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Do you remember your very first friend?  Do you remember his or her name?  Do 

you remember how you became friends?   

 

By definition, a friend is a person attached to another by feelings of affection or 

personal regard; a person who gives assistance; a person who is on good terms 

with another; a person who is not hostile; a favored companion. (Dictionary.com LLC, 2010)  

Merriam-Webster defines a friend as “one that favors or promotes something – 

such as a charity.”   

 

The special degree to be conferred today is perfectly named.  Friendship is the first 

degree of the Women of the Moose and friendship is one of the most important 

factors in our program.  We dedicate ourselves to promoting the charitable 

endeavors of Moose Charities and providing assistance for those in our care.  We 

serve as favored companions to those in need in our communities.  Thanks to your 

accomplishments and devotion, these aspects of our fraternal obligation carry into 

our Chapters and into our lives in general.   

 

There are many degrees of friendship, and all are important.  You may or may not 

know the co-worker sitting next to you today, but by definition we are all friends.  

There are thousands of women across the United States and Canada that we can 

rightfully call “friend.”  On a more personal level, friendship incorporates those 

people whom you surround yourself with, enjoy spending time with and laugh 

with.  I hope these are the feelings evoked when you visit your Lodge home, 

frequent a Chapter meeting, or attend Moose social events.   

Page 1 of 4 Downloaded from www.MooseIntl.org Posted on site:05/06/2011



2011 Midyear Conference 
Academy of Friendship Speech 

 

One co-worker recently explained how the Moose has influenced the friendships in 

her life.   

 

Do you ever wonder when it is the right time to do something?  Well for me, The 

Time is Now!   

 

Back in 1987, I went on a date with a cute guy who took me to our local Moose 

Lodge.  I was soon introduced to a friendly lady who handed me a pamphlet and 

asked me if I was interested in becoming a member of the Women of the Moose.  

“The what?” I politely asked.  After talking with her, I reasoned I should make a 

good impression with my new beau and decided it might be fun.  Little did I know 

that at that moment my life would be changed forever.   

 

This “cute Moose guy” quickly became my best friend and we were soon hosting 

our wedding reception in conjunction with the Lodge’s Valentine’s Day dance.  

Next thing I knew, my new husband was running for a Lodge office and I was 

busily waiting tables, selling raffle tickets, and doing dishes at our Lodge home.  

As many of you know, when you have a spouse as involved as mine, it is all you 

can do to take care of things at home, at work and support him on his quest.  

Before I knew it, we had celebrated several wedding anniversaries attending the 

Midyear Conference.  And in 2008, my devoted husband honorably received the 

Pilgrim Degree of Merit. 

 

I’m sure by now you are wondering why I am telling you this.  Up to this point, I 

was very content with being a co-worker.  I enjoyed meeting new people but wasn’t 

overly involved in Chapter business.  I was satisfied greeting familiar faces and 
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chatting with “the regulars.”  But then my husband’s career changed and we 

began to travel frequently.  During those travels, I was encouraged by the 

motivational presentations given by Moose members across the United States and 

Canada.  Some of the most influential speakers included Grand Regents, Supreme 

Governors and Moose International employees, but the many members who spoke 

of the heartfelt good works of the Moose equally inspired me.  Their excitement, 

hospitality and friendship ignited a spark within me and thanks to these fantastic 

role models I am excited to say I became the Moose Charities Chairman and a Top 

Sponsor for my Chapter.  The Time is Now to do more and I look forward to the 

opportunity to running for Junior Regent next year.  Throughout our travels, I have 

gained the knowledge of many and am so excited to bring what I have learned to 

my chapter.  Not only my newfound understanding of the Moose, but also the 

friendships I have gained through my involvement.  We meet many people during 

the course of a lifetime, and I feel truly blessed by friends I have met thanks to the 

Moose.   

 

In 2010, I was asked to serve as one of the class representatives at the 

International Academy of Friendship Conferral in Nashville, Tennessee.  What a 

proud moment it was to represent such a wonderful organization.  This experience 

has opened a whole new chapter in my life and I look forward to many more 

inspirational and life long friendships. 

 

Looking back 23 years, I would never have thought signing that little application 

could have led to something so big.  Friends, on behalf of the children at 

Mooseheart and the seniors at Moosehaven, I would like to say thank you for what 

you do and for allowing me to become a better person. 
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(PAUSE) 

 

Friendship has many faces and many degrees, and each friend plays a different role 

in our lives.  Some friends are lifelong companions while others drift away.  Some 

friends are social acquaintances others are confidants.  Some we laugh with, some 

we cry with, some we call for a night out, others we call for a relaxed evening in.  

What is most important is being able to recognize each other’s strengths, talents 

and common interests.  Regardless of the degree of friendship you share, never 

judge one another or make the other feel less than they are.  A true friend wants 

only the best for the other and forgives life’s little mistakes.   

 

The same applies to the co-workers in our Chapters.  Count the blessings in the 

friends you have and share the kind deeds you have experienced with others.  Take 

a moment to share a smile, offer a friendly handshake or say a warm welcome to 

those who visit your Chapter.  Dedicate yourself to assisting new co-workers to 

fully enjoy membership in the Women of the Moose.  Help others as you have 

been helped along your journey to achieving the Academy of Friendship degree.  

Live by the beliefs of faith, hope and charity.  Promote the vision of the Women of 

the Moose, work in harmony to accomplish your dreams and continue to serve by 

planting the seed of friendship in every co-worker.  Friendships blossom everyday, 

everywhere.  Walk through the garden of life with friendship in your heart and 

your path will be illuminated by the love that grows within you.   

 

Thank you. 
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