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Every non-profit organization began as a big idea. So while pausing to reflect on our 
heritage of 100 years, just what was the “big idea” that became the Women of the 
Moose!?! 
 
It was and remains our desire to assist our children and seniors, and to see that they 
are given every opportunity to lead a fulfilling life. The big idea began, and remains 
to be to enhance the lives of those in need through education, mentoring and 
providing the security of a safe living environment.  
That is the big idea of the Women of the Moose! 

 
We need to continue to focus on this concept – it is the cornerstone of our organization. The really big ideas 
need a lot of smaller ideas for our biggest ideas to succeed.  The support base for our big idea is our 
membership. All members of great organizations choose to belong for numerous reasons; either for personal 
fulfillment of being involved in our mission or simply being associated with a successful organization.  We are 
surrounded by a lot of small ideas but do they point to the fundamental principles of our Order?  We must go the 
distance and continue to focus on what gives us pride and fulfillment to ultimately succeed with our big idea!!! 
 
As a membership based organization, it is always the right time to reconnect with our members and proudly 
promote who we are and what we do.  If we are to survive as the largest women's fraternal organization in the 
world, we must take personal responsibility to engage our members.  We need to create enthusiasm to get the 
job done and educate the community on who we are and what we stand for.   We need to share the enjoyment 
everyone can receive by belonging to our organization.  We simply cannot lose all we have accomplished in the 
last 100 years.  We can’t be afraid of letting everyone know of the good works we accomplish every day.          
 
It still amazes me that our organization is not widely known by the public. They have no idea of the service we 
provide to our children and our seniors. Please join me in getting the message out into our communities, our 
theme this past year has been “heard of moose”, yet so many have not even heard of our organization.  Let's go 
out and make new contacts who so very often will become our new members after hearing about Mooseheart 
and Moosehaven. 
 
Always aim higher than you believe you can reach.  So often, you’ll discover that when your talents are set free 
by your imagination, you can achieve any goal.  When people offer their help or wisdom, accept it gratefully.  
You can learn much from those who have gone before you.  But, never be afraid or hesitant to step off the 
accepted path and head off in your own direction if your heart tells you that it’s right for you.  So, what’s your 
BIG IDEA?  Always believe you will ultimately succeed at whatever you do, and never forget the value of 
persistence, discipline and determination.  You are meant to be whatever you dream of becoming!   
Congratulations to our new collegians who received their degree at the fieldhouse on the Mooseheart campus.  
It was my supreme honor to serve as the president for this beautiful ceremony. May you go forth and be and 
inspiration to all of our co-workers.  
 
As my term as College of Regent President draws to a close, I would like to thank Barb and the international 
staff for their faith and confidence in me, and for giving me the opportunity to serve in this capacity. It is an 
honor I will hold in my heart always. 
 
Grand Regents Cathey and Carolyn you are an inspiration to all of us. To board members, Jo, Peggy, Heidi and 
Jan, you have made this a year I will never forget.  What a joy it has been to serve with you!!! Thank you for 
your hard work and dedication and for the friendships we have forged.  
 



To the boards and Grand Council members I have had the pleasure of serving with, I will forever cherish the 
friendships we have formed and I know we will be friends forever.   
 
To the co-workers of Indiana, what can I say?  You are the greatest!  No matter what I asked of you, you were 
always there to help, to lend a helping hand or a word of encouragement when it was needed, and I couldn't 
have done this job without your support.         
 
To the co-workers, or should I say my friends of Greencastle chapter, you are truly the wind beneath my wings. 
And to the awesome co-workers I have crossed paths with in this great fraternity, may God bless each and every 
one of you.  Love you all and I love the Women of the Moose!!! 
 
 


