
Keynote Address—Grand Chancellor Barbara McPherson 
2013 

 
Good afternoon Co-workers!  Welcome to Milwaukee, Wisconsin and the 101st Annual 
International Conference of the Women of the Moose.  It’s great to be here and to begin 
the Centennial Celebration of the Women of the Moose! 
 
Can you imagine all of the changes that have taken place in our history, our world over 
the past 100 years?  What about the Women of the Moose?   
 
Well, we have changed our “official name” a few times.  We started as the Women’s 
Loyal Moose Circle.  In 1916 our name was changed to Women of the Mooseheart 
Legion and, in 1931 the Women of the Moose.  At the same time, the Junior Legion 
became Legion Chapter and was under the Women of the Moose. 
 
Mrs. Jean R. Davis, wife of James J. Davis became the first Grand Regent. 
 
Our membership application has certainly changed.  Our application of today is very 
simple  and modern looking compared to the application of 1916.  That’s just one side of 
the 8 ½ x 11 inch paper.  And some of the questions! 
 
I have to be honest and tell you there were two kinds of membership back then - 
Beneficiary and Non- Beneficiary.  It was the Beneficiary membership that had the weird 
questions as we had health benefits back then. 
 
Some of the questions included the usual - Name, affiliation, address, etc. but others . . . 
Have you ever had all these diseases?  I don’t even know what most of them are!  What 
the heck is dropsy?  How about this one:  Have you always been and are now of sober 
and temperate habits?  I don’t think a lot of us would pass this question!  Or how about 
this one: Have you passed the turn of life?  I guess I’ve turned!  And the co-workers 
nowadays think we’re getting too personal by asking if they are a convicted felon! 
 
One thing has not changed over the last 100 years, our mission of caring for children and 
senior members in need and assisting others in our communities.  After all, isn’t that what 
we’re really all about? 
 
A May 1913 article written by Ernest M. Oswalt, organizer of the Woman’s Loyal Moose 
Circle said “In a recent letter from Arthur H. Jones, Past Supreme Dictator, he states that 
without a single doubt the Woman’s Loyal Moose Circle will reach the half million mark 
in membership and be one of the greatest fraternal organizations for women known to 
this hemisphere.  He was correct.   
 
We did reach half million, in fact we reached 542,000 in 1997 and we are the greatest 
fraternal organization of women in the world.  That is not just my opinion, it is fact.  The 
Women of the Moose are the largest and most organized fraternal women’s organization. 



 
Over the years, the Women of the Moose have been vital to the day to day operations of 
both Mooseheart and Moosehaven by providing the essentials for the care of our 
residents, in addition to many, many big projects.  Beginning with donations to build 
Moosehaven and the Women’s building in 1922, the construction of the Mooseheart 
School in 1954, the Mooseheart Fieldhouse in 1961, the Moosehaven Seawall Project in 
1962, Academy Hall at Moosehaven in 1964, the Paul P. Schmitz Health Center in 1967, 
the original Katherine Smith Residence Hall at Moosehaven in 1972 and Hope Hall in 
1975, Life Care in the early 2000’s, and the new Katherine Smith Center in 2013. 
 
Don’t think that’s all because we were there to construct and donate bed linens, save the 
school, maintain many facilities, fund the Mooseheart Library, the music program, build 
the Cafetorium, the Kay Cancie Maintenance Building and the list goes on ..… and on 
….. and on.   
 
Speaking of the Katherine Smith Center, I had the privilege of representing the over 
400,000 members from across our continent at the Dedication Ceremony held on March 
10th of this year.  It was a perfect day and I was bursting with pride at the 
accomplishment of your efforts.  This magnificent facility is named in honor of the 
woman responsible for the organization of the then Women of the Mooseheart Legion, 
who served as its first leader and as Grand Chancellor from 1925 to 1964.  Katherine 
Smith had goals and a mission, much the same as those who have succeeded her in office, 
a mission to care for others. 
 
One Moosehaven Resident wrote to her Chapter ”You should see the Katherine Smith 
Hall!  The WOTM should be very proud of what their fund raising has made possible. 
The rooms are spacious, the colors are bright but restful and the common areas are made 
for living.  Each area is tastefully decorated. Those living there get the best of care.” 
 

The family of one of the residents emailed Executive Director John Capes saying “First 
of all Katherine Smith hall is an amazing facility.  I cannot believe how beautiful and 
well-designed everything is.  We had a wonderful visit with mom.  Your staff is 
exemplary...  Yolanda Rogers and Lashonna Smith did a wonderful job of showing us 
around and makings us feel so wonderful about the care mom receives. 

“The wonderful to mother” award goes to Theresa.  Mom loves her and she is so attentive 
to mom.  We feel she is in such capable loving hands.... 

Thank you so much for all you do for her ....Her room is beautiful and we are thankful. 

 
Rumor has it some of the other current Moosehaven residents have suddenly forgotten 
their name or how to get back to their home.  I think they’re trying to convince John they 
need the services of the new Katherine Smith Center! 
 
I also had a chance to visit Moosehaven for their 90th Anniversary Celebration this past 
October.  The campus gets more and more beautiful each time I visit.  The Katherine 



Smith Hall was nearing completion and the second phase of Brandon Place had begun.  
We had a lot of rain but it didn’t dampen our fun or our spirit.  It was just another 
wonderful few days in paradise. 
 
For the past two years, we have spoken a lot about Katherine Smith, her dedication and 
service to our organization and her vision for the future of the Women of the Moose.  We 
are privileged to have three of the living Grand Chancellor’s Emeritus in our audience 
today.  I have had the privilege to work with each of these women over my 32 year 
membership and I consider each as a mentor as I have learned from each of them.  Grand 
Chancellor Emeritus Vivian Borom had planned to be with us this week however she 
contacted our office on Monday and had to cancel.  She and Joe are ok but had 
conflicting dates with some of their other busy plans. 
 
Please come forward as I introduce you. 
 
Grand Chancellor Emeritus Tempie Peer joined Kankakee, Illinois Chapter in 1972.  She 
has served in several capacities in her Chapter.  Tempie came to Moose International as 
Director of Activities in 1983, served as Grand Recorder 1990 – 1993 and as Grand 
Chancellor 1993 thru 1999.  She and husband O’Dell now reside in Lake City, Florida. 
 
If you read the latest edition of the International Moose Magazine, this next mentor 
“could not be reached for comment” however she couldn’t be reached for comments due 
to a typographical error.  The Communications Department was calling and left messages 
at the wrong number.  Grand Chancellor Emeritus Tonie Ewoldt joined Davenport, Iowa 
Chapter in 1970.  She too served in several capacities in her Chapter.  She came to Moose 
International as Office Manager for the Women of the Moose in 1988, was promoted to 
Director of Administration in 1990 and became Grand Chancellor 1999, serving through 
2005. 
 
Grand Chancellor Emeritus Jan Fregulia who now serves as the Executive Director of 
Moose Charities joined Petaluma, California Chapter in 1968.  She served her Chapter as 
well in in several capacities.  She served as Deputy Grand Regent for California 1987-88 
and as a member of the Grand Council 1994-1996.  Jan came to Moose International as 
the first Director of Sports & Ritual for the Women of the Moose in 1996, served as 
Director of Chapter Development from 1999 to 2004 and as Grand Chancellor 2005 thru 
2008 when her service took her to Moose charities. 
 
Let’s give a great big Women of the Moose round of applause to these great leaders! 
 
If you were in attendance last year, I quoted one Convention delegate from the very first 
Convention in 1913 when she said ”I have always maintained that the possibilities of the 
Woman’s Loyal Moose Circle for good and noble things were great, but since attending 
this, our first convention, I realize how small my ideas of what a great work, we as 
women of the Woman’s Loyal Moose Circle have before us.  Judging from the ability 
shown and the sincere, capable manner of conducting the business at this convention, I 
am confident that we, as women banded together for a good cause, will grasp every 



opportunity to broaden and better our lives, and the higher our aims are along these lines 
the greater will be our ability and desire to be of real use to others.”  And that we are! 
 
Since we met last June in Tampa, Florida, many events have happened within our 
country, events that have changed the lives of others in devastating ways.  Our Co-
workers and Lodge Brothers have prevailed through it all and have let their community 
know who they are and what we do best – be of service to others. 
 
Following Super Storm Sandy, that devastated most of the entire east coast, the New 
Jersey and New York Moose Associations collected donations from across our fraternity 
to aid those affected by the deadly storm.  In early December, I received a telephone call 
from Linda Stevens, the then Senior Regent of Ortley Beach, NJ Chapter 1248  telling me 
of the destruction of their Moose Home and inquiring as to “what do we do now”.  They 
had no facility to meet in, some didn’t even have homes.  They had few opportunities to 
raise money because most everyone was in the same boat, putting all they had into 
surviving.  The facilities around them were very limited because they were all in the same 
shape.  What would happen with their honors? 
 
I assured Senior Regent Linda not to worry, try to do what they could and we would look 
at the entire matter at the end of the year.  I did tell her however, they should at least try.  
If they just do nothing I couldn’t really give consideration. 
 
Well, in mid-April, I received the following email from Senior Regent Linda: 
 
Hi Barb, hope you are well. 
 
I just wanted to take a moment to bring you up to date since I spoke with you in 
December with what we have been doing, even without a Lodge/Family Center to meet. 
The Social Quarters is almost done with the re-do.  There was between 12 -24 inches of 
water throughout the building depending on where you were standing. All of the walls 
and floors had to be removed and taken back to the studs, mold fumigation bombed and 
then rebuilt. The Parking lot had huge sinkholes and the bulkhead was compromised.  
The picture in the March issue of Moose Magazine is the back parking lot sink hole. 
Thankfully the integrity of the foundation was still good.  The sinkholes are all filled, but 
we still do not have a bulkhead (estimated at $70,000 to re-do). The Lodge expects to be 
open May 1 for Social Quarters only. The Lodge needs to get money into the coffers, in 
order to re-do the meeting room. Thus, we are still without a space to meet and have on-
site fundraisers. The Point Pleasant Lodge and Chapter have been hosting us since the 
end of November, 2012.  While we are no longer looking like deer in the headlights and 
we try for normalcy, we do not always succeed. 
 
We have been able, despite our co-workers being now in 3 different states to make up our 
meetings and are up to date with that. We were able to get another additional community 
service project done with the help of our Lodge men and Dave Long from Beach Haven 
as Tommy Moose. The Child ID and Safe Surfin’ were held together at the Toms River 



Library. While the weather didn’t cooperate we still had fun and did DVDs for the 
parents. They were all appreciative of the service. 
 
We had another fundraiser the end of March for Moose Charities. What fun!  It was 
Seahorse Races with wooden statutes on a tarpaulin racetrack. Free food, gift baskets and 
50/50’s made the fun. Everyone had a blast. 
 
We had previously to the storm done a Blood Drive for American Red Cross and our 
Sunday morning breakfasts, which are our mainstay for fundraising. We attended the NJ 
State Moose Association convention in October just a couple of weeks before the storm 
with our first College of Regents degree recipient in many long years. The Mid-Year 
Convention in March saw 2 new Academy of Friendship degree recipients. In both we 
had more attendees than ever before. 
 
We have tried diligently to keep things going according to the policies and procedures, 
adjusting meeting dates and times. The biggest problem we have had is membership 
retention and new member recruitment. While we had made our quota by summer last 
year, retention has been a challenge. Some of our co-workers have died, others have 
permanently moved away and due to their individual money problems have decided not 
to renew. A few are now infirm and cannot make it to meetings, where they had been 
attending regularly. We are still pushing and cajoling ladies to join. But it is not easy 
when they need to rebuild a house or raise a house, if they even have a house. So, I would 
hope you will take into consideration that in previous years we have been number 1 in the 
State and now I’m unsure if we will make the Award of Achievement.  
 
We have a great group of Co-workers! Ladies, who under normal circumstances do 
many charitable things and community service projects, but must take care of their own 
issues.  Insurance reimbursements have been slow in coming and FEMA money is a drop 
in the leaking bucket for some. On a personal note the renovations on my house are 
almost finished and I look forward to moving back into my house in a couple of weeks. 
Most of our co-workers are still not home. 
 
I would hope that all these factors, our typical well above average performance, and with 
mitigating circumstances, that we would still be considered for the Award of 
Achievement.  
 
Fraternally, Linda A. Stevens, Sr. Regent 
 
Junior Graduate Regent Linda – I know you and many of your Co-workers are in the 
audience somewhere!  Please stand up so we can see you. 
 
Despite their destruction from the second-costliest hurricane in U.S. history, the Ortley 
Beach Chapter had all of their chairs filled, had an increase in membership of fourteen, 
transmitted all of their financial reports, remitted all of their forms and the related checks 
to Moose Charities for the proper amount and more.  Linda, it looks like the Chapter is 
going to make the Award of Achievement without any consideration given! 



 
To be of service to others means giving of yourself.  Volunteering your time and donating 
your resources in service to those in need.  This includes not only our children at 
Mooseheart and senior members at Moosehaven but to others in our community, our 
country. 
 
Immediately following the deadly Sandy Hook massacre, the brothers and co-workers of 
Connecticut collected donations and provided Tommy Moose dolls to those families and 
children affected by this horrific incident. 
 
As recently as this past Monday, Moose Members are collecting funds and Tommy 
Moose for those affected by the Oklahoma Tornadoes.  Director of Activities Shawn 
Baile will have more information on this when he visits with us tomorrow. 
 
One of our first Convention attendees said “I have always maintained that the 
possibilities of the Woman’s Loyal Moose Circle for good and noble things were great”.  
During the fall meeting of our Grand Council and International Boards, a motion was 
made to commit to a one million dollar donation to the Mooseheart School Renovation 
project by sponsoring the new Multipurpose/Gymnasium.   This is the largest single piece 
of the school renovation project.  You have done an amazing job of kicking off this 
project by donating $255,215 in just 4 ½ months. 
 
Our friends from American Traditions Basket Company of Canal Fulton, Ohio are with 
us again this year in the Delta Center with our series of commemorative collectors 
baskets.  Some of you may have visited with CEO Dan Houser last year.  His parents are 
with us this year.  Please remember $10.00 from each basket will be donated to the 
school renovation project. 
 
Orders may be placed with them or you can order by visiting the Moose International 
website and selecting the Catalog Sales Online store.  The Order Form and brochure are 
also posted in the Women of the Moose portal.  Please promote the sale of these baskets 
as well as all Mooseheart Centennial items that are available. 
 
 
Our early leaders faced resistance from the very beginning but they persevered.  They 
found the strength to go the distance every day to ensure the future of the Women of the 
Moose and more importantly to never give up.  They realized the seed of triumph was 
somewhere in each and every adversity.  I hope you do too!   
 
Again this past February the International Office of the Women of the Moose completed 
a mailing to 68,011 expired members reminding them of their status and instruction on 
how to pay their dues, as well as an opportunity to transfer to Allheart Chapter if they are 
upset with their current Chapter or perhaps even the Lodge.  Of those contacted, 6,230 
became active again in their Chapter; 66 transferred to Chapter #3000 and 150 were 
marked as deceased. 
 



Co-workers, our job is to increase the membership of the Women of the Moose and the 
number one complaint we receive from those who have not renewed is – no one cared.  
They were treated badly or poorly, they were not made to feel welcome, and the list goes 
on. 
 
We have a great volunteer staff of 44 Chapter Analyst Coordinators throughout the 
United States and Canada.  They are there to help you with whatever you need.  This past 
January, we met again in Las Vegas, Nevada to discuss the issues going on in our 
Chapters and to help them understand their responsibilities.  It was a great two days of 
intense work but the Women of the Moose have a much stronger volunteer Field Staff 
because of it.   
 
Apparently, your membership building efforts of asking your friends and associates if 
they have “Heard of Moose?” and our mailing did a lot of good.   Of our 44 Loyal Order 
of Moose Associations, 22 showed an increase in membership and while I would love to 
name them all, time will not permit.  So, as is customary, I will give you the top 10. 
 
In 10th place with a + 68 – the Dakotas 
In 9th place with a + 82 – Connecticut 
In 8th place with +127 – Kentucky 
In 7th place with +149 – Northeast 
In 6th place with + 176 – New Jersey 
In 5th place with +250 – California-Nevada 
In 4th place with +327 – Pennsylvania 
In 3rd place with +414 – Arizona-New Mexico 
In 2nd place with plus 526 - Ohio 
And in first place with plus 1,711 once again Florida 
 
For the past two years, we were celebrating an increase in membership right now and 
should have been this year.  But would you believe we had Chapters that held 
applications back?  Oh yes.  Just prior to shutting down April 30, 2013, there were 1,766 
applications sitting in our system that could have been enrolled.  Several staff members in 
our office even called Recorders and Senior Regents, reminding them to make sure the 
applications were enrolled.  One Recorder even told us the Chapter already had an 
increase of 33. 
 
Instead Co-workers, we ended the year with a loss of just 1,342 members. 
 
A complete list of State positions will be posted on our web page following this 
Conference.   
 
Co-workers you did an outstanding job of sponsoring new members this year and 
attempting to increase our Order but we can’t stop now.  You sponsored those new 
members, now do your part to keep them and encourage them to sponsor their friends, 
relatives and associates.   
 



During this year of Celebration, in honor of the 100th Birthday of the Women of the 
Moose, the 125th Birthday of the Loyal Order of Moose, the 100th Birthday of 
Mooseheart and the 100th Birthday of the Moose Legion, the Supreme council has 
approved waiving the membership application fee for the entire year! 
 
We are asking each of you and those at home to “Go The Distance” for our kids and our 
seniors. 
 
Members sponsoring one member will receive this silver lapel pin depicting “Moose – 
Go The Distance”. 
 
Members sponsoring and making sure their two members are reported as enrolled 
between May 1, 2013 and April 30, 2014 will receive a free year’s dues. 
 
Co-workers who sponsor 5 new or former members between May 1 and April 30th will 
earn membership in the Moose International 5 Club.  In addition, a five dollar donation 
will be made in your name to the Foreign Language Classroom portion of the Mooseheart 
School Renovation Project through a donation from the Moose International 5 Club. 
 
Sponsors of 25 new or former members will become members of the Heart of Distinction 
and will have a Centennial Mooseheart Brick dedicated to them during the Renovation 
project.  They will also receive an invitation to attend a special event with the Director 
General and Grand Chancellor during the 2014 International Conference in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. 
 
Speaking of Las Vegas, representatives are on premises in the Delta Center.  Stop by 
their booth to see the plans for next year.  Wouldn’t it be great to once again celebrate an 
increase in membership?  With no application fee all year long, it should be no problem.  
Now is your chance to make it happen!  Start now maintaining your membership 
numbers.   
 
Our founders were anxious and excited to form this very organization that we love so 
much, to assist our children in need and eventually, the senior members of our Order.  
They thrived and grew because they believed in the mission of the Moose.  As we move 
into the next 100 years of the women of the Moose, watch for exciting changes.  The 50 
year old of my parents’ generation is not the same person as the 50 year old of my 
generation and we need to address these issues.  We have already begun.  We are 
committed to Go The Distance for those we sustain.  Are you? 
 
We have an obligation to fulfill their dream and to continue the mission they envisioned 
for the next 100 years and beyond. 
 
The future of the Women of the Moose is bright as we continue to provide for those 
dependent upon us for their very existence.  The future of Mooseheart and Moosehaven is 
in our hands so we need your help.   
 



In order to continue to provide for our twin cities for the next 100 years and beyond, we 
must grow the membership of this fraternity to levels capable of fulfilling our mission, 
their dream.  By inviting your family, friends and associates to join us in our commitment 
of service to others is the only way.  Each of you have a responsibility and can make a 
difference.  Make sure you deliver what you promise. 
 
Thank you co-workers for everything you do to keep their dreams alive. 
  


