
Fraternalism at its Best 

 PAST DIRECTOR GENERAL DONALD H. ROSS (Portsmouth, Virginia Lodge No. 
898): Supreme Governor Henderson, Grand Regent Russell, Director General Hart, Grand 
Chancellor McPherson, Supreme Governor-Elect Koons, officers of the Loyal Order and Women 
of the Moose, members attending this annual International Moose Convention.  

Mooseheart Loyal Legion 

In June 1914, at Pittsburgh Moose, home of Director General James J. Davis, (Moose) 
Legion No. 1 was born with the installation of a strong membership and an enthusiastic 
campaign for growth – membership and financially.  It was decided that when a thousand charter 
members came in, across the fraternity, a meeting would be called and a Constitution adopted.  
The Mooseheart Loyal Legion was organized for the purpose of raising an endowment to aid in 
the maintenance of Mooseheart – the Child City.  Any member of the Loyal Order of Moose who 
desired to contribute two dollars or more per year to Mooseheart was eligible for membership.  
Within one month, twenty-eight Moose Legion jurisdictions were in the process of being 
organized.  The original Degree (Ritual) Team were “attired in evening dress, decorated with 
purple fezzes . . . (and were) comprised of North, South, East and West Moose.”  Those positions 
and Offices continued for decades thereafter.  And, new members to the Moose Legion learned 
the messages of Faith, Hope and Charity. 

By August, Supreme Herder (Director of Moose Legion) R. H. Nesbit referred to the 
newly found organization as the Mooseheart Legion of the World, and he announced, “Letters 
began to pour in, inquiring whether women or children could join the Mooseheart Legion.”  He 
continued by stating “provisions were immediately made to open the door to wives and children 
of the members of the Loyal Order of Moose and accordingly there (was) organized a Woman’s 
and Children’s Auxiliary.”  The annual dues for the ladies were one dollar and the children 
joined for fifty cents per year. 

Women’s Loyal Moose Circle 

 At about this same time, the Women were first recognized as an official component of the 
fraternity and they began to hold meetings in conjunction with the annual International 
Conventions.  And, like their sibling counterpart, the Loyal Legion, from the beginning the 
concept of the organization was Faith, Hope and Charity.  And, also from the very beginning, the 
unit of our Order, now called the Women of the Moose, has continually devoted their time, 
energy and substance to Mooseheart and later to Moosehaven.  

The Early Ritual 

 An early ritual says, “the history of the progress of humanity teaches us that no great 
enterprise has been successful . . . unless those who have been its founders . . . have had 



unbounded Faith in its objects and designs and the assurance of Faith in its final attainment.  
Faith is the main root of all real growth and development.  Faith is the electric current that brings 
light and power into every successful movement.  We of the Mooseheart Legion hold 
unswerving Faith in the success of Mooseheart.”   

 Continuing the message, the members joining the Moose Legion (circa 1915) and most 
likely the Women of the Moose, heard, “We are saved by Hope.  Hope saves for discouragement.  
Hope saves from the danger of opposition, trials, hardships and difficulties.  Hope saves us from 
yielding to the weariness of the body and soul.  Hope keeps the heart refreshed and in 
determination.  Hope keeps the whole being moving forward in splendid harmony of action 
toward accomplishment.  Hope fills the vision of the future with things that can be done and 
dictates the assurance that they will be done.” 

 Concluding the original message, the candidate learned “of the three graces the greatest 
of these is Charity.  Faith is the impulse of all successful action.  Hope is the sustaining power in 
the human breast that keeps every fiber in the body strained to the goal, every pulse beat more 
eager for accomplishment, every thought expectant in the sure confidence of attainment.  Faith 
and Hope hand in hand, move toward the destined end, never swerving, never failing, and never 
yielding.  But love is the moving force.  We cannot believe in anything we do not love.  We 
cannot hope for anything for which we have no ardent affection.  Love is the unconquerable 
force of life.  What we love we attain . . . The love for childhood and its future was the first 
inception of Mooseheart. As we love childhood, we love Mooseheart, because it offers to 
childhood the greater opportunity to reach a successful manhood and a worthy womanhood.  
(And) we support Mooseheart – because it is the place – where the old folks – will never be 
made to feel – that they are an encumbrance.  At Mooseheart they will learn – that we want them 
to live on and on – enjoying a happy old age – of peace and plenty.”   

 A note – prior to the opening of Moosehaven in 1923, the aged being cared for by the 
Order were housed at Mooseheart.   

 Nearly a century later, the Moose Legion Code of Rules states on page one, its objective 
to “exemplify the principles of Faith, Hope, Charity and Loyalty (and to) foster and promote the 
charitable efforts and fraternal programs of the Order, particularly those that benefit the children 
at Mooseheart and seniors at Moosehaven.  Similarly, a century later, you will still find upon the 
Women of the Moose logo, the letters F, H and C, signifying the Ladies ongoing belief in the 
principals of Faith, Hope and Charity.  

Moose Legion and its accomplishments 

 From the very beginning, the Moose Legion has given to Mooseheart, to Moosehaven 
and to the Moose Lodge.  In 1913, the Mooseheart dairy herd was funded by members of the 
second degree.  The herd produced milk for the Child City until about ten years ago, when the 
costs became prohibitive.  In 1914, Loyalty Hall was built by the degree of service.  The building 



still stands today and over the years has been Supreme Lodge headquarters, the computer 
training center, with overnight accommodations, and most recently (once again) office space.  In 
1917, the Moose Legion raised money to build a residence hall, at Mooseheart, and five years 
later teamed up with the Women to build a residence hall at Moosehaven.  In 1949, with Moose 
Legion funding, the Moosehaven Community Building was erected and along with many co-
contributors, the magnificent House of God was completed and opened at Mooseheart.  In the 
fifties, the Moose Legion contributed to Mooseheart’s Faith Hall, the Mooseheart High School 
construction, and Moosehaven’s Legion Hall.  In 1971, once again, the Moose Legion took on an 
awesome project, and the result was the Museum of Moose history – they paid for the addition, 
too, in 1985.  In recent years, projects have included at Mooseheart, computers for the Training 
Center, flat roof repair at the House of God, renovation of the bell tower, renovation of the 
powerhouse and restoration of the street light poles. 

 Today, and since 1959, our Mooseheart children have enjoyed year-round recreation at 
Camp Ross, a one hundred fifty-acre facility located sixty miles west of Mooseheart.  Funds 
from each Moose Legionnaire’s annual dues are designated for the operation of Camp Ross and 
are used to maintain and expand the facility.  This rolling, beautiful wood retreat, combined with 
modern amenities and a secure location, has given our students a getaway that they continue to 
enjoy throughout the year.  Members of the Moose Legion also ensure top-notch medical care for 
our Moosehaven residents by maintaining the Moosehaven Senior’s Medical Fund.  As with 
Camp Ross, a portion of the dues is used exclusively to help defray the increasing cost of 
medical services for our seniors.     

Women of the Moose and its accomplishments 

 While the Women had been meeting for nearly four years, in conjunction with 
conventions, it was all made official in 1916, when the Supreme Council conferred the 
Mooseheart Legion of the World would be the men of the Mooseheart Legion, the women of the 
Mooseheart Legion and the Junior Legion.  In 1922, the men and women of the Legion paid 
$30,000 to establish Moosehaven and in the same year the Women raised the funds for the 
Women’s Building at Mooseheart.  In 1925, Miss Katherine Smith started to supervise the 
Mooseheart-Moosehaven Extension Service and later became the first Grand Chancellor (1942).  
In 1927 the Development Committees were established by Miss Smith and funds were being 
raised for the Mooseheart Laboratory of Child Research.  In 1929, the Friendship Degree was 
formed and Mrs. Jean R. Davis, wife of the Director General, was the first President of the 
Degree.  In 1931, the Women of the Mooseheart Legion became the Women of the Moose.  In 
1932, the women began scholarship programs.  In 1938, the women from Indiana build the 
wading pool at the Baby Village.  In 1946, the Grand Council was established and general laws, 
rules and regulations were established.  In 1950, the Friendship and College of Regents donated 
$60,000 toward the House of God and pledged $10,000 a year, thereafter.  In 1952, the Women 
contributed nearly $150,000 to the new school project, at Mooseheart, and donated another 
$125,000 two years later.  In 1962, the women built the seawall at Moosehaven and the next year 



donated more than $200,000 to support the Mooseheart Field House.  Later in the sixties, they 
built Academy Hall for $250,000 and contributed to the new Health Center, $500,000, at 
Moosehaven.  In the seventies, the Women built the Katherine Smith Hall at Moosehaven and 
the Health Center at Mooseheart, the latter being their first $1,000,000 project.  More recent 
fundraisers have included the money for the Mooseheart band and their musical instruments, 
maintenance funds for numerous buildings, hearing aids, hobby shops, telephone systems, 
computer systems, furniture; they dredged Mooseheart Lake, helped repair the House of God, 
paid for the laundry, stationary and gift wraps; they have bought rocking chairs, bleachers, ice 
machines, printing equipment; supported the beauty shop, bought microwave ovens, coffee 
makers and humidifiers.  You get the idea – the Women of the Moose support Mooseheart and 
Moosehaven.  In the past fifteen years, they have renovated the Antoinette Marinello Hall, at 
Mooseheart, the Vivian Borom Hall at Moosehaven and built the Kay Cancie Gymnasium for 
our kids.  It is evident that the original purposes of the Mooseheart Loyal Legion has been 
fulfilled and carried on for one-hundred years.  I believe the founding men and women of the 
Mooseheart Loyal Legion would be proud of the organizations’ accomplishments.  One can 
certainly wonder – where would we be without the Moose Legion and the Women of the Moose?               

A New Era 

 This past Sunday, I had the pleasure of introducing Director General Hart for his first 
report as our chief executive officer.  I concluded by stating, I have had the good fortune of being 
a member of this great organization for forty-three years and in that time on only five prior 
occasions did a Director General come to the convention podium to deliver his first annual report 
. . . a new era in Moosedom is about to begin and you are here to be a part of that new and 
exciting era.  It reminded me of a message delivered by a young Supreme Secretary in 1996 and 
I recalled the words to “A Whole New World” from Walt Disney’s “Aladdin” – here a some of 
those words: “I can open your eyes…take you wonder by wonder…over sideways and under on 
a magic carpet ride…a whole new world…a new fantastic point of view…no one to tell us no or 
where to go or say we’re only dreaming...a whole new world…a dazzling place I never 
knew…but when I’m way up here…it’s crystal clear…that now I’m in a whole new world with 
you…unbelievable sights, indescribable feelings…soring, tumbling, freewheeling through an 
endless diamond sky...a whole new world…I am like a shooting star…with new horizons to 
pursue…I’ll chase them anywhere…let me share this whole new world with you.”   

 Brother Director General Hart, you will take us to a whole new world.  We are ready to 
go.  We will follow when needed and lead when necessary.  We understand that the Moose 
Home will be a place for families, with a wide variety of family activities, for all ages; it will 
have teen clubs, it will have sports, there will be rituals, there will be committees; we will 
provide community service, including Moose Youth Awareness, Special Olympics and Safe 
Surfing; our facilities will be painted, cleaned and fix-up, as required; they will be safe; we will 
dance, we will play family appropriate games; we will eat, we will enjoy a beverage or two; we 
will raise funds for Mooseheart and Moosehaven; we will go to training sessions; we will be 



active in our districts and our state and provincial associations; we will pay our dues, invite 
others to join and collect the dues of those unpaid; and we will grow the Loyal Order of Moose, 
the Women of the Moose and the Moose Legion.  For some of our Lodges, it will be a whole 
new world and for others it will be just simply doing more of what we have done in the past.  We 
will do all this because we believe in purity, aid and progress; because we believe that a burden 
heavy to one is borne lightly by many; and because we believe in Faith, Hope and Charity, but 
the greatest of these is Charity.  God Bless Mooseheart and Moosehaven.  Thank you.                      

    

   

 

   

   

 

     


