
 1

 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FALL  2012 
VOLUME 4 ISSUE 1 

 
CONVENTION WRAP-UP 

  
We’ve been back from our 2012 Convention in Tampa for a while now and are 

happy to report that everything went very well. Overall, from commentary picked up 
from members walking by, it was a very good convention. We hope to see an even bigger 
crowd next year at Milwaukee and Mooseheart’s Centennial Celebration!  
 
 

2012-2013 INTERNATIONAL GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE 

 
We have a new member on our International Government Relations Committee. 

Cathy Funkey has taken the place of her husband Bob who has moved to the Loss 
Prevention Committee. We wish him well.  
 

GET OUT THE VOTE! 
 

“Nobody will ever deprive the American people of the right to vote except the American 
people themselves and the only way they could do this is by not voting.” 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 

 
The November 2012 election could be one of the most important elections in our 

time. It is imperative that those who are eligible to vote take advantage of their civil 
obligation and social responsibility to do so. 

 On Election Day, every citizen over the age of eighteen will be able to go to the 
polls and cast a vote. Many people in the United States take the right to vote for granted, 
but there is actually no provision in the constitution giving the right to vote. While not 
granting an actual right to vote however, the Constitution does discuss ways people 
cannot be denied the right to vote. For instance, citizens cannot be denied the right to vote 
because of race or gender. It is left up to the states to determine the qualifications of 
voters. This voting privilege is what makes our country a democracy. 

To that end, our Lodges should come up with some creative ways to encourage 
and help their members to get to the ballot box. Perhaps they could offer car pool rides to 
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polling places for those who may not have transportation. Or maybe they could throw an 
election-night spaghetti dinner for those who show their “I Voted” sticker. The 
possibilities are endless as long as the prospective voter is not coerced or bribed to vote 
one way or another. It could become an Election Day event every four years. 

Do you remember the videos that came out of Iraq of the people proudly showing 
their purple fingers after they cast their first vote in that country? So many people around 
the world die fighting for their right to vote. In this country, many people would rather 
complain instead of voting. If you have something to say – participate! On the flip side 
of that statement, if you don’t vote, don’t complain. Voting is the bare minimum 
participation in a self-governed society. It is one of the most important, if not the most 
valuable rights we could ask for. Let's vote and get others to vote too. Let’s make our 
voices heard! 

 
BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH OUR GOVERNMENT 

REPRESENTATIVES 
 

We have mentioned before in our Newsletter, the importance of building 
relationships with our government representatives at all levels-local, state and federal. 
Bessie Staab-Hickman, Government Relations Coordinator for MD/DE/DC Loyal Order 
of Moose Association, recently sent us a letter she wrote for her newsletter, The 
Communicator. We are reprinting it here with her permission because it is a good 
example of a tool that our Government Relations Committee Chairmen and women could 
be using in their cities and states to get support for their programs. While her issue in 
Delaware is gaming, the letter can be tailored to other needs in other places. 
 
Open Letter to a Legislator 
 
 “Heard of Moose?” 
  

You have probably seen logos and signs on property or buildings in your area and have 
passed by without knowing what really transpires inside where we proudly display “Moose 
Family Center”. Contrary to what some believe we are not a “watering hole”. We ARE a Not-
For-Profit Fraternity.  

Inside those walls are men and women who come from all walks of life with varied 
talents and employment. In there, they carry out projects they have planned for community 
service, youth programs in the form of scholarships, children’s parties for the holidays, providing 
school supplies, drives to assist with food banks and clothing, participating in wounded warriors, 
operation up-link, snowball express (counseling for children who have lost a parent in combat), 
boots on the ground plus fundraising for donations to veteran’s hospitals and “Goodies”. They 
participate in recycling programs, marking storm drains, volunteering in hospitals, schools, voting 
polls, animal shelters, assisting seniors with food, heat, transportation, shopping and other work 
they find difficult. They also volunteer in fire departments, stepping up with assistance in times of 
local or national disaster. Our involvement in our communities are too many to itemize. Let’s just 
say we are a “go to” place when assistance is needed. We willingly share our time talent and 
resources in our respective communities.  

Our primary goal is continued support of Mooseheart and Moosehaven. Mooseheart is 
our child city located outside of Chicago. We have a Maryland, Delaware and District of 
Columbia House (one of many on the campus) at Mooseheart and many of the children residing 
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there are from this area. We house, clothe, feed and educate children who have no other resources 
or chance of a decent life. Ages range from just weeks old to high school teenagers. Sixteen 
young men and women graduated from our high school last June. 

 Moosehaven is our retirement home in Florida where after some years of service our 
seniors have a safe haven. We could go on for hours giving you information about our residents 
and children.  

Why are we giving you all this information? In order to continue all our projects we need 
income. To obtain this income we have fundraisers in the form of Bingo Games, Raffles, Casino 
Nights, video machines, and ticket machines. How can you help? We have some suggestions. 

Many of the non-profit or gaming laws have had little or no changes in years. It would be 
easier if we could apply for a yearly license for our regular bingo instead of just three months, 
consolidating or editing the amount of paperwork needed for events, getting the licenses to us in a 
timely manner so that we can advertise (sometimes they do not arrive until a few days prior to the 
event.) allowing us to redeem in cash (legalize or authorize) with guidelines as do some of our 
neighboring states, instead of merchandise on our video machines. We know the casinos are 
lobbying very hard to have some of the machines removed, however it is large part of our income 
but it would hardly make a dent in theirs. Without this income it will surely curtail money we 
have at our disposal for our programs, without our donations you may have to limit or curtail 
some of your programs. We are asking for your assistance by introducing a bill or amendment 
that will user friendly so we may continue or increase our monetary participation. Last but not 
least inside those walls you will find families, couples and singles, sharing time, entertainment, or 
dinner. Many times those dinners are to raise funds so that others’ lives may be improved. Next 
time you pass by take the time to stop in, spend some time and share some views. 
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND THE COUNTRY? 
 

It’s a little quiet before the election, but it looks like smoking and gaming are still 
at the forefront of legislation affecting fraternal organizations. 
 
ILLINOIS: Video Gaming is up and running in Illinois. So far there are 65 locations 
operating including one VFW Post. There are numerous licenses still pending, including 
fraternal organizations. As it currently stands, local counties and municipalities can opt 
out of allowing video gaming. In Elgin, some organizations are working to find a way for 
some organizations, such as fraternal organizations to be allowed to offer gaming even if 
the municipality does not allow it. The complete story can be found at: 
 
http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20120611/news/706119709 
 
 
INDIANA: Engrossed House Bill No. 1149 took effect July 1 and provides for a 
statewide smoking ban. Fraternal organizations are exempt.  
 
VIRGINIA: 11VAC 15-22-12 Chapter 22 gaming rules will be repealed and Chapter 40 
Charitable Gaming Regulations will go into effect November 7, 2012. The new 
regulation establishes standards for electronic pull-tab systems. 
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As always, we are on the lookout for any issues, federal, state or local, that could 

impact our entities in the fraternity. Please send a note to let us know of any new fees or 
regulations that we can include in our newsletter to let everyone know what may be 
coming down the pike. 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
 

If you go to the Moose International website in Members Only and click on the 
link to Government Relations, you will see a link to State Government Relations Contacts 
and Websites. If you open that link and scroll through the pages, you will notice that 
there are a lot of states without Government Relations representatives. If you have an 
interest in becoming a representative or know of someone who would be good for the 
position, please contact members of the Moose International Government Relations 
Committee. 
Their areas of representation can be found at the Government Relations link also. 
 
Committee members are: 
 
J R. Hudson, Chairman     
Moose International Government Relations Committee   
jrhudson13@yahoo.com 
 
Cathy Funkey    
Moose International Government Relations Committee   
cathy.funkey@hotmail.com 
 
Harlan Stee      
Moose International Government Relations Committee   
mixerman333@cox.net 
 
Richard W. Harris    
Moose International Government Relations Committee   
richard19601@frontier.net 
 
Al J. Reel     
Moose International Government Relations Committee   
reelthing1@yahoo.com 
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