilege to nominate my dear friend 

and yes, I got a guy, Bill Rose to join the Moose International 

Board of Directors. 

CHAIRMAN SIPES:  Thank you, Bruce.  To continue with 

the nomination, I call to the podium Junior Past International 

Moose Legion President Dan Gooch. 

JR. PAST INTERNATIONAL MOOSE LEGION 

PRESIDENT DAN GOOCH (Woodbury, New Jersey Lodge 

2585): Chairman of the Board Sipes, Chief Executive Officer 
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Hart, members of the Board of Directors of Moose 

International, Delegates, and members all.  

“I Gotta Guy”, WHY, Because We Care.  Another “Jersey 

Boy”! Now YOU ALL will have a Guy. He has led many 

Committees and functions, all with Great success.  A Leader 

in everything he does. 

It is an honor to Second the Nomination of a Proud Moose 

Legionnaire and true friend, Bill Rose, to the Office of 

Director of the Board of Directors of Moose International. 

CHAIRMAN SIPES: Thank you, Dan. For the purpose of a 

motion, the chair recognizes Past President Dakota Moose 

Association Danny Hugelen.  

PAST PRESIDENT DAKOTA MOOSE ASSOCIATION 

DANNY HUGELEN (Bismarck, North Dakota Lodge 302):  

Good Morning Moose Brothers and Sisters, Chairman of the 
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Board of Directors John Sipes and CEO Scott Hart!  What a 

wonderful morning this is as well as an honor & privilege to 

take a small part in nominating this brother for the position of 

Director on the International Board of Directors!  He is 

currently serving as a Director on the International Board of 

Directors which he was elected to this position in June 2020 

at the 132nd International Convention.  Prior to this, he served 

as a member of the Mooseheart Board of Directors from 

2014-2020 and Deputy Supreme Governor for the Dakotas 

in 2013-2014. 

He joined the fraternity as a member of the Williston, 

North Dakota Lodge 239 in 2003 where he holds a Life 

Membership.  He is also a multi-member of several Lodges 

throughout the fraternity.  He is currently serving his Lodge 
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as Administrator and has been actively involved on the 

Williston Board of Officers since 2004. 

He was elevated to the North Dakota Moose Legion 42 

in 2004.  He is currently on the Nodak 42 Board of Directors 

as Jr. Past President and was recently awarded his Medal of 

Honor.  He received Rookie of the Year for the Dakotas in 

2006 and was honored as one of the finalists for the Shining 

Star Moose of the Year Award at the International 

Convention in Nashville, Tennessee in 2010.  He has been 

in the League of Guardians since 2013. 

He is a member of the 175 Division of the Moose 25 

Club.  He received his Fellowship Degree of Honor in 2009 

and on June 2, 2018 was honored with the Pilgrim Degree of 

Merit, being a member of the 100th Anniversary Class. 
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As a member of the Dakota Moose Association, he has 

served his association as Junior Past President, President, 

Vice-President, Prelate and District 1 (North Dakota) 

President. 

Professionally, he is employed by I. Keating Furniture.  

Outside of the Moose, he enjoys NASCAR racing and most 

of all spending time with his four grandsons.   He and his wife 

Patty reside in Williston, North Dakota. They have two 

children and four grandsons.   

It is my pleasure and honor to nominate my friend and 

brother, Kirk G. Schoepp for the position of Director on the 

Moose International Board of Directors.  Respectfully 

submitted by Danny Hugelen, Past President, Dakota Moose 

Association, Bismarck Moose Lodge 302. 
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CHAIRMAN SIPES: Thank you, Danny.  To continue, the 

chair recognizes Jr. Past President Dakota Moose 

Association Steve Foley. 

JR. PAST PRESIDENT DAKOTA MOOSE ASSOCIATION 

STEVE FOLEY (Minot, North Dakota Lodge 822): Chief 

Executive Officer Scott Hart, Chairman of the Board John 

Sipes, My Brothers and Sisters of the Moose, I stand here 

before you today to support the nomination of Kirk G. 

Schoepp to the Moose International Board of Directors. 

Kirk is a dedicated Moose member not only at his Lodge, but 

the Association and the Moose fraternity. He is a mentor, a 

friend, and a true fraternalist. 

I am honored today to Second the Nomination of Kirk G. 

Schoepp to the Moose International Board of Directors.  
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CHAIRMAN SIPES: Thank you, Steve.  To continue, the 

chair recognizes Past President Pennsylvania Moose 

Association George “Rookie” Chroninger. 

GEORGE “ROOKIE” CHRONIGER (McSherrystown, 

Pennsylvania Lodge 720): Chairman of the Board Sipes, 

CEO Hart, members of the Board of Directors and my 

brothers and sisters all. It is an honor to come to this podium 

for the purpose of a nomination for the International Board of 

Directors. 

My brother joined the fraternity on January 16th,1996. 

He has served in all chairs of his Lodge. He advanced to the 

Degree of Service in January 2006 and served in all chairs, 

becoming a Past Moose Legion President in 2010.  

He is a Past Deputy Supreme Governor, served in 

various Chairman positions for the Pennsylvania Moose 
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Association and served as President for the year 2017-18, 

making him a Past President. In recognition of his many 

accomplishments, he received the Fellowship Degree of 

Honor in 2009 and the Pilgrim Degree of Merit in 2015.  

He is a member of the 150 division of the 25 Club and also 

holds the Moose Legion Medal of Honor.  

This dedicated Brother has served our Order with 

International Appointments to the Activities Committee from 

2013 – 2015, the Mooseheart Board of Directors from 2015 

- 2017.  He was then elected to the Supreme Council in 2017, 

and continues to serve as a Director on the Moose 

International Board of Directors. 

Recently retired as a Civil Engineer for the Pennsylvania 

Turnpike Commission, he and his wife Pam enjoy spending 

time with their two daughters, Kelsea and Kendra, two 
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grandchildren, Norah and Nolan and their goofy and loveable 

Great Dane “Bob”.  

Brother Chairman of the Board, it is my honor and for all 

members of the Pennsylvania Moose Association, to submit 

the name of Brian J. Toseki, for the office of Moose 

International Board of Director. 

CHAIRMAN SIPES: Thank you, George.  Now we will hear 

from Pennsylvania Moose Association President James 

Hudack. 

PENNSYLVANIA MOOSE ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT 

JAMES HUDACK (Huntingdon, Pennsylvania Lodge 223): 

Chairman of the Moose International Board Sipes, CEO 

Hart, members of the Moose International Board of Directors 

and Delegates to this International Convention.  
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What a privilege and honor it is for me to come before 

the delegates of this Convention to second the nomination of 

my friend and brother to the Moose International Board of 

Directors. This brother has dedicated himself and has served 

on many levels of our Fraternity since his enrollment in 1996.  

On behalf of the Pennsylvania Moose Association, it is my 

pleasure to second the nomination of Brian J. Toseki from 

Muncy Valley, Pennsylvania Lodge 866, for the office of 

Board of Director.  

CHAIRMAN SIPES: Thank you, James.  Next, we will hear 

the nominations for Moose International Director/Chaplain.  I 

call to the podium Past Grand Council Member Karyn 

Johnson. 

PAST GRAND COUNCIL MEMBER KARYN JOHNSON 

(Monroe, Wisconsin Lodge 754):  Chairman of the Board 
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Sipes, CEO Hart, members of the Moose International Board 

of Directors, Delegates, and members all.  It is an honor to 

appear at this podium for the purpose of nominating an 

outstanding Moose member to the Office of 

Director/Chaplain. 

This Brother has been an active member of the Loyal 

Order of Moose for 37 years but the Moose has been part of 

his life for over 55 years. This man needs no introduction to 

the members of the Wisconsin Moose Association, who 

know him for his dedication and passion for our organization, 

his principles and caring leadership style, his decades of 

inspiring service to others, and as one of our Association’s 

Past Presidents. Beyond Wisconsin, his involvement with 

our beloved Fraternity includes nine years serving on the 
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Mooseheart Board of Directors and the last nine years 

serving on the Moose International Board of Directors.  

This brother is not only a very dedicated and passionate 

member of the Order, but he is also a product of our 

wonderful Child City, having been admitted to Mooseheart 

as a toddler and graduating 15 years later. It makes me 

unbelievably proud to belong to an organization that does so 

much for those in need. This humble and grateful man is a 

remarkable person and an outstanding example of the 

success we can accomplish by working together.  

I have had the privilege of knowing this man for many 

years and am truly blessed to call him friend and Moose 

brother. It is a great honor to nominate a great fraternalist 

and wonderful friend, hailing from the great State of 
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Wisconsin – Mark J. K. Penzkover, Muskego Lodge 1057, to 

the office of Director/Chaplain. 

CHAIRMAN SIPES: Thank you, Karyn.  I now call to the 

podium Collegian Amy Boivin to Second the Nomination for 

Director/Chaplain. 

COLLEGIAN AMY BOIVIN (Marinette, Wisconsin Lodge 

2327):  CEO Hart, Chairman of the Board Sipes and 

members all.  It is both an honor and privilege to come before 

the Delegates of this convention to second the nomination of 

my mentor, friend and Brother, Mark J. K. Penzkover, to the 

office of Director-Chaplain.  I can attest to Mark's devotion 

and dedication to our fraternity at all levels. His ability to 

inspire and empower not only myself, but multiple fellow 

Moose members is awe-inspiring. On the gates of 

Mooseheart are written the words “Enter to learn, leave to 
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serve”, and he has done just that in every facet of his life 

since leaving the Child City. Mark is someone that all Moose 

members can be proud of because his success is our 

success. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN SIPES: Thank you, Amy.  To continue, we will 

hear the nominations for Vice Chairman. I now call upon Past 

Supreme Governor Harry L. Johnston. 

PAST SUPREME GOVERNOR, ACTING PILGRIM 

PRESIDENT AND CHAIRMAN MOOSEHEART BOARD 

OF DIRECTORS HARRY L. JOHNSTON (Greeley-Evans, 

Colorado Lodge 909):  Chairman of the Board of Directors, 

John Sipes, CEO Scott Hart, Moose International Board of 

Directors, and members all. 

John Reiter has been nominated to many offices of The 

Moose from this podium and most of you are familiar with all 
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his membership and leadership in all levels of our fraternity. 

He’s provided wisdom in making decisions and developing 

plans to assure success in all things Moose.  

John has had somewhat of an advantage during his time 

on the Supreme Council and Board of Directors. He’s been 

closely mentored through his journey by two predecessor 

Supreme Governors. You see, for years, Brother Reiter, 

Rodney Hammond and I have ridden in rental cars to and 

from the airport for all meetings and other activities at 

Mooseheart. Someone even started calling us the Three 

Amigos or Three Musketeers because we were always 

together, learning from each other and having fun doing it. 

We were probably more widely referred to as the Three 

Stooges. 
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Each of us come from agricultural backgrounds and 

have a good understanding of the circle of life. John grew up 

in the corn fields of Iowa and learned how to make a plan for 

a crop, prepare the soil, plant the seed, fertilize the ground, 

manage the pests, and finally harvest the crop. He 

appreciates the beginning of a program all the way to a 

successful completion. 

Successful Moose operations, including “Embracing 

Our Community” follow the same plan for achievement. 

There’s not a better member than John Reiter to help lead 

us in that plan, and I am privileged to nominate him to Vice 

Chairman of the Moose International Board of Directors for 

the 2024-2025 year. 
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CHAIRMAN SIPES:  Thank you, Harry.  To continue the 

nomination, I now call on Florida Moose Association 

President James Esposito.  

FLORIDA MOOSE ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT JAMES 

ESPOSITO (Tamarac, Florida Lodge 2267): Chairman of the 

Board of Directors, John Sipes, CEO Scott Hart, 

Moose International Board of Directors and members all: 

John Reiter is a Leader. If you look up the word leadership, 

the simple definition is about taking risks and challenging the 

status quo. Leaders motivate others to achieve something 

new and better. In the fifteen years I have been blessed to 

know John, he has instilled this leadership in the Florida 

Moose Association and mentored countless others who 

collectively have contributed to the success of our great 
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Association. John will continue this leadership in our 

amazing Fraternity. 

I am honored to second the nomination of John Reiter to Vice 

Chairman of the Moose International Board of Directors for 

the 2024-2025 year. 

CHAIRMAN SIPES:  Thank you, James.  For a motion to 

Close the Nominations for Moose International Board of 

Directors, Director/Chaplain and Vice Chairman I call to the 

podium Jr. Past Grand Regent Cathy Funkey. 

JR. PAST GRAND REGENT CATHY FUNKEY (St. Clair 

Shores, Michigan Lodge 1837): Chairman of the Moose 

International Board of Directors, John Sipes; Chief 

Executive Officer of the Moose International Board of 

Directors, Scott Hart; Board of Directors, Delegates and 

Members of this great Fraternity.  Upon hearing the 
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résumés of these well qualified and dedicated leaders, it is 

with great privilege that I move to close the nominations for 

the Moose International Chairman, Vice Chairman, 

Director/Chaplain, and Directors of the Moose International 

Board of Directors.  Thank You! 

CHAIRMAN SIPES: Thank you Cathy.  To continue, the 

chair recognizes the Michigan Moose Association Treasurer 

from Delton, Michigan Lodge 1792, Jill Young. 

TREASURER MICHIGAN MOOSE ASSOCIATION JILL  

YOUNG (Delton, Michigan Lodge 1792): Moose 

International Chairman of the Board of Directors Sipes, Chief 

Executive Officer Hart, members of the Moose International 

Board of Directors, my Brothers, and Sisters all. 

It is my great honor to second the motion to Close the 

Nominations for Moose International Chairman, Vice 
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Chairman, Chaplain/Director, and the Directors of the Board 

of Directors of Moose International. Thank you! 

CHAIRMAN SIPES: Thank you, Jill. Brothers and Sisters, 

you have heard the nominations for Moose International 

Board of Directors and the roles of Chairman, Vice 

Chairman, Director/Chaplain and Director.  You have heard 

those nominations seconded, and you’ve heard a First and 

Second Motion to Close all of the Nominations.  Do I hear a 

motion from the floor?   A second?   All in favor?  Opposed?  

So carried. 

And now a few final announcements as we prepare to 

adjourn this session. 

The Display areas, Gift Store and Registration area will 

be open until 5:00 p.m. today and will reopen Friday, July 
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26th at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 1:30 p.m. The Lost and 

Found is located at the Information Booth.  

The Moose Charities March of Checks, will be held at the 

end of Session Three tomorrow, right here on stage in the 

Great Hall of the Convention Center. 

The Moose Fun Night / 25 Club Party is scheduled for 

Saturday evening, right here in the Great Hall.  As a 

reminder, the doors open at 7:15 p.m. and the show begins 

at 8:00 p.m.  If you qualified for the 25 Club Party or 

purchased tickets in advance, you only need to have your 

credentials scanned at the door for access.  Enjoy a night of 

entertainment from Magician David Williamson and 

incredible comedy featuring Billy Gardell from the famous 

sitcom Mike & Molly.  There is still time to purchase tickets 

at the Registration Booth today and tomorrow. 
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The Heart of the Community event will be for Grace at the 

Green Light, an organization founded on helping the 

unhoused of New Orleans.  Any volunteers wishing to help 

put together personal healthcare bags will meet Saturday, 

July 27th in Hall B1 in the Convention Center at 1:00 p.m. 

If you are attending the League of Guardians event 

Saturday, July 27th, it will be held here at the Convention 

Center – Hall B2 starting at 5:30 p.m.  A cash bar and hor 

d’ouvres will be available.  Transportation will be provided 

starting at 4:00 p.m. 

That concludes this morning’s announcements. 

We’ll be back in here tomorrow morning at 9:00 a.m. for the 

3rd Session of The Moose.  This session is now recessed.  

[One Rap of the Gavel]  


