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Past – Present – Future 

 

History comprises three basic time frames.  It certainly 
includes those things that have happened in the past.  History 
involves those things we are doing today in real time as we gather 
and facilitate our current programs.  However, history also has a 
stage setting that is our future, however unknown it may be. 

 
Our past history is easy to review.  We have put together a 

number of accomplishments that are listed in the Moose Legion 
Guide to Success for instance.  You just heard Danny Smith and 
Don Ross talk about a Centennial history book of Moose Legion 
accomplishments.  It really is a great assembly of informative 
articles and photos. 

 
These are things we know that have already happened.  

Many of them were indeed momentous undertakings at the time it 
was decided to do them.  But Moose Legionnaires stepped to the 
plate and our forefathers got the job done with much being 
accomplished to support this fraternal structure we know as 
Moose. 

 
Whether it was the Moose Legion’s establishment of the 

“Penny Fund” or the purchase of the dairy herd or purchasing the 
land for Moosehaven, or indeed any and all the various other 
fundraising and support programs of the past century, Moose 
Legionnaires were there leading the way. They rolled up their 
sleeves and gave tremendous support to the programs of this 
fraternity. 
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I encourage you to get a copy of the Moose Legion 
Centennial Book when they go on sale Sunday at the Gift Store.  
It will be a great trip down memory lane.  It also should serve as a 
great marketing tool for you and other sponsors to use in the 
process of selling membership to many of our good qualified 
Lodge members. 

 
Often we have heard there ought to be “How To Book” on 

inviting Lodge members to join the Degree of Service.  I think 
you will find this book goes a long way in achieving that goal.  It 
is an easy read – that is full of photos and brief articles about our 
accomplishments and our fraternal journey bringing us up to 
today.   

 
Today – is of course our present part of History.  What are 

we doing today?  How are we doing it?  What will our mark be in 
the next version of the Moose Legion History?  How will our 
efforts be remembered? 

 
Today we fund the Youth Awareness Scholarships.  We 

fund student trips from Mooseheart to travel to Moosehaven each 
year.  We continue to fund the operation of Camp Ross and 
contribute significantly to the Moosehaven Seniors Medical Fund.  
We give from our hearts to the Mooseheart / Moosehaven 
Endowment Fund on a regular basis. 

 
Many of you make the effort to get onboard the annual 

President’s Project and give your support to those efforts.  Of 
course each jurisdiction backs and raises funds to accomplish our 
annual capital projects each year. 

 
This year of course we join other units of the Order in 

supporting the Mooseheart School renovation program with a 
$100,000 commitment for the Superintendent’s Office.  
(Jokingly)  When we thought that was going to be for Gary 
Urwiler – we had planned a much smaller program – perhaps a 
well broken in and used trailer that we could pull up for him?   
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However, Gary has moved on – so we are planning a very 

proper and professional office for the incoming Superintendent.  
The Degree of Service made up of fraternal leaders – funding the 
top school office for Mooseheart – how perfect! 

 
Moose Legion membership is not where we want to be.  The 

past six years have seen declines.  We have gotten close – closer 
this past year than the previous year – but we were still 872 active 
members behind for the year. 

 
To build we must do many things.  We must be fraternal 

and show respect to our members.  We must work together to 
provide programs and activities for them to participate in and give 
them reason to use (and renew) their membership. 

 
We must be sure to be doing properly executed conferral 

ceremonies so that members truly understand what the Moose 
Legion is.  We must get the Jr. Past President, who is the 
Retention Chairman to appoint and work the Retention 
Committee – all year long.  We simply can’t wait until the last 
couple months to give it a shot. 

 
And we must do what we seem to concentrate on the most – 

invite new members to join.  And what a program – what an 
opportunity has been offered to you during our Centennial 
celebration period – a Lodge applicant can join for just ten bucks 
anywhere across the fraternity in North America. 

 
Many of you asked for no application fees because you said 

that made it easier to get members.  The Moose Legion Council 
went way beyond that for you.  Any eligible Lodge member who 
has completed six months as a Lodge member or who has 
sponsored his first accepted Lodge applicant is eligible to apply. 
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We have a Centennial information booklet to obtain and use 
in walking them through our historic achievements that brings 
them up to date and helps chart the future path of the Degree.  
Then we have such a deal in a universal and economical fee to 
apply for membership.   

 
Lodge members should be asking you to sponsor them!  I 

don’t know how we could have made inviting new members 
much easier.  If we can’t get members and grow the Degree of 
Service during this period – I don’t know when we ever will.   

 
Let’s get the job done this year in retaining and producing 

members!  This is our current place in history.  It is our time to 
make our mark.  Let us be remembered well for our efforts during 
this special centennial opportunity! 

 
The next phase of our history will be our future.  Our 

future?  Just what will be our Future?  I can tell you what I think 
about it. 

 
What I think is the future of the Moose Legion and yes the 

fraternity itself – is exactly what all of our efforts and leadership 
put together will make it.  We have a new Director General and 
his leadership and his guidance will be important.   

 
In a few days we will install a variety of other new fraternal 

leaders in various areas of the Order and each of their efforts will 
be important.  But none of what any of them – any of us at Moose 
International – put forth matters without the input, the support and 
the caring and tireless work of the individual members across our 
fraternity.   

 
You my Moose Legionnaires and all our Brothers and Co-

workers here assembled and back home are the core that truly will 
decide our future.  It is the members that make this organization 
what it is.   
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You are not only important, you are the glue that holds the 
organization together and you are the source of our strength.  
How you approach the programs, how you embrace the fraternal 
opportunities our leadership proposes, how you treat other 
members and the example you set day in and day out with other 
members and within our communities…..that is what will decide 
our future. 

 
I hope our journey will be a caring fraternal path that 

demonstrates a brotherly kindness towards others.  I hope our 
path will put common good well ahead of petty differences.  
Might we need to adjust some of our attitudes and thinking for the 
common good? – Perhaps.   

 
But, I believe we have an opportunity for a very bright and 

exciting future.  I believe that good things are on the horizon and I 
believe that while we have a rich and proud past, our present 
course and our future potential are indeed very encouraging.  We 
have an opportunity to come together now and be part of a very 
positive segment of the history yet to be written.   

 
I now invite you to join us in our efforts as we celebrate this 

next 13 months in review of past accomplishments while 
embracing our current opportunities to set the path for an even 
more impressive future as proud Moose Legionnaires.   

 
On behalf of the Moose Legion Council, we sincerely thank 

you for your support.  Working together we can set the stage to 
accomplish some very positive achievements.  There is great 
opportunity for some wonderful history to be made in the days 
ahead. 

 
Thank you for being part of it! 
 
Bob Neff 
Director 


