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Moose Legion Ritual Competition & Conferrals 
 

The full results of the Las Vegas Moose Legion Competition are posted on the 
Moose International website.  You can find them at www.mooseintl.org by going to 
Higher Degrees - Ritual - Moose Legion – Ritual Competition.  We had 22 teams in this 
year’s competition at Las Vegas.  The competition went well.  

Our sincere thanks to all the staffs that entered and competed.  Congratulations 
to our top staffs.  They were: Tar Heel NC, No. 158 in 1st place, Eastern MI, No. 107 
taking 2nd place, and 3rd place was a tie between Volunteer TN, No. 12 and South 
Florida No. 46. 

Our Grand Champion individual with a score of 99.16666 was David J. Smith 
from Sailfish Florida, No. 197.  The separation between the first place and tenth place 
team was just a spread of 1.86461 points. That is some close competition! 

The competition is getting tougher, but with good floor practice and being word 
perfect any team can win.  It takes devotion to learning the words and working together 
as a cohesive team.   

The words you can / must learn on your own.  It is good to have someone follow 
your words in the book and tell you when you miss or say the wrong word or words. 
Practice - Practice. Remember practice doesn’t make perfect.  Rather, it takes perfect 
practice to be perfect.  

Find a place to practice your floor work on a floor that is competition size.  All the 
directions are in the book.  Take time to review them regularly and set the floor 
accordingly. 

I can hear you now about why you can’t perform better or score higher.  I have 
heard every reason and excuse possible why you can’t do it.  But go ahead and tell me 
your reasons why you can’t and I will tell you why you can (with the right attitude) do it.  

Do you remember Artie Shaw and his robust cheer leading?  He has had a cheer 
that goes: “Hey Hey, ain’t it great to be a Moose Legionnaire - What kind of Moose 
Legionnaire? - A PROUD MOOSE LEGIONNAIRE.” 

When you have your Moose Legion jurisdiction meeting and Conferral, just think 
how impressive it would be if you have a staff do it from memory.  There is a difference 
between reading words and delivering a message of fraternal goodness!  Let’s tell our 
story proudly!  Picture and set the room up as close as possible to what the book says. 
Impressiveness starts there. 

You say it’s not your job.  Why not? - Someone needs to start it.  Are you a proud 
Moose Legionnaire?  I hope that answer is yes.  Then why not be the one to set the 
positive example and mentor others.   



Yes we would like to have more teams in the competition.  What?  You don’t feel 
your team is good enough?  We have judges available to travel and provide training for 
teams.  We do prefer that there be more than one team to train, but train we will.  

The judges would love to put on a school and or judge a competition for you in 
your area.  How do you set it up?  Your team captain, Moose Legion Secretary or 
Ambassador may contact Robert A. Neff, Director of Ritual & Higher Degrees at 
rneff@mooseintl.org - Office: 630-966-2227 to make the request. 

What are the requirements for requesting a school?  Advance planning and more 
than one team, to begin with.  Multiple teams to be present is a condition.  Yes that will 
take some coordination and effort but you can also learn from each other.  If a school is 
requested and approved, Moose International pays the travel for one judge.  You pay 
the hotel and per diem.  If you just have a competition you pay travel, hotel and per 
diem.  If you request more than one judge you pay the travel hotel and per diem for the 
second judge. 

Something extra you could have at your school is to invite the Board of Directors 
for all Moose Legion jurisdictions in your area.  The judge will include a session for them 
as well.  It is important that the directors know the proper manner to set up and conduct 
a meeting as part of the overall positive impression of the Moose Legion.  Dressing for 
the part is more than the clothes we wear – it includes being properly prepared, 
organized and ready to follow the proper agenda. 

Other things you can do! - Get copies of the Moose Legion most recent book 
(The Next Step in Fraternalism).  They are available at the Moose Catalog Supply 
Store.  You can even order on line.  Start talking to others about doing a part in the 
conferral.  Also, if your leaders are not following the book, ask them to start being more 
impressive by properly setting up the meeting room and following the agenda in the 
book.   

And most importantly…Get the business done… but by all means…Don’t forget 
to have some fun! 

 
Remember 
If it is to be - it’s up to me! 
 
BE A PROUD MOOSE LEGIONNAIRE!! 
  
Let’s add 5 new teams to the competition - YOU CAN DO IT ! 
 
Lonnie Mudgett 
Ritual Judging Chairman 


