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A NEW YEAR BEGINS 
  
It’s the start of a new year. The Christmas decorations have been put away, resolutions 
have been made (and broken) and we are in the thick of the Republican Presidential 
primaries. Judging by the current tone of the candidates, being a Presidential candidate is 
not for sissies! 
 
Before you vote, please do your homework and try to get a feel for how the candidate 
will run our country if elected. Try to ignore the irrelevant and untrue criticisms and 
accusations to determine who would do the best job moving the country forward. 
 
Also, even though the upcoming Presidential primaries and election are capturing all the 
headlines, we want to remind you to pay attention to your local level lawmakers. It is to 
your advantage to know if there are any municipal issues coming up that may affect your 
Lodge in the future. With enough notice, members can attend meetings and have their 
voices be heard in support or against any issue. Don’t get caught by surprise-be 
proactive! 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND THE COUNTRY? 
 
Although there is not much to report on at this time, all states will hold legislative 
sessions this year, except for Montana, Nevada, North Dakota, and Texas. Most sessions 
begin in the next few weeks. Approximately half of the states permit bills introduced in 
2011 to carry over to the 2012 legislative session; all other states will introduce brand 
new bills for consideration. It is almost certain that smoking and gaming will still be 
legislated in 2012, but there are many other issues that may affect our Lodges such as 
licensing public food and beverage establishments.   
 
For example, Minnesota Statutes Chapter 157 governs the licensure and inspection of 
public food and beverage establishments, hotels, motels, lodging establishments, and 
resorts. Recent changes to the law affect School Concession Stands, Fraternal, 
Sportsman and Patriotic Organizations and Post Disaster Food Service Events and 
were effective August 1, 2011. 
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Fraternal, sportsman, or patriotic organizations (that are tax exempt under certain parts 
of Sections 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986), or organizations related to, 
affiliated with, or supported by such organizations are allowed to have events held in the 
building or on the grounds of the organization at which home prepared food is sold. 
This section of the statute does not exempt the organization from other licensing and 
inspection statutes and rules; it only allows for home-prepared food to be sold on the 
premises (not in the licensed kitchen). 
 
Lodges in our Fraternity have responded to a number of disasters in the past few years by 
feeding many survivors. This is not only an issue in Minnesota. Please check to see if 
your state has any laws like this one. If there are no such laws or if fraternal organizations 
do not have an exemption, start a conversation with your local councilmen to get one 
enacted before another disaster strikes. 
 
IDAHO:  On a more local level, Bonner County in Idaho is looking to amend Idaho 
property tax law governing tax exemptions for charitable and fraternal organizations. The 
county has determined that some organizations receiving a property tax exemption are 
more fraternal than charitable and thus should not have the tax exemption. The county’s 
civil counsel said the code change would require fraternal or benevolent organizations to 
meet the same code requirements of charitable organizations to receive the exemption. 
There would be a nine-part test to determine whether fraternal organizations would 
qualify for the exemption. Test criteria includes whether there is a general public benefit, 
whether income received produces a profit, whether recipients of its services are required 
to pay for assistance, and whether the “charity” provided is based on need. “I do believe 
this is going to get attention statewide,” county Commissioner Lewis Rich said of the 
proposed code amendment. 
 
Remember, if it happens in one part of the country, it could very easily spread to 
others! 
 
Please keep sending any legislative news from your local, state or federal governments 
that may affect our fraternal units. We want to keep everybody aware of any pending 
issues that may require intervention as quickly as possible. 
 
For all of you reporting to us, thank you and keep up the good work! 
 
Last of all, here is an important reminder. Don’t forget to file your 990 on time! 
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