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Good morning, Brothers.  It is an honor and a privilege for me to have the opportunity to 
bring you the report of the Activities Department this morning. 
 
The Activities Department was created in September 2012 for the purpose of providing 
increased guidance to the membership activities of the Order.  In addition, it removed the 
responsibility for these programs from the Membership Department, which freed up time 
and resources to allow the Membership Department to place its entire focus on increasing 
the fraternity’s membership.  The Activities Department is staffed by Assistant Director 
Chris Ecker, Administrative Assistant Valerie Korstick and myself as the department’s 
director.    
 
As Moose members, we have a responsibility to serve others and to do so based on the 
reward to those we serve rather than ourselves.  Community service is one of the 
cornerstones of our fraternal structure and is at the heart of our mission as an organization 
– to make our communities better places in which to live.  The good works of the men 
and women of the Moose are everywhere.  They are obvious to all of us, but are often 
unrealized or unrecognized by those who are not part of our membership ranks.  It is up 
to us to open their eyes to the efforts that we see each day with a great deal of clarity. 
 
At this time, it is my privilege to introduce the five members who proudly serve as the 
Moose International Community Service Committee.  They are: 

 Dan Froning, Mobridge, South Dakota Lodge 1685 
 Chuck Letourneau, Cayce, South Carolina Lodge 462 
 Mike Brown, St. Albans, West Virginia Lodge 868 
 Ron Houston, Louisville, Kentucky Lodge 5, and  
 Chairman Sean Maloney, Braintree, Massachusetts Lodge 413 

 
Please join me in extending our appreciation to the members of the International 
Community Service Committee. 
 
2012-2013 appears to have been another year in which the value of community service 
performed by members of the Loyal Order of Moose increased.  This is only possible 
through persistent effort and a strong desire to provide hope, support and comfort to those 
in need. 
 
Due to the close proximity of this convention to the May 15th reporting deadline for the 
4th quarter community service report, we do not yet have final figures for the 2012-2013 
fiscal year.  These final figures will be compiled and provided to your respective state 
and provincial Moose Associations for presentation at your upcoming Association 
conventions. 



Here are the numbers through the first three quarters of the past fiscal year:   
 
Cash Donations:  $11,377,011.09 
Hours Served:   $24,567,384.00 
Miles Driven:        $723,833.40 
 
The total value of Loyal Order of Moose Community Service through the first three 
quarters of 2012-2013 was $36,668,228.49, which was an increase in value of service 
performed of more than $1.1 million over same period in 2011-2012.  Additionally, it 
was reported that 141,781 volunteers participated in Moose community service efforts 
during those three quarters.  Brothers, we appreciate all you have done, and we thank you 
for continuing to show our communities how important the Moose is to them. 
 
Since the fraternity’s community service program was merged into the Membership 
Department in 2009, we have focused on fraternity-wide promotion of our “core 
programs”, those programs that our department endorses and that our units should 
willingly support.  The core community service programs are: 
 The Moose Youth Awareness Program 
 Tommy Moose 
 Special Olympics 
 Safe Surfin’, and 
 Moose Alert 

Here is an update on each of these programs. 
 
The 2012-2013 Moose Youth Awareness Program experienced another successful year.  
Teenagers across North America attended more than 100 Association Student 
Congresses, selected their topics, developed their respective KidsTalks presentations and 
spread positive messages to audiences of four to nine-year-olds numbering in the 
thousands.  Thanks to the efforts of the Moose Legions again this year, we were able to 
provide five scholarships for our International Youth Awareness Congress totaling 
$30,000.  
 
During the first weekend of May, 52 students who were selected by their peers met at the 
International Youth Awareness Congress in Lisle, Illinois, just 15 minutes east of 
Mooseheart.  The students had an extremely full schedule again this year, including a trip 
to downtown Chicago to visit the Field Museum, Shedd Aquarium and Adler 
Planetarium.  The group also traveled to Mooseheart for lunch, this year’s official group 
photograph and a campus tour.  The tour guides were Mooseheart seniors Junior Smith 
and Wale Sanni, both of whom were attending the International Youth Awareness 
Congress for the second consecutive year. 
 
The students also paid visits to River Park, Illinois Lodge 2578 dinner and entertainment 
on Saturday, May 4 and Berwyn, Illinois Lodge 424 for dinner, entertainment and the 
presentation of scholarships on Sunday, May 5.  We extend our sincerest thanks to those 
lodges for opening their doors to the students, and we commend the members of the 



Illinois Moose Association for the planning, organizing and execution of all of the events 
throughout the weekend. 
 
Here are this year’s scholarship winners: 

 The $2,000 fifth place scholarship went to Kameron Hornsby from Mount Nebo, 
West Virginia 

 The $3,000 fourth place scholarship went to Ryan Cross from Mechanicsville, 
Virginia 

 The $5,000 third place scholarship went to Mark Horgan from Gloucester, 
Massachusetts 

 The $8,000 second place scholarship went to Arien Skiba from Greenville, 
Pennsylvania 

 And this year’s $12,000 first place scholarship went to Logan Dooley from 
Upland, Indiana 

 
During the 2013-2014 fiscal year, the Activities Department will be analyzing the Youth 
Awareness Program, including an update of program materials and evaluation of 
participation by our State/Provincial Moose Associations and effectiveness of current 
Association Youth Awareness Coordinators. 

The Activities Department also plans to begin the process of completing two videos to 
assist in the promotion and operation of the Moose Youth Awareness Program.  The first 
video would be shown to high school administrators, and would explain the program, the 
benefits to the community and the scholarship opportunities for participants.  The second 
video would be shown to participants at Association Youth Awareness Congresses, and 
would explain what Moose KidsTalks are and how to prepare them.  The initial plan is to 
complete the first video during this fiscal year and the other in 2014-2015.   
 
The Tommy Moose program continues to receive solid support from the lodges of our 
fraternity.  Cartons containing Tommy Moose plush dolls don’t have time to collect any 
dust in the Catalog Sales warehouse, as they are seemingly shipped out the door as 
quickly as they are received.  During the past year, another 21,528 Tommy Moose plush, 
or 1,794 dozen, were purchased and distributed to various entities throughout North 
America, including police, fire and emergency services personnel, as well as nursing 
homes and children’s advocacy centers. 
 
The Tommy Moose trick-or-treat bags proved to be successful again last year, as more 
than 30,000 bags were shipped to Lodges in the fall of 2012.  These bags offer your 
Lodge an extremely affordable opportunity to promote the Tommy Moose program to the 
children of the community and their parents, as well as other good works of the lodge, 
during a season when safety is a primary concern.  A bundle of 50 bags costs only $10.50 
plus shipping and handling.  
 
Our additional Tommy Moose items continue to offer more opportunities for our lodges 
to bring Tommy Moose and the fraternity into the public eye.  The first Tommy Moose 
“Color-Along Storybook” was introduced in the fall of 2010 and detailed the story of 
how Tommy Moose came to life.  The coloring books are packaged in bundles of 25.  



During the past year, more than 8,300 Tommy Moose Color-Along storybooks were 
distributed.  There are also bookmarks featuring Tommy Moose providing Internet safety 
tips to young children.  These bookmarks are sold in packs of 250.  I am happy to report 
that our lodges purchased 334 packs, or 83,500 bookmarks, in 2012-2013.   
 
The number of full-size Tommy Moose costumes being utilized throughout the fraternity 
continues to grow.  During the past fiscal year, a combination of another six lodges and 
Associations made the investment to promote the Tommy Moose program and the good 
works of our fraternity by establishing a presence at community events like parades, 
dedication ceremonies and grand openings.  If you are interested in ordering a Tommy 
Moose costume, a set of guidelines can be obtained from the Activities Department and a 
signed copy must be returned and on file before a costume will be released. 
 
For the past five years, we have maintained very strong partnerships with two quality 
organizations:  the Safe Surfin’ Foundation and Special Olympics North America.  When 
we entered into these partnerships in 2008, we stressed that we wanted these relationships 
to be mutually beneficial and enhance the reputations of all parties involved.  We also 
saw the opportunity to be affiliated with programs that already provide proven structures 
that have endured for many years and across generations, while increasing the 
opportunities for positive publicity to be directed toward the fraternity.   
 
The Safe Surfin’ Foundation’s mission is to educate children and protect them from the 
dangers that can be found while using the Internet, and to put valuable resources in the 
hands of law enforcement personnel whose job it is to apprehend Internet predators.  
Since our partnership began, the Safe Surfin’ Foundation has made a priority of including 
our fraternity’s name and logo on all promotional materials as promised.  And our 
support has enabled the Safe Surfin’ Foundation to put two crime fighting initiatives into 
practice.    
 
In January 2012, the Safe Surfin’ Foundation launched the ‘Cop-in-a-Box’ program.  The 
program provides funding, hardware, software and a proven training curriculum to law 
enforcement agencies with the Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force.  Thus far, 
there are 29 ‘Cop-in-a-Box’ units active within nine of our State and Provincial Moose 
Associations.  Additionally, 13 units have been approved and will be delivered to police 
departments in four more of our Associations.  There are also six applications for ‘Cop-
in-a-Box’ units being considered for approval. 
 
The second initiative currently in effect is the EZ Child ID System.  The system, which 
comes in a durable metal briefcase, contains a laptop computer, camera equipment and 
child ID software program.  The software maintains vital data, fingerprint images, four 
individual photographs normally taken from various angles, and a video file.  All of the 
information is saved to a flash drive or CD and furnished to the child’s parents so that it 
can be readily accessible in the event of an emergency. 
 
There are currently 36 EZ Child ID Systems in use in 11 of our State and Provincial 
Moose Associations.  Child ID events within those Associations have been going very 



well, including 75 children at a Lowe’s store in St. Clairsville, Ohio; 87 at the Children’s 
Hospital in Charleston, West Virginia; and 223 children at a festival in Fort Mill, South 
Carolina.  To date, more than 2,100 children have been ID'ed using one of these systems 
made possible by our fraternity. 
 
To assist with these child ID events, we are offering flash drives featuring both the 
Moose and Safe Surfin’ logos.  The flash drives are bright yellow in color and have 
enough capacity to easily handle the saved information.  These items are currently 
available through Catalog Sales. 
 
Our annual financial support of Safe Surfin’ was outstanding once again in 2012-2013.  
In fact, it increased significantly over the previous fiscal year and surpassed the $250,000 
mark for the first time.  In 2012-2013, the units of the fraternity contributed a total of 
$279,222.30 toward the efforts of Safe Surfin’, which is an increase of nearly $36,000.  
Our members have bought into this program, our donations are being used to actively 
combat the dangers of the Internet, and we are having a significant impact in the fight to 
protect our children.  We should be extremely proud of our efforts and pleased that this 
partnership is operating as intended and as expected. 
 
As we begin a new fiscal year, we will be exploring a new opportunity for our 
contributed funds to be used to assist law enforcement officers.  Through the “Protect the 
Protectors” initiative, police and sheriff’s departments would be provided with ballistic 
armor vests to ensure the safety of their officers as they arrest sex offenders and all other 
types of criminals.  There are currently approximately 200,000 officers on patrol each 
day that do not have this protection.  The implementation of this program would truly 
make us a protector of children, seniors and those who look out for our communities.  We 
look forward to officially announcing the details of this new program in the coming 
weeks. 
 
As with Safe Surfin’, our Special Olympics partnership is also continuing to perform 
well.  In September 2012, we hosted the second Special Olympics North American 
Invitational Softball Championship in Oklahoma City.  A total of 32 teams descended 
upon the ASA Hall of Fame Stadium complex, including a team from Puerto Rico and a 
team from the Dominican Republic.  Moose International staff and members from lodges 
and chapters in Oklahoma and Iowa worked with staff members of the Amateur Softball 
Association to make sure the tournament ran smoothly.  Portions of the tournament were 
streamed live on the Internet through the ASA website.   
 
We are currently in the process of making final preparations for the 2013 Special 
Olympics North American Invitational Softball Championship, which will be held 
August 22-25 in Mercer County, New Jersey.  Our sponsorship agreement is in place and 
we are looking forward to hosting 24 teams in just a few months.  Our generosity has not 
gone unnoticed, as the following video, which is available on You Tube, will attest. 
 

SHOW VIDEO CLIP 
 



This year’s tournament will also serve as a test event for next year’s Special Olympics 
USA National Summer Games, which will be held in June 2014 at the same venue. 
 
Annual contributions for Special Olympics were strong again in 2012-2013.  I am pleased 
to report to you that the units of the Order contributed $229,074.74 toward our Special 
Olympics efforts during the past fiscal year.  While this was a decrease of a little more 
than $13,000, there were 48 fraternal units that contributed at least $1,000 during the 
year, which is nine more than last year.  We offer special recognition to our top donating 
unit – North Little Rock, Arkansas Lodge 942, which contributed $15,000 to our Special 
Olympics efforts. 
 
We continue to ask our fraternal units to make fundraising for both Special Olympics and 
Safe Surfin’ a part of their annual community service plan.  All we ask is for each Lodge, 
Chapter and Moose Legion to contribute $100 to Moose Charities during the year that is 
earmarked for each program.  To illustrate this point, we would raise $323,600 for each 
effort if each open fraternal unit contributed just $100, which is approximately $44,000 
more than was raised for Safe Surfin’ last year, and nearly $100,000 more than was 
raised for Special Olympics.  Associations, including districts, are also encouraged to 
participate.  If your unit wishes to contribute more than $100, we certainly encourage you 
to do so. 
 
The Moose Alert program saw its greatest one year progress made during the 2012-2013 
fiscal year.  There had been much dialogue with our partner organization, The Salvation 
Army, during the last few years, but the development of a true course of action had not 
materialized.  Over the last 12 months, we have been able to determine a plan for proper 
training of Moose volunteers based on courses that are available through The Salvation 
Army.  We have also been able to explore The Salvation Army’s management structure 
for disaster situations and find ways to acclimate our Moose Alert structure in a similar 
fashion.   
 
Development of the training program will continue and will initially be based in The 
Salvation Army’s South territory, which runs from Maryland to Texas.  Four training 
classes have been held at lodges in Maryland and West Virginia, with additional 
opportunities to be determined and scheduled.  Participants will begin with the 
Introduction to The Salvation Army Emergency Services course.  Future courses will be 
more topic-specific, including Disaster Food Service, Incident Command Systems and 
Emotional & Spiritual Care. 
 
The training classes also educated the attendees on opportunities for our lodges and local 
Salvation Army corps to work together beyond the Moose Alert program.  We are all 
well aware of bell ringing and kettle collections during the holidays, and many of our 
lodges already provide volunteer assistance toward this effort.  But did you know that 
there are local Salvation Army corps that are prominent in youth sports in their local 
communities, and yet others that operate mobile canteens to assist local residents?  The 
Moose Alert program is our primary focus with The Salvation Army, but there are 
additional ways in which lodges can work with and support one of our partner 



organizations, and we encourage you to take advantage of every option to make a 
difference in the lives of others. 
 
2012-2013 also saw the end of one of the most successful efforts in the history of the 
fraternity.  At the 2006 International Convention in Chicago, we announced that the 
Moose fraternity would be undertaking a project called “$93 for 93” with the goal of 
securing a $93 donation from every Lodge, Chapter and Moose Legion to assist in 
making the vision of a national memorial at the site where United Airlines Flight 93 
crashed on September 11, 2001 a reality. 
 
At the end of April, we remitted the balance of funds that remained with Moose Charities 
and were earmarked for Flight 93 in the amount of $94,574.62.  These funds have been 
earmarked for the construction of tactile models at the memorial, which will be extremely 
beneficial to the youngest and oldest visitors who may have difficulty covering the entire 
distance of the memorial. 
 
With this final amount now remitted, the men and women of the Moose contributed 
nearly $625,000 toward the Flight 93 National Memorial since our efforts began seven 
years ago.  This total makes the Moose fraternity one of the top twelve donors to the 
memorial’s capital campaign, for which we will be recognized on a “wall of honor” at an 
on-site visitor’s center, which is scheduled for completion in the spring of 2015. 
 
Additionally, Moose Charities will no longer accept donations that are earmarked for 
Flight 93.  If any checks are received, Moose Charities will contact the donor and, based 
on the donor’s response, will either return the check or will forward the check to the 
Flight 93 National Memorial Campaign.  
 
The collective goal of all of these programs and partnerships is not to make the Moose a 
strong part of the community, but to make the Moose the heart of the community.  There 
is no faster way to making your lodge be seen in a positive manner by the residents of 
your town than to get involved in programs that are beneficial to others.  And in 
communities where we do not currently have a Moose presence, there is no better way to 
open people’s eyes to the fraternity than to spotlight the efforts of our lodges and 
members throughout North America. 
 
In keeping with this theme, we will be replacing the Moose International 6-Point 
Community Service program for reporting and grading community service activity with 
the Heart of the Community program in 2013-2014.  You will note some similarities to 
the 6-Point program, but there are also some major differences.  First, you will notice that 
the program is layered, with our core programs closest to the center.  From a reporting 
and grading standpoint, greater value is given to activities that fall into categories closer 
to the center.  Second, the reporting form will have a different layout to make both 
reporting and grading easier and more timely.  Finally, grading will be less subjective 
than in years past.  Grade levels will be determined on a total number of points earned 
and a set number of required activities in each level.  Additional detailed information will 



be sent to all lodges in an official communication from Moose International, as well as 
provided to Associations for presentation at your annual Associations conventions.           
 
Even with everything we have discussed to this point, community service is only a 
portion of the responsibilities of our department.  Equally important are the variety of 
activities that keep our members interested and engaged.  From sporting events to social 
functions, from youth activities to travel opportunities, a diverse calendar of activities is 
key to both member participation and membership retention. 
 
As we begin this portion of the report, I would like to introduce the members who are 
serving as the Moose International Activities Committee.  They are: 

 William “Buck” Dials – Mansfield, Ohio Lodge 341 
 Bill O’Brien – Murfreesboro, Tennessee Lodge 645 
 Aaron Russell – Danbury, Connecticut Lodge 1373 
 J.C. Patton – Woodward, Oklahoma Lodge 452 
 Joe Serwa – Batavia, Illinois Lodge 682 
 Susan Peerboom – South St. Paul, Minnesota Chapter 588 
 Leanna Miller – Elkhart, Indiana Chapter 73 
 Nellie Manning – Mooresville, North Carolina Chapter 1513 
 Wendy Matthew – Chatham, Ontario Chapter 304, and 
 Chairman Andy Dooley, Bedford, Virginia Lodge 1897 

 
How about a nice round of applause for the International Activities Committee? 
 
The 2013 International sports tournament is well underway.  The following tournaments 
have already been completed: 

 Texas Hold ‘Em, which was hosted by the Golden Nugget Hotel and Casino in 
Las Vegas 

 Bowling, which was hosted by Parkside Lanes in Aurora, Illinois, and 
 Darts, which was hosted by Belleville, Michigan Lodge 934 

 
The results of each of these tournaments will be posted in the Sports portal, which can be 
found in the “Members Only” portion of the Moose International website. 
 
The rest of the 2013 tournament schedule will be played out in the coming months: 

 Pool will be held June 19-22 at Elkhart, Indiana Lodge 599 
 Horseshoes will be held July 19-21 at Lynchburg South, Virginia Lodge 1727 
 Softball will be held July 26-28 at Bridge Park in Yorkville, Illinois 
 Men’s and Women’s Golf, as well as a two-person golf scramble, will be held 

August 2-4 at three courses in Geneva and St. Charles, Illinois 
 
There are also currently three regional cornhole tournaments scheduled for 2013: 

 July 12 & 13 at Woodstown, New Jersey Lodge 932 
 July 26 & 27 at Mooseheart in conjunction with the Centennial Celebration 
 August 9 & 10 at Moscow, Idaho Lodge 871 



 
Here is a look ahead at the 2014 International tournament schedule: 

 Texas Hold ‘Em will again be at the Golden Nugget Hotel and Casino in Las 
Vegas from January 19-23 

 Bowling will be hosted by Speedway, Indiana Lodge 500 on weekends from April 
5 through May 18.  However, there will be no bowling during the weekends of 
April 19th and 20th and May 10th and 11th. 

 Darts will take place at Vineland, New Jersey Lodge 434 during the weekend of 
April 25-27 

 Horseshoes is scheduled for Mansfield, Ohio Lodge 341 during the weekend of 
June 13-15 

 Pool will be held at Wilson, North Carolina Lodge 989 from July 2-5 
 The 25th Annual International Softball Tournament will be held in Ashland, Ohio 

from July 25-27 
 And the 50th Annual International Golf Tournament will be co-hosted by Nitro, 

West Virginia Lodge 565 and St. Albans, West Virginia Lodge 868 during the 
weekend of August 1-3 

 
For the third consecutive year, we also intend to hold regional cornhole tournaments 
throughout the fraternity, with sites yet to be determined.  
 
Registration for the 2014 International Texas Hold ‘Em Tournament will open on July 
1st.  Members wishing to participate may either print a registration form from the Moose 
International website or use the online registration system and immediately receive a 
confirmation and printed receipt.  We are looking forward to some added features for our 
fifth annual tournament, including live streaming of the final table on the Internet to 
allow members not in attendance to watch the action. 
 
Speaking of tournament registration, one of the aspects that the Activities Department 
and the International Activities Committee will be working on together during the next 
year is improvement of both the promotion of our international sports tournaments and 
the registration process.  In addition to improved and increased electronic 
communications to the masses utilizing email and the Moose International website, we 
would also like to directly communicate with previous participants and extend an 
invitation to participate again.  We have also developed save-the-date magnets for each 
tournament to provide members with visual reminders of dates and locations of the 
following year’s tournament that we would like to make available at least one year in 
advance. 
 
2013-2014 will also see the testing of a developing organized youth program within 
selected lodges of our fraternity.  Program guidelines, including a management structure, 
have been reviewed and approved by both the General Governor’s office and the Moose 
International Legal Department.  The program will be co-ed and is designed for youth 
from ages 13 to 20.  The selected lodges for testing are those identified as having existing 
youth groups, and those groups will be asked to implement the program we have 
designed to identify strong and weak points, as well as to recommend changes or items 



that should be removed.  Our goal is to take the stage at the 2014 International 
Convention in Las Vegas and introduce a final product complete with accompanying 
materials that all youth groups within lodges will be asked to use. 
 
The past year proved to be another strong year for the popular Moose Riders program.  
Moose Riders continued to have a particularly significant impact in supporting the efforts 
of Moose Charities, as more than $30,000 in donations for the benefit of Mooseheart and 
Moosehaven were credited to Moose Riders groups.  While these are donations that we 
can verify internally, we realize that Moose Riders have a tremendous impact on 
donations to their lodges, their communities and to various additional charitable 
organizations. 
 
Fundraising for Moose Charities has always been a consistent staple of the Moose Riders 
program.  In just the short time that Moose Charities has been able to track donations, 
Moose Riders groups have been credited with contributions totaling more than $216,000.  
These funds have been raised through the Mooseheart Bike Blessing, the raffle of the 
Bull Moose Chopper in 2008 and a number of Moose Ride 4 Kids events held throughout 
the fraternity.  As a matter of fact, the 10th Annual Blessing of the Bikes at Mooseheart 
was held just 10 days ago and raised more than $20,000 for our Child City.  Riders from 
16 states converged on Mooseheart for the event, which included an appearance by actor 
and Moose member Erik Estrada.   
 
Those who participate in the Moose Riders program will be pleased to note that a line of 
Moose Riders merchandise has been created and is available for sale through Catalog 
Sales.  Back by popular demand are the Moose Riders “Loyal to the Bone” back patches, 
this time included on a larger version that features the words Mooseheart at the top and 
Moosehaven at the bottom.  We certainly hope that our Moose Riders are pleased with 
these items, and we remind our Moose Riders that there should be no deviation from the 
logos approved within the Moose Riders guidelines. 
 
To that point, it is important to clarify that Moose Riders are not an autonomous unit of 
the Order; rather a Moose Riders group within a lodge is an activity group of the lodge 
and is under the direction of the lodge’s Board of Officers.  While there is defined 
leadership within the Moose Riders activity group, no plans or activities may move 
forward nor monies dispersed without the approval of the lodge’s Board of Officers and 
then the lodge membership.  Similarly, state and provincial Moose Association Moose 
Riders activity groups are structured to work with the board of officers of their respective 
state or provincial Moose Associations.  
 
Moose Riders has a successful track record and is growing in popularity, as lodges 
continue to contact our department for direction on how to get a Moose Riders group 
started.  That is exactly what our department is here to do – provide direction and assure 
that participation in any of our programs is consistent with supporting the mission of the 
fraternity.  To assist in providing this direction, we have named Aaron Russell, a member 
of the International Activities Committee, to represent Moose Riders groups and to act as 



another resource for our members to utilize.  We look forward to increasing our service to 
those interested in further building this program.  
 
Speaking of member interest, one area in which we would like to see greater interest is in 
the Moose travel program.  For the past several years, the number of members that have 
participated in the travel opportunities we have offered has been in decline.  Ask anyone 
who has attended one of our trips and you will find this is a great opportunity to make 
new friends in a relaxing environment with others who share the common thread of 
belonging to the greatest fraternal organization in the world. 
 
This October, Moose members will have the opportunity to travel to another sun-
drenched island venue aboard Royal Caribbean’s Explorer of the Seas.  We will spend 
seven days on board, departing Cape Liberty, New Jersey on Sunday, October 13 and 
sailing to Kings Wharf, Bermuda, where we will spend three days in port.  While docked, 
we will have the opportunity to meet and spend time with some of our brothers from 
Bermuda Lodge 1657.  The ship will depart Bermuda on Friday, October 18 and make 
port back in New Jersey on Sunday, October 20. 
 
Plans for the 2014 Moose travel program are still under consideration, as we are working 
to secure the most reasonable pricing for our participants.  Conversations with several 
travel agencies are focused on potential trips to either Alaska or Hawaii.  We anticipate 
making a final determination and having information to provide for upcoming 
Association annual conventions.  If you are a past participant in the travel program, we 
will also be sending information directly to you. 
 
In the upcoming issue of Moose magazine, you will notice an article from the Activities 
Department in the Moose Leader section that outlines a very aggressive agenda for the 
coming year, of which we have given you a small taste this morning.  In this year of 
celebration, we are focused on commitments.  Whether these are commitments we are 
renewing or some we are making for the first time, it is vital that we understand the 
importance of backing up our words with actions.  The staff of this department, as well as 
the members of the committees with whom we work, are prepared to do just that.  We 
look forward to a year of success, a year of prosperity and a year of fun and fellowship 
that will allow us to carry our celebration into next year’s convention.  And what better 
place to celebrate than Las Vegas? 
 
This concludes the report of the Activities Department.  Thank you for your attention and 
thank you for being a Moose. 


