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Thank you Brother Supreme Governor for the wonderful 

introduction. Director General Hart, Supreme Governor Jim 

Henderson, Members of the Supreme Council, Chairman of the 

Mooseheart Board of Directors Eugene Huggins, Members of the 

Mooseheart Board of Directors, WOTM Grand Regent Cathleen 

Russell, Grand Chancellor of the WOTM Barb McPherson, and the 

members of the greatest fraternity in the world, I say welcome to the 

opening night of the 125th International Loyal Order of Moose 

Convention here in Milwaukee Wisconsin!  

It is an honor to stand before all of you this evening and a great 

privilege to open our great and storied Convention.  

This is truly a celebration…because we have so much to 

celebrate.  

As I look out tonight, I see members from all across America 

and even Canada and the UK. I see friends and familiar faces. But 

what I see most of all, is family.  

We are the Moose family! You are my Moose family! And that 

makes me Moose proud!  

Are you Moose proud!?! You should be, because we have so 

much to be proud of!  



I’m proud because of the great work the Moose have 

accomplished over the past 125 years. All those thousands upon 

thousands who have come before us so we might stand here tonight 

and celebrate the results of their faithfulness. It’s because of their hard 

work, diligent prayers, broken tears, and unwavering conviction, vision, 

and purpose that we have so great a foundation and fraternity.  

And it is also because of you…all of you. All of us, working 

together, with one mind and one spirit to accomplish so much, to give 

so much, that we might leave so much for those who come after us.  

I believe one of the greatest accomplishments of the Moose is 

the 12,000 students who have entered through Mooseheart. 12,000! 

Like stars in the sky, each one shines as a testament to the 

commitment of countless employees, teachers, family teachers, and 

Moose members.  

And I am proud of every single one of them.  

So tonight, I want to present to you a few of those shining 

examples of Mooseheart. Tonight, you will meet students who have 

overcome adversity, challenge after challenge, and have come out the 

other side stronger, smarter, and equipped to succeed.  

Tonight, we celebrate them and in doing so, we celebrate each 

other and Mooseheart!  

Tonight, we celebrate our Moose family! 



To start off this evenings show, I would like to have you focus 

your attention on the big screen, as we recognize the class of 2013, 

with their graduation video. 

(video of class of 2013)  

It is my distinct pleasure to introduce to you the class of 2013, 

class representative, a very talented and gifted young man, a musician 

with an incredible smile, a young man who has been at Mooseheart for 

2 Years and who is sponsored by: Chicago Heights, Illinois Lodge 

828. How about a nice Warm Welcome to Mr. Farook Anifowshe.   

 

FAROOK ANIFOWSHE:  Greetings distinguished guests.  On behalf 

of the graduating class, I would like to thank you for attending the 2000 

and 13 opening night of convention, as well as the graduation 

ceremonies tomorrow.  We are THRILLED to see you here and hope 

you are ready for a fun filled evening of entertainment.  I don’t know 

about you (point to the audience), but I (point to yourself) am excited to 

see what Mr. Hart and Mr. Urwiler have planned. I am on the edge of 

my seat anxiously waiting to see!! 

Among the many events scheduled for today and tomorrow – the 

5th and 8th grade promotion which was just awesome – give it up for 

the 5th and 8th graders;  tonight’s opening ceremonies, kicked off by – 

well me (big grin!), tomorrow’s Pilgrim march, and, of course, the 2013 

graduation ceremony tomorrow!! – I would be remiss if we didn’t take a 

moment to also recognize the 100th year milestone celebration 

scheduled for July 27th.  



On behalf of my fellow classmates, I would like to take a moment to 

talk about the signifance of this particular graduating class.  As the 

Class of 2013, we are making history.  We will forever be known as 

THE Class of 2013 – pretty darn cool, don’t you think?  Don’t you 

think?  (hand to your ear) I can’t hear you! 

Another really super cool thing that is only available this  year, is 

the opportunity to become an Honorary Valedictorian.  I mean, think 

back to when you were in high school … I know it was a long time ago, 

so I’ll give you a minute.  Anyway, how many of you were 

valedictorians or salutatorians of your high school class?  I bet many of 

you were really, really close, unlike, for example, say, Mr. Urwiler, who 

was not.   

Seriously though, becoming an Honorary Valedictorian costs just 

$100, salutatorian just $50, and for those that maybe spent a lot of 

time in the Dean’s Office, not naming any names, you know who you 

are!! – the cost to be an honorary dean is just $10.  Not only do you get 

your name etched in the  yearbook for all to see, and bragging rights 

with all your buddies down at the Lodge, you are also helping out the 

school renovation project.  Even though the class of 2013 will soon be 

moving on to the next chapter in our lives, the school renovation 

project will continue to enhance the educational opportunities for every 

Mooseheart student in our program. 

In closing, I want to take this opportunity to say ‘THANK YOU’ to 

the entire Moose fraternity and Women of the Moose for supporting the 

Mooseheart students in every way possible.  A simple “thank you” may 

not seem like much, but it is truly a heartfelt “thank you” from every 



single Mooseheart student that has ever come through the gates of 

Mooseeheart.  Your never ending, continued support has literally 

saved more lives than I can even mention.   

And on that note … sit back and enjoy the show! 

 

URWILER:  Thank you, Farook.   

This year, at the annual Mooseheart Talent show, we had two 

young boys, tie for first place in the youngest division. The unique 

factor to this was the boys are brothers, actually they are twins. So, 

tonight we have asked them to come and perform for you. Performing 

first will be Juan Lopez, who is sponsored by Aurora, Illinois Lodge 

400 and is 7 years old. He will be singing a song to you entitled: A 

SONG. Ladies / Gentleman, how about a BIG ROUND OF APPLAUSE 

FOR Juan LOPEZ!  

Incredible job Juan. Way to GO!! When I was growing up 

Michael Jackson and Thriller became a national phenomenon …well 

tonight that phenom continues as our next act will feature Eric Lopez, 

who will be dancing to Michael Jackson’s THRILLER!!!  Eric is also 

sponsored by Aurora Moose Lodge #400 and is 7 years old.  Let’s put 

your hands together as we welcome Eric Lopez to the stage.     

Wasn’t that incredible.   

Throughout this year we have several different milestones 

noteworthy of mentioning here tonight.  At this time, If you are a 

Woman of the Moose – would you please stand… Happy 100th 



birthday to the WOTM.  On behalf of the Mooseheart community and 

children, we want to say thank you and recognize the outstanding work 

that you do for our children. It is a known fact that the Mooseheart 

children absolutely love the WOTM.  

Would all the Moose Legionnaires please stand. 

Congratulations Gentlemen on your 100th year celebration as Moose 

Legionnaires.  On behalf of the Mooseheart community and students, 

we thank you for your generosity and support you provide toward our 

mission. You are truly amazing.  

And finally, how can I forget, congratulations to Mooseheart on 

our celebration of 100 years of service.  In recognition of this 

accomplishment, we have a special video presentation conducted by 

the Mooseheart children, let’s turn our attention to the video screen, as 

our children share with all of you their birthday celebration video.  

 

 This year in honor of our Centennial Year, The Supreme 

Council and Mooseheart Board of Directors, approved the relocation of 

two prominent pillars on the Mooseheart campus. When Mooseheart 

first began the cornerstone was placed in honor of Mooseheart and its 

opening of the Child City. 

For years, many people failed to even know about the 

cornerstone and its location, because it was located in a part of 

campus that wasn’t visited frequently. The Centennial Committee 

recommended that it would be only proper to rehabilitate and relocate 



the cornerstone, to an area in which many visitors could see the 

historic piece of Mooseheart.  The relocation of this monument is 

directly behind the Centennial Moose Plaza..  

Tomorrow at 9:30 a.m. we will be dedicating the new relocation 

of the Cornerstone, in honor of our 100 year anniversary.  Making this 

relocation / dedication possible and who funded the project, please join 

with me in thanking the: Massachusetts-RI, Connecticut, and the 

Northeast Moose Associations, for their generosity. How about a nice 

round of applause for these associations.   

For years, the monumental statue of our Founding Father, 

James J. Davis was located in the back area of the rotunda at the 

Historical building known as the Campanile.  

The Centennial Committee made the recommendation to honor 

our Founder of Mooseheart, by recommending moving the James J. 

Davis statue to a new location that would be visible by every member, 

visitor, or person coming onto the campus.  Tomorrow, we will be 

dedicating the James J. Davis Statue and its new location to the 

campus of Mooseheart at 9:00 am.  

The new location is in the middle of the road directly in front of 

the Mooseheart Museum and Supreme Lodge.  We want to recognize 

and thank the Grand Lodge of Great Britain for their involvement in 

funding of this very special project. Please join with me as we 

recognize this moose association for a job well done! 



  And now, let us get back to the show. Another feature act at the 

Talent show this year is a young lady from Victor Valley, California 

Lodge 1808. She has been at Mooseheart for 2 years, along with her 

brother David.  Playing the piano for you here tonight, let’s give it up for 

Miss Jen-ni Serrano………. 

 

 That was beautiful Jen-ni. Wouldn’t you all agree?!!!  Thank you 

for sharing your talents with all of us.  Next we have up a new and 

uprising star on the Mooseheart Campus, who has a voice of an angel. 

Singing here tonight live, the song performed by Carrie Underwood, 

named “Temporary Home” will be sung by sophomore, Shelby Ball, 

who has been at Mooseheart for 2 Years and is from Four Towne, 

Florida Lodge 655.  So, put your hands together for Miss Shelby Ball!!!!   

 

 

 Thank you, Shelby for sharing your talents with us…. You were 

phenomenal!!!  Wasn’t she….. 

What are you doing, it’s not your time yet?   

you have to wait for your time and that time is not yet…..go back and 

wait…..eat a snack or something.  

Oh, You just wanted to say Hi!! Ok, then, that doesn’t take too much 

time, just say HI and leave!!!   



Since Mooseheart first began, much emphasis has always been 

placed on our student’s educational experiences and offerings, 

knowing that the value of a well-rounded education was the key to 

student’s success. In 1918, the completion of the first school (Show a 

picture of the old School) was completed, allowing all of the 

Mooseheart students to attend school in a legitimate school structure.  

Then, as the Mooseheart population continued to grow, the high school 

classes were moved west to the Herb Heilman Recreational Center  

Then, in 1954 it was decided to relocate the school on the 

Mooseheart campus, to house inclusively, all the students in the same 

building. In 1960, all the students began attending school at the 

Malcolm J. Giles School, where it is located today.  Nearly 60 years 

later, the current school is in need of change. We appreciate the 

Supreme Council and the Mooseheart Board of Directors approval and 

agreement that this change is necessary now. As you all are aware, 

the school renovation project is underway  

We appreciate the many Moose Associations that have 

contributed greatly thus far and have done so with such passion and 

enthusiasm.  However, this project is not close to being completed 

financially. If you are out there today and are feeling the tugs at your 

heart to get involved at an individual level, then please visit the 

Mooseheart Booth or the Moose Charities booth sometime this week, 

and support the efforts of the school renovation project by being a 

Honorary Member of the Class of 2013. There is still time to take part 

in this fundraising effort. 



Our first phase of construction is underway, and we need to 

plan the second stage of construction. We anticipate phase 2 

beginning next summer in 2014.   

We want to bless our students with the greatest birthday gift 

ever in Mooseheart History, by accessorizing the new school with all 

new furniture, improved computer technology systems and 

connections, and a new edition to the school for our NJROTC, Band, 

and multipurpose gymnasium/theater, along with a new entrance to the 

school.   

This project depends on each of us, as we need to continue with 

our fundraising efforts. There are plenty of ways to donate. So, don’t 

waste any time or thoughts, GO THE DISTANCE and participate in 

making this a reality.    

Moose Charities is encouraging your involvement as well. 

Please visit the Moose Charities booth this week and give $10.00 

toward the project; and as a result of your $10.00 donation you will 

receive a car cling that says “I LOVE MOOSEHEART”.  Letting 

everyone know where your heart lies. 

Our final hope today is that every member and every fraternal 

unit will help us create an exceptional learning environment here at 

Mooseheart that educates today’s child in need to be tomorrow’s 

leader with purpose. 

One key aspect of the educational curriculum at Mooseheart is 

the NJROTC program, which stands for the Naval Junior Officer 



Training Corp Program. This program has provided many of our 

students with the benefit of learning more about our Military 

procedures, throughout the Naval Science Curriculum. Many of our 

students have served our country in times of war and many who have 

chosen the military as their career path. Perhaps the single proudest 

moment for any Mooseheart graduate during the 100 years of service 

of the Child City came on the south lawn of the White House, when In 

Oct, 1945, President, Harry S. Truman bestowed the highest award, 

the Medal of Honor on US Army Lt. Edward Silk, who was a graduate 

of Mooseheart, class of 1935.  

At this time, during Memorial Day weekend, would you please 

join me in a moment of silence, in honor of those MH graduates who 

have lost their lives in battle in fighting for our Country and our 

freedom? (Moment of Silence….Amen).   Thank you.   

Tonight we have some live footage from some of our very own 

military men and women, who are currently serving our country and 

making us all Moose Proud.  Let’s focus our attention on the video 

screen.   

In 2008, Christopher Morones, after spending 16 years of his life at 

Mooseheart, graduated from Mooseheart and began his next journey 

of life. Throughout his years at Mooseheart Chris was very active in the 

NJROTC program, sports (Show slide of the Chicago tribune 

newspaper article), and in Mooseheart life. Chris is currently, serving 

our country in the United States Marine Corp. and is here today to 



greet and say “Thank you” to all of you here. Please give a warm 

welcome to Lance Corporal Chris Morones……….  

(Chris Morones remarks…..) 

URWILER:  Thank you Chris for protecting our freedom and being 

here tonight. You truly are an inspiration to us all.  

One of our feature speakers tonight is a young lady who is in 

the eighth grade and who promoted today, right here on this stage just 

hours ago. Many of our students come to us with unfortunate 

circumstances, through no fault of their own.  Kassidi is here tonight to 

share her story with all of you. Please welcome to the podium from St. 

Charles, Missouri Lodge 1513, Miss Kassidi Crowe. 

KASSIDI CROWE:  Hello! My name is Kassidi Crowe, I’m 14 years old 

and I’ve been at Mooseheart since 2009. Life before Mooseheart 

wasn’t the easiest. I have an older sister who is 5 years older than me. 

For the first 3 years of my life my sister had to take care of me. My 

mom was a drug addict, addicted to crystal meth, so our mother wasn’t 

around much. Often my sister and I had to eat what we could find, 

which frequently was dry Ramen noodles.  We rarely were clean and 

bathing was not something that occurred all too often. 

 

When I turned 4, my sister and I were taken away from our 

parents and put into foster care system. Our new foster Dad we 

resided with wanted to adopt us, but our foster mother didn’t want to. 

As a result of this disagreement, they got a divorce, and we were 



moved to another home.  However, this time it was different, as my 

sister and I were split up. 

 

Thank goodness they found us a new adoption family to move 

in with quickly, so I could be rejoined with my sister.  My new adoption 

family wanted to adopt my sister and put me back in foster care, but 

our case worker didn’t want to separate us. So, we were adopted 

together. My new foster parents became pregnant and had added a 

little sister to our new family. After the birth of my new sister my 

parents moved from Florida to Missouri. At that time I was 6 and my 

older sister was 11. I wasn’t happy with the move, because I wanted to 

stay where I had lived most of my life. Neither my sister nor I wanted to 

live with our new Adoptive parents anyway.  We wanted to live with our 

real mom. 

 

My parents would take my older sister to the therapist for 

reasons still unknown to me, and she had to stay with my aunt and 

uncle for a little while. When she left I was very upset, because she 

was the only person I had a real relationship with at home. She never 

came back. Eventually, my sister was put back into foster care away 

from me. I was devastated with this and couldn’t understand why she 

couldn’t live with us.  Many times I heard my parents arguing, because 

my dad wanted everyone to stay together (including my sister) and my 

mom didn’t. I hated my parents for taking my sister away, and often got 

into trouble. My parents arguing got so bad that they almost got a 

divorce. Regardless, my parents stayed together. 



A lot of my privileges were taken away because of my 

behavior. I wasn’t allowed to be in the same room as my little sister, 

and they would lock me upstairs away from the main floor, because my 

mom thought I would try to physically hurt my little sister. Many times, I 

had to eat on the stairs, and spend all of my time in my room, because 

I wasn’t like the rest of the family. I was isolated. She would yell at me, 

and then send me to my room for upsetting her. I’d run to my room and 

cry my eyes out while she’d slam the door behind me. 

After a while, my adoptive parents heard about Mooseheart 

and began the process for me to be a student there.  I have been at 

Mooseheart now for three years.  At Mooseheart I am involved with the 

4-H program, where I work with animals and learn life skills. I also play 

volleyball. I like these activities because they keep me busy and out of 

trouble. When I have free time, I enjoy watching TV and hanging out 

with my friends. Since coming to Mooseheart my sister and I have 

been able to reconnect. Mooseheart has been challenging for me at 

times, but it’s a good place to live. Mooseheart and its staff works hard 

to help provide for me and the girls that I live with.  What I value most 

is how much Mooseheart and the Moose members care for you. 

Sometimes it is weird to think these people, the moose members, don’t 

really know me, and yet they continue to provide me with all my needs. 

For that I am grateful and appreciative of all the generosity and 

kindness you show me.  I feel secure and wanted, and am beginning to 

put my past behind me.  I look forward to continuing my stay at 

Mooseheart and someday earning a Mooseheart Scholarship, so I can 

successfully go on into my adult life. Without Mooseheart these 



opportunities would have not been my path of life. I am sure that I 

would not be who I am today if it weren’t for the Moose and 

Mooseheart. Thank you for believing in me and taking a chance on me. 

God Bless you all.  

 

 

URWILER:  Great job Kassidi, how about another round of applause 

for Kassidi Crowe. This is the reason why we do what we do, because 

of children like this who provide us with the motivation to reach every 

child in need.  Again Thank you, Kassidi.  

 This year with the appointment of former Executive Director of 

Mooseheart, Mr. Scott Hart, to the Director General of the Loyal Order 

of Moose, and with myself being named the new Executive Director, 

the vacant position of School Superintendent / Principal became 

available. A search committee was formed and spent plenty of time 

interviewing all candidates. On April 6th, 2013, the announcement of 

our new Superintendent / Principal was announced. The individual we 

selected has much knowledge of Mooseheart, as he began his career 

with Mooseheart back in 1984, just out of college and was first hired as 

a Houseparent. Quickly, he became a teacher and coach in 1985, and 

eventually the Athletic Director and Head Football Coach of the Red 

Rambler Football Team, before leaving to become a principal at 

Yorkville Middle School, just 25 minutes south of Mooseheart. He 

served as principal in Yorkville for 17 years.  It gives me great pleasure 

to introduce you to the new leader of the Mooseheart School, who 



would like to say a couple of words to you as he returns back to the 

place in which provided him with his first employment experience, Mr. 

Jeffrey Szymczak.  

JEFF SZYMCZAK:  Thank you Gary for the nice introduction. 

I am thankful to you, the Moose members, for the opportunity 

to speak with you today.  This invitation is special to me for several 

reasons.  First, it signals my return to Mooseheart after 18 years as a 

public school principal.  It is a place I loved to work and have always 

had a tremendous respect for Mooseheart’s mission.   

Secondly, this convention is near my hometown of Cudahy 

just to our south.  I have many fond memories growing up around here.  

Bike rides, golf, and participating in interscholastic football, basketball, 

baseball, track and, of course, going to summer festivals just down the 

road from here.   

I thought for a time about what I would want to say to the 

supporters of Mooseheart and the words of Poet Laureate Maya 

Angelou kept surfacing.  I had the pleasure of experiencing her speak 

in Chicago this March and her ideas were profound and I believe fit 

here today. 

For most of us, our formative years are built around mostly 

happy memories.  Perhaps it was playing in the neighborhood with our 

friends, or a favorite teacher or activity.  It is unfortunate, but many 

children endure a brutal and unforgiving childhoods.  Some grow up 

knowing only hunger.  Some grow up being abused.  Others grow up 

being neglected.  Often the only skies a child knows are ones with 



storm clouds.  They wake up each day to the prospect of stormy 

weather and buffeting winds.   

The work of Mooseheart is to provide the safe harbor for these 

children.  Dr. Angelou would say that you help provide the “Rainbow in 

the Clouds” for these children.  As Moose members you help enhance 

the opportunity for children to see there are rainbows to be had.  Each 

storm that passes can be shown to present an opportunity for growth.     

Your courageous actions and sacrifices you make to your own 

families help ensure those who are less fortunate have opportunities.  

As you are aware Mooseheart has endured for 100 years now.  

Despite changes in politics, economics, and even the family matrix, 

Mooseheart has changed to meet the needs that of otherwise 

disadvantaged children. 

I hope all of you will join with us and celebrate the persistence 

of the Moose in providing a high quality academic and vocational 

education while instilling the need to serve in all Mooseheart’s 

graduates.  As you are aware, the Mooseheart School building is 

undergoing its first complete renovation since the 1950s.   

Think of all the changes made since the time the school was 

original built.  The only power needed was to plug in the film projector 

or use the overhead.  Today student are expected to arrive in college 

or the work force having presentation skills and able to navigate and 

access knowledge using software and the Internet.  This means a 

series of computers or charging stations available for each classroom.   

We know the climate affects the learning environment too.  

Have a heating and cooling system in place for our students and staff 



will allow us to maximize building use and provide the best 

environment for learning.  Stifling heat like we had last summer and fall 

in Chicagoland makes it difficult to concentrate and give your best. 

Lastly, we would ask that you think about Mooseheart as you 

would the school buildings in your community.  It is an important pillar 

in our community; your community; the children’s community.  The 

bricks and mortar are an important step in educating our youth.      

I ask you today to pronounce that you will be that “Rainbow in 

the Clouds” for the children at Mooseheart.  Give to support the 

renovation project today and set the direction the next half century.         

Thanks again for being a child’s “Rainbow in the Clouds.”  

There is no more noble cause. 

 

 URWILER:  Thank You, Jeff for your encouraging words and for 

sharing with us this evening. We look forward to working with you and 

witnessing the many benefits of your leadership with our staff, students, and 

community. 

 

Our next act tonight we discovered at the talent show and 

decided to invite him to perform live for you. He will be singing 2 songs 

for you tonight entitled: Lean on Me Moose Style and Mooseheart’s 

Journey. Performing Live for you, a member of the Residential 

Administration team at Mooseheart, Mr. Tom Dechert.  

 

Now, that was too funny. Great job Tom. Thank you for sharing with us 

tonight.  



 

 One of the most enjoyable things to listen to at Mooseheart is 

the Mooseheart Concert band. So, without any hesitation let’s put your 

clappers together as we welcome Stephen Schmidt and the 

Mooseheart Band to the stage.  

 

 Thank you Mooseheart Band, aren’t they incredible?  How 

about another nice round of applause for our Mooseheart Band and to 

Mr. Schmidt!  

Our next feature will be a young woman who will be graduating 

tomorrow. We have had the privilege in getting to know her for the past 

4 years!  She has just received the ACE award in recognition of her 

efforts of “Overcoming the Odds” by the Exchange Club of the Tri-

Cities and was on the cover of the Neighborhood of Batavia Magazine, 

along with her classmate, Wale Sanni. Ladies and Gentlemen, 

speaking to you today, with her infectious smile and incredible story, 

Sponsored by: Newark, Delaware Lodge 630, please welcome to 

podium….Miss U-Conjay Nelson.  

U-CONJAY NELSON:  One hundred years ago, James J. Davis had a 

vision; from that vision, Mooseheart was born.  Eighteen years ago, my 

mother had a vision: to raise her children with her husband in a safe 

neighborhood; the vision of all her children having an education, the 

chance of a bright and promising future for them.  The vision my 

mother had vanished for 14 years. 



My mother was an immigrant from Liberia.  She came to 

America when she was 5 months pregnant with me.  She came to live 

with a man she trusted, who was supposed to be my dad.  My mother 

was forced to live in his basement, where there was no heat, and she 

slept on a concrete floor, with a fitted sheet as her blanket.  My mother 

was only allowed to come upstairs when she was cooking or cleaning 

for the family.  When my “dad” got into an argument with his girlfriend, 

he would come downstairs and my mother became his punching bag, 

despite her being pregnant with me.  One day, the beating was so bad, 

my mom began to go into labor with me.  When she got to the hospital, 

she told them, she fell.  A few hours later, I was born - healthy.  My 

mom and I slept in the hospital for a week, until the doctors told her we 

had to leave.  At the time, she didn’t know English, where to go or even 

my dad’s phone number.  Not knowing what to do, my mother picked 

me up, and we left the hospital.  As we began to walk, my dad 

appeared and picked us up.  When we arrived back home, my mother 

and I went back to the basement.  After a while, my dad’s girlfriend 

started to complain about me and my mother being downstairs.  She 

said she felt uncomfortable.  His solution to her being “uncomfortable”, 

was to kick me and my mother out.  I spent the first four years of my 

life homeless.  In the summer, my mother and I spent most of our time 

outside, and, if we were lucky, we were able to spend the night in a 

shelter. 

When I turned 5, my mom found a job working at the airport.  

With a little money, we finally found a place to call home.  Once in a 

while, my dad would come over, but that stopped when he and my 



mom got into an argument.  It was then that I found out he wasn’t my 

real dad, and that my real dad had passed away a couple of months 

before I was born.   

A couple of years later, my two older brothers and sister came 

from Africa.  They had been living with together.  What I thought would 

be the end of my misery, only became the beginning of my nightmare.  

My mom became really sick and had to stop working.  After school I 

took care of her and once I put her to bed, I started on my homework.  

Once I finished my homework, I put myself to bed.  No one to tuck me 

in, or kiss me goodnight.  I was 7 years old.  This process became 

known as my life.  The years passed and my mom’s health got 

progressively worse due to the many strokes she had had over the 

years.  She started to suffer from Alzheimer’s.  Both of my older 

brothers dropped out of school and choose different paths – one to 

drugs and the other to gang life. 

By now, my mom’s vision and hope for the future seemed to be 

slipping quickly away, but there was still a sliver of hope.... there was 

still me.  To keep her vision for the future alive, she made the decision 

to send me to Mooseheart.  Part of having a vision is doing whatever it 

takes to see that vision come true; oftentimes sacrificing your dreams 

to see the dreams of others come true, which is what James J. Davis 

did.  He put everything he had into Mooseheart, knowing it would make 

a difference to children. 

I will never forget the phone call that changed my life.  I was 

sitting at home when the phone rang.  “Hello, this is Kyle Rife.  Can I 

speak to U-Conjay or Sarah.”  At this point, I had developed a pretty 



good relationship with Kyle because I kept calling him and calling him 

and calling him, asking when I could come to Mooseheart.  So I 

answered “What’s up Kyle?  This is U-Conjay.  What can I help you 

with.”  “Well”, he says, “we have decided you would be an excellent 

addition to the Mooseheart family.”  I reply “OMG Kyle, I ‘m so happy 

and thankful and” click – I accidentally hung up the phone on him!  I 

ran upstairs and told my mom.  She immediately started to cry.  Not 

because she was sad, but because she knew that I would finally get 

the chance she never did. 

I’ve been at Mooseheart for four years and though there have 

been ups and downs, they are not equivalent to the happiness I have 

experienced and the opportunities Mooseheart has given to me.  I live 

in a house with girls I would literally give everything for.  I have a 

support system that I can count on – no matter what.  I have Family 

Teachers willing to go to the end of the world and back for me.    Being 

at Mooseheart means I have a chance to attend college.  If not for 

Mooseheart, I would still be home taking care of my mom, never being 

able to reach my full potential;  Never realizing my mom’s vision. I 

would be too busy growing up faster than I needed to. 

One of my best memories at Mooseheart, and maybe one of the 

more childish ones, was centered on one of the North Carolina trips.  

Our home went to their annual convention and I met one of my most 

favorite people – Jeepy McCullough  was the funniest person I had 

ever met.  When he spoke, everyone listened.  I also noticed how he 

started all his speeches with “Amen”.  After the trip, when school 

started in the fall, we were given an assignment that required us to 



present it to the class.  I already knew what I was going to do.  (I’m 

sure you can guess too!)  When it was my turn to present, I walked up 

to the front of the room, extremely proud and started my presentation 

with an “Amen”.  Unfortunately, it didn’t work in my favor!  Thanks a lot 

Jeepy!  That North Carolina trip wasn’t just a ordinary trip for me, it was 

an opportunity for me to be a child. 

Sometimes God takes things away from us and returns 

something in greater value.  I lost my father and my grandparents – 

never getting the chance to see them or getting to know them.  My 

childhood was taken from me, and I was forced to grow up faster than 

normal.  When I came to Mooseheart, those gifts that were once taken 

from me, were returned.  Now, not only do I have more father figures 

than I could ever need, I am equally blessed with so many 

grandparents from the Men and Women of the Moose, that I can’t  

remember life without them.   

When I graduate tomorrow, not only will I be the first in my 

family to graduate from high school, I will also be the first to go to 

college.  In the fall, I will attend Northern Illinois University, majoring in 

Criminal Justice and Law, with a minor in Dance.  (I know, the two 

don’t really go together, I just love to dance!!) 

The opportunities that Mooseheart has provided for me would 

never have been possible if not for all of you.  When I came to 

Mooseheart, I was the face of hardship and pain; the face of a lost 

childhood and you took the time to love me and care for me -  before 

you even got to know me.  Now, you see a young lady, with an 



engaging smile and infectious laugh (from what I’ve been told and who 

am I to argue?) and with a bright future.   

Due to James J. Davis, my future holds a light, not just any light, 

a light that glows red, a light that represents James J. Davis’ hard work 

and the hard work of the Men and Women of the Moose.  The hard 

work of you, the ordinary Moose Member, with families of your own, 

who continuously and willingly give to children you barely even know, 

and who do so with such love and joy in your heart.  A light that 

represents the many people’s lives that have changed. A light that 

represents me.   

Thank You. 

 

URWILER:  Thank you U-Conjay for your willingness to share your 

personal story with all of us here tonight. We truly are inspired by your 

story, and love you dearly.  What an amazing young woman you are 

and we are glad that you are at Mooseheart! 

Men and Women of The Loyal Order of Moose, It is now 9:00 pm.  

Please stand and face toward Mooseheart, and let us Fold your arms 

and bow our heads, and join our Children in silent prayer.  

Repeat after me.  “Let the little children come to me, Do not keep them 

away, for they are like the kingdom of heaven, GOD BLESS 

MOOSEHEART.   

 



 What a year it has been for the athletes of Mooseheart. This 

year we have seen many of our programs have a great deal of success 

on the field, court, wrestling mat, and track. Each team is extremely 

thankful for the many fans and support that they receive from the 1.2 

million men and women of this fraternity. These athletes understand 

the generosity, support, and sacrifice that our members provide each 

day, month, and year to see that our children are able to compete at 

the highest level. Tonight, we will recognize the Red Rambler Football 

team who had yet another memorable season, almost topping last 

years undefeated season. The team ended up 8-1, please join me as 

we welcome members of the football team to the stage.  

 Let us move into the recognition of the Boys Basketball Team, 

who finished this year with a record of 24-6, and earned the distinction 

of being crowned “Regional Champions” in the IHSA State 

Tournament. Accepting the trophy tonight, along with some of the 

players will be Coach Ron Ahrens.   

 This year we had 4 members of the Boys Wrestling team 

advance on to the IHSA State Sectional Meet and compete at nearly 

the highest level of competition. These four guys had tremendous 

seasons are will be earning a trophy tonight for them to never forget 

their success. (Sammy Strickland……2nd place in regionals, 1st round 

of Sections), Joe Feemorlu- Regional Champion, U-Jay Smith- 

Regional Champion, and Junior Smith Undefeated regular season 24-0 

and Regional Champion). 



 Track and Field was yet another successful year. The team was 

awarded conference champs in the Northeastern Athletic Conference. 

And as of last Friday, became the IHSA Sectional Champions.   State 

Champion high jumper Oumaru Abdulahi will say a couple of words on 

behalf of the track team. (Oumaru’s remarks) 

I want to share with you what the Moose have taught me about family.  

In 1974, at 5 years old, I watched my father die of a massive heart attack in 

Moose Lodge #279 in Riverside New Jersey. And as a young boy I 

experienced part of my family being taken away.  

 

But my Moose family let my mom and the rest of us know they would always 

be there for us.   

 

In 1981, I took my first steps onto the 1,000-acre campus of Mooseheart. And 

the Moose proved to me that the bonds of my Moose family stand strong.    

 

I graduated from Mooseheart in 1987, but that didn’t mean my Moose family 

said I was on my own after that. No, they gave me the chance to earn a 

scholarship that gave me the ability to attend Eureka College. My Moose 

family gave all they could…they sacrificed…so I could succeed.    

 



In 1995, Mooseheart hired me as a teacher and coach. And my Moose family 

taught me that family means there’s always a place for you.   

 

In 1997, I met my wife, Donna, on the Mooseheart campus and we were 

married in the House of God. My moose family taught me what it means to 

have a family of my own.   

 

In 2003, I became the superintendent of Education at Mooseheart and in 

2008 I was given the opportunity to move and reside on the Mooseheart 

campus. My Moose family taught me what it means to be home.  

 

In 2013, I was named as the Executive Director of Mooseheart.  

 

I can think of no greater expression of family than what Moose has been to 

me. And I can think of no greater example than to raise my family within the 

values, morals, and family of Mooseheart.  

 

I learned my Moose family was wiling to go the distance for me and now it is 

my honor to go the distance for my Moose family. That’s my passion. And it is 

my hope and my mission to instill that passion into every single student and 

fellow Moose I can.  

 



I want all of you to be passionate about your Moose family. I want all of us to 

celebrate! So come on, let’s celebrate!  

 

### 

  

 


