
2013 International Convention  -  Milwaukee WI 

As they say here in Milwaukee – HI Y’ALL…… 

Have you enjoyed this beautiful city?  Did the presence of the Mooseheart ‘kids’ at this 

convention get you ‘stoked’?  And how about Saturday – all the outstanding events that took 

place at Mooseheart – this was truly an outstanding day for the Moose fraternity.  

 I believe each of us are proud to be members of this great fraternity and take pride in 

knowing our mission is to provide home and security to our senior members and to children in 

need.  Moosehaven and Mooseheart are dependent upon each and every member.  And, because 

we believe in helping others less fortunate, we must continue to place these outstanding 

communities first and foremost in our charitable giving.   

 Moose Charities is tasked with the responsibility of securing the funding for the 

continuing needs and operations of Mooseheart and Moosehaven – for their respective capital 

projects – and for building the Mooseheart/Moosehaven Endowment Fund.  The Moose Charities 

Board of Directors written report gives you the results from 5-1-12 to 4-26-13.  And this is my 

opportunity to say “Thank You”! to each of you – our  members – to our  Associations, Lodges, 

Chapters, Moose Legions, Councils of Higher Degrees, Districts and other Moose-related 

groups.  Thank You - for giving your time and your financial support.  These two outstanding 

communities continue to operate because of you. 

 I am sure you fully understand that we need year-round assistance to acquaint all 

members with our mission and with our donation and recognition programs.  In order to 

accomplish this, we rely on the members who have volunteered their services to be Moose 

Charities Chairmen.  I ask all Moose Charities Chairmen and Assistant Chairmen present this 

afternoon to please stand.  We ask these members to communicate at least monthly with their 

committee and Fraternal Units and also to attend the Annual and Midyear 

Conventions/Conferences to present our information.  We ask that they have a table at which our 

members may pick up pamphlets, get answers to their questions, and to be ready to receive and 

receipt all donations.  And we ask them to do this at their own expense.  …… To each of you 

and those not here – I offer my sincerest ‘thanks’.  



  This past year we asked Lodges and Chapters to give special attention to raising 

funds for the Mooseheart/Moosehaven Endowment Fund during the months of October and 

February.  The results of the October Cradle and February Rocker programs were a great boost 

to the fund – the results are included in the Convention Report.  But we can do better.  There is 

truly no reason why every Lodge and Chapter cannot invite each individual frequenting the 

Lodge home to contribute to these special campaigns. All members should be invited to 

contribute via the Lodge newsletters and website.  And I now ask each Lodge and Chapter 

Representative to make a commitment to have your respective unit participate in the October 

2013 Cradle and February 2014 Rocker fundraising programs.  We must continue to increase the 

Fund to the point that the income from it will, in great measure, support Mooseheart and 

Moosehaven.  

We are so very proud of Moosehaven – our fraternity’s retirement community.  

Congratulations to John Capes, Executive Director, and his staff for enabling Moosehaven to 

receive a 5-star rating from the Center for Medicare Services – and for being named ‘one of the 

best’ nursing facilities in the country by U.S. News & World Report.  And further 

congratulations to Moosehaven for the dedication of the Katherine Smith Center – funding 

provided by the Women of the Moose.  It continues to amaze the seniors living in this beautiful 

retirement community why more of our fraternity’s senior members do not join them – they say 

that life begins at Moosehaven – and they say every day is another day in Paradise.   

 In Tampa, we introduced a new program for individuals to assist in building the 

Endowment Fund.  The Donors Circle gives each member the opportunity to help us do so – and, 

as their donations accumulate, it also provides a thank-you recognition for their generosity.  As 

each level of giving is attained, the donor will receive a beautiful pin.  Would all members of the 

Donors Circle please stand?  Thank you for giving from your heart. With your continued 

assistance and that of others, we will continue to build the fund as it is our responsibility to 

provide for and protect our extended family.   

 Also in Tampa, we introduced the Mooseheart Boosters program.  Originally 

designed to be directed at businesses and non-members, many of our members have stated their 

desire to be a Booster.  And we made it available to all of you at this Convention.  The proceeds 

from the Booster program will go to the School Renovation.  Any member or non-member who 



wishes to help our school – for the renovation and for its continued operations may become a 

Booster.  For a $10.00 buy-in, you can receive this cling for your car window and be on our 

Booster mailing list.  This opportunity will be available at each of the Annual 

Conventions/Conferences.  Spread the word – if a member or non-member cares about children – 

tell them they can help by becoming a Booster - direct them to our website, 

www.moosecharities.org. 

And, now, would our Mooseheart Boosters please stand?  I hope you will all display the 

‘I Love Mooseheart’ cling in your car windows, beginning now if you drove to Milwaukee.  On 

behalf of our Mooseheart Child City & School, I thank you sincerely.    

The League of Guardians, introduced in 2000, is becoming one of Moose Charities’ most 

successful donor recognition programs.  During the 2000-2001 fiscal year, seventy-one members 

qualified and were invited to a special event at the 2001 International Convention.  You saw the 

current League of Guardian members procession – how outstandingly impressive that was – and 

there are many who are not in attendance at this Convention.  We welcome our 179 new 

Guardians and 479 returning Guardians for an impressive total of 658 members of the League of 

Guardians for the 2012-2013 fiscal year.  All were invited to attend a special dinner in their 

honor – held last night at the Milwaukee Art Museum and I believe the Guardians who were able 

to join us had a lovely evening.  Would our Guardians please stand?  Winston Churchill said, 

“We make a living by what we get, we make a life by what we give.”  On behalf of our 

Mooseheart and Moosehaven residents, I extend heartfelt thanks to you for your outstanding 

generosity and compassion.  

 One year ago, Scott Hart introduced the need to renovate the Mooseheart School.  He 

explained that, built in 1954, the school systems have well surpassed normal life expectancy.  

This is a ten million dollar renovation project that needs every member and every fraternal unit 

to help Mooseheart create an exceptional learning environment that educates today’s child in 

need to be tomorrow’s leader with purpose.  And, because this is a two-year program and we are 

now in the second year, the revenue from the Moose Charities 2013-2014 direct mail appeals 

will be allocated to the School Renovation.  Thank you one and all who have donated to the 2013 

Spring Sweepstakes – we will hold the drawing in our office on July 1.  Winners will be notified 

by phone and letter – and posted on our Moose Charities website. 



Scott also introduced the “Honorary Member of the Class of 2013” program  – that 

enabled every member to help.  This was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to be a part of the 

Class of 2013.  The donations from this program are applied to the School Renovation fund.  

And, thanks to all who assisted – because of your love for the Mooseheart School, as of April 30, 

the Class of 2013 fundraising program brought in $215,676.00 and many of you have completed 

your enrollment forms at this Convention. This program ended this morning but, be assured, we 

have other programs for you to donate to….and our focus this year is to complete the ten million 

dollar goal for the School Renovation. 

We recognized and congratulated the Mooseheart Class of 2013 at their Graduation on 

Saturday.  Now, I invite all Honorary Members of the Class of 2013 to please stand – we 

sincerely appreciate your participation and thank you sincerely.  

So many changes through the years…but one thing has not changed….and that is the 

fraternity’s dedication and commitment to providing children in need with a nourishing home 

and a quality education - to helping these children better prepare for their future.  And now, the 

Class of 2013 has graduated.  But what about the children currently in school at Mooseheart - 

and children in future years who will need the security and education provided by our Child City 

& School?  Franklin Delano Roosevelt, U.S. President and Moose Member said, “When you take 

the underprivileged child who has had no chance of training or for education and give him the 

chance he has lacked, you are saving for future generations ten times the cost of the work.”  

These children are our extended family -- they are our future.  

Approximately ten years ago, when the very existence of our Mooseheart School was in 

jeopardy, the Women of the Moose, under the leadership of then-Grand Chancellor Tonie 

Ewoldt, came to the school’s rescue.  The ‘Save Our School’ campaign was introduced.  And, I 

believe it is safe to say that, because the Women of the Moose stepped forward at that time, we 

still have a school.  And it is up to our fraternity to provide the funds for its renovation. 

‘Educating Minds – Building Dreams’ was introduced in Tampa.  It provides naming 

opportunities at various financial levels.  At this time, on behalf of the Mooseheart School, we 

give special recognition and heartfelt thanks to the members, Lodges, Chapters, Associations, 

Councils of Higher Degrees and the Women of the Moose who have pledged to provide the 



funding  for their chosen naming opportunity.  And we sincerely thank those who completed 

their pledge and have pledged to an additional financial goal.   

And now – we are looking forward to July 27 - to celebrating Mooseheart’s Centennial.  

And we all pray this outstanding community for children will be in place for the next one 

hundred years.  Since so many members have been a part of its past, are now an active part of its 

present, I believe our members would like to be remembered (and should be remembered) for the 

dedication and commitment each has given to our Child City.   

  I am delighted to introduce the ‘TIME CAPSULE’ – Book of Tribute.  This, too, is a 

once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for individuals, Lodges, Chapters, Moose Legions, Districts, 

Councils of Higher Degrees, Associations and all other related Moose committees to be part of 

the 2013 Moose Fraternity’s Book of Tribute.  Simply provide names in honor of, or in memory 

of, one or more individuals or groups, personal notes, pictures – Executive Boards, Boards of 

Officers.    The cut off for this very special program is Friday, September 30, 2013.  The Book of 

Tribute will be placed in the Time Capsule and sealed in the cornerstone during Mooseheart 

Founder’s Day weekend.  The funds derived from this Time Capsule program will be allocated 

to the School Renovation.   

Our website is ready to receive your writings and your donations – simply visit  

www.moosecharities.org  ‘TIME CAPSULE’.   

 My friends, it is true …. WE NEED YOU ..... MOOSEHEART NEEDS YOU….OUR 

SCHOOL NEEDS YOU…. 

 Walt Emerson said, “What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters 

compared to what lies within us.” 

GOD BLESS MOOSEHEART!! 

AND 

MOOSEHAVEN!! 


