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THE SEQUESTER AND HOW IT AFFECTS THE 

FRATERNITY 
  

Once again our elected Representatives in Congress have pushed political 

gamesmanship to the brink and over the edge with the automatic government spending 

cuts that took effect on March 1, 2013. These cuts are the result of the Budget Control 

Act signed into law by the President in 2011. While the legislation was intended to raise 

the debt ceiling, it also was intended to push Congress into coming up with a longer-term 

solution to reducing the ever-growing deficit.  

 

A joint “Super Committee” consisting of members of both parties was created to 

find and implement $1.2 trillion in cuts to government spending over ten years called for 

in the Budget Control Act. If they failed to do so, automatic cuts to domestic and defense 

spending would take place over the next nine years. Needless to say, the Committee 

could not manage to find a bipartisan agreement on cutting the $1.2 trillion from the 

deficit.  

 

Although Congress was then given the job of finding those cuts, they too failed so 

the sequestration is now in effect and the original domestic and defense cuts are now 

happening.  

 

WHAT OR WHO WILL BE AFFECTED BY THE SEQUESTER? 

 
While the Sequester will affect government spending across the board, there will 

be approximately $55 billion a year in cuts to the military which could draw funds away 

from national security and military operations. Domestically, areas that will feel the cuts 

will include, but are not limited to health care, education, law enforcement, disaster relief, 

unemployment benefits, non-profit organization funds, scientific research and more.  

  

Areas that will not see cuts include veteran’s benefits, Pell grants, Medicaid, 

Social Security and some low income programs. 
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NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION FUNDS 
 

 At this time charitable nonprofits [501(c)(3)] organizations who receive 

government assistance will feel the pinch of the Sequester. National Council of 

Nonprofits President and CEO Tim Delaney summed it up by saying, “As the reality of 

sequestration cuts play out, the work of nonprofits is going to become even more difficult 

from multiple compounding factors as many are hit by direct funding cuts to programs, 

hit again as state and local governments cut their funding further to make up for their own 

budgets being cut, and hit a third time as people who are furloughed or laid off as part of 

sequestration turn to nonprofits for help in unprecedented numbers. Charitable nonprofits 

are already severely depleted from doing so much more, for so many more, for so much 

longer, with so much less; they can no longer underwrite government’s failures. 

Nonprofit employees and board members can no longer pick up the slack as elected 

officials refuse to do their jobs.”  

While, at this time, it doesn’t seem like the Sequester will affect our Fraternity 

directly, it may affect some members and their families. Some federal, state or local 

services will be affected which could result in higher fees for services. It may also affect 

charitable services to people in your communities. This may be a great opportunity for 

our fraternal entities to lead the way in helping their communities to help others in need. 

Be on the lookout for the chance to boost our community service and to remind our 

government representatives at all levels why the Moose Fraternity is relevant in the 21
st
 

century. 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND THE COUNTRY? 
 

It looks like smoking and gaming are still at the forefront of legislation affecting 

fraternal organizations. 

 

ILLINOIS: Video Gaming is up and running in Illinois. So far there are 65 locations 

operating including one VFW Post with terminals. There are numerous licenses still 

pending, including fraternal organizations. As it currently stands, local counties and 

municipalities can opt out of allowing video gaming.  

 

INDIANA: The smoking ban legislation died in Committee and the gaming bill will have 

to be amended before it can be passed.  

 

DELAWARE: On January 21 legislation was introduced in the Delaware General 

Assembly that may provide at least a temporary solution for fraternal organizations, such 

as the VFW, American Legion, Moose and Elks, that would allow them to turn on and 

use the video gaming machines in their establishments again. 

 

As always, we are on the lookout for any issues, federal, state or local, that could 

impact our entities in the fraternity. Please send a note to let us know of any new fees or 
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regulations that we can include in our newsletter to let everyone know what may be on 

the horizon. 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

 

If you go to the Moose International website “Members Only” section and click 

on the link to Government Relations, you will see a link to State Government Relations 

Contacts and Websites. If you open that link and scroll through the pages, you will notice 

that there are a lot of states without Government Relations representatives. We need 

many more Representatives from the Women of the Moose. If you have an interest in 

becoming a representative or know of someone who would be good for the position, 

please let us know. On that same page you can read the Chairman’s Guide for more 

information as to what our Representatives do and tools to help them. 

 

Just as a reminder, our Government Relations Committee members are: 

 

J R. Hudson, Chairman     

Moose International Government Relations Committee   

jrhudson13@yahoo.com 

 
Cathy Funkey    

Moose International Government Relations Committee   

cathy.funkey@hotmail.com 

 
Harlan Stee      

Moose International Government Relations Committee   

mixerman333@cox.net 

 

Richard W. Harris    

Moose International Government Relations Committee   

richard19601@frontier.net 

 

Al J. Reel     

Moose International Government Relations Committee   

reelthing1@yahoo.com 

 

  

 Finally, we are starting to prepare for the International Convention in Milwaukee. 

We are celebrating the 100
th

 anniversaries of Mooseheart, Women of the Moose and the 

Moose Legion. It should be a great time! Please stop by our booth to say hello and pick 

up our Convention Newsletter and learn more about Moose International Government 

Relations. 
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