
 
Supreme Governor Henderson, Director General Hart, Supreme Council, and brothers all.  
 
I am thrilled to be able to share a few thoughts with you this morning. It is always an 
honor and privilege to have the opportunity to address this great group of Fraternalists. 
And I would like to thank Director General Hart for giving me this opportunity.  
 
Before I give you a recap of how we did financially this past year, I would like to start off 
with a very simple illustration of what allows our Fraternity to operate. Brothers, you and 
your Lodges are providing the lion’s share of the resources and support that keep our 
Fraternity operating. Certainly our Chapters provide considerable financial support as well. 
But they rely on you and your Lodge home for a place to conduct their activities. 
 
Speaking for everyone who works for you at Moose International, at Mooseheart, at 
Moosehaven, and at Moose Charities, we appreciate what you do at your Lodge, Moose 
Legion, District, Higher Degree Council, and Association. And we thank you for simply 
being a Moose member. Our goal at headquarters is to do whatever we can to help you 
succeed. Because it really is an easy formula. If you succeed, we will all succeed.  
 
So you might be wondering what are we doing for you.  
 
First, we have eliminated the enrollment fee for the entire year. Having no enrollment fee 
seems to be the biggest incentive to get sponsors to sign up new members.  
 
Second, because of your continued attention to loss control, we have been able to once 
again reduce the risk pool assessments for your Lodges. I am happy to report that we have 
reduced these assessments by 3% across the board.  
 
And third, we are not increasing the per capita once again this year. What do you think of 
these actions? 
 
We have just completed a terrific year financially. You have heard about the stock market 
and what a bull run has occurred. Please take a look at this graph. This shows the balances 
of our two main investment portfolios at the last five fiscal year ends. It also shows our 
low point in February, 2009. 
 
You can see we started from a low point of one hundred twenty one million at the end of 
February, 2009. And at the end of this past year, we are now at two hundred thirty four 
million. We have almost doubled our investments in five years’ time.  
 
This did not just happen. It happened for a number of reasons. 
 



It happened because the Supreme Council showed courage and allowed us to stay the 
course when things were truly awful. This was a very difficult decision that has proven to 
be the right one.  
 
It happened because of investment returns in double digits three of the last four years. This 
past year we had a 13% return on our portfolios.  
 
But most importantly, it happened because of you. The per capita increases that began in 
2008 allowed us to stop pulling operating funds from our investments. This was a huge 
factor that allowed these balances to increase. Thank you so much for once again stepping 
up when things were tough.  
 
And speaking of stepping up, Moose Charities had another terrific year. Donations totaled 
over $11 point 7 million dollars. Many of these gifts came from you, and we thank you for 
your generosity.  
 
And membership in the League of Guardians continues to increase. There were 518 
members last year. This year, 658 members have stepped up to donate at least $1,000 to 
our charitable causes. Membership has increased about tenfold since this program was 
introduced back in 2001.  
 
How about our Child City?  Mooseheart is certainly our biggest charitable endeavor, and it 
requires a tremendous amount of financial report from the Fraternity. I am happy to report 
that our Child City has not missed a beat with the change in leadership, from now Director 
General Hart to Executive Director Gary Urwiler.  
 
When the books are closed on the 2012-13 fiscal year, the net cost to operate Mooseheart 
should be about the same as it was in the prior fiscal year. And that is quite an 
accomplishment. The required support last year was the lowest it has been since the mid 
1990’s.  
 
 
And how about our City of Contentment. Through the efforts of Executive Director John 
Capes and his remarkably dedicated staff, Moosehaven continues to do more with less as 
the years go by. This is an incredible achievement, given the escalation in health care costs 
over the last decade.  
 
The continued expansion of Brandon Place is providing a variety of options for our 
members who are considering the advantages of living at Moosehaven. And eventually 
Brandon Place will reduce the amount of Fraternal support required by the traditional 
campus.  
 



I hope you are as proud as I am of our campuses and the way they are run.  
 
Lastly, we continue to be very careful with your funds at Moose International. About one 
third of our staff is out in the field, working with you. The remainder are dedicated to 
providing the best service possible to all of our Lodges, Chapters, and Moose Legions. 
Please let us know what we can do better for you. 
 
 
In closing, because of you, we continue to be headed in the right direction. On behalf of a 
grateful Fraternity, thanks so much for everything you do to support our programs. Thanks 
for being here today, and may God bless you and your loved ones.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
  


