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Thinking of each of you as I prepared this address; the things I know about you 
individually and as a group; things you have told me; and memories we’ve shared 
through the Years, I realized how much I enjoyed getting to know you, the 
Women of the Moose, and more than that, I have learned to appreciate you for the 
Women that you are. 
 
In some ways, a Woman of the Moose is difficult to describe in terms of who she 
is.  She may be a married mother of six, or a single woman; she may be a biker or 
a College Professor – or both; she may be wealthy or struggling to make ends 

meet.  It is not education, status or finances that characterize a Woman of the Moose; it is her willingness to live 
the Mission of the Moose.  She is also known by a certain set of qualities that each of you possess.  Since I 
know that you may be too humble to mention them, I have decided to do it for you.  A Woman of the Moose is 
YOU, all of you…… and all of you are AWESOME. 
 
A Woman of the Moose Is –  
 
APPRECIATIVE – She is aware that each day is a gift.  She is willing to share that day with others and give of 
her talents.  She is loved and each day she is grateful for those in her life who love her.  She is appreciative of 
what the world has given her, and in turn, she is appreciated by many. 
 
A Woman of the Moose Is –  
 
WISE – Family, friends, or co-workers know that they can come to a Woman of the Moose in confusion, grief, 
pain or struggle.  Somehow she finds the thoughts, the inspiration, and the words that comfort and provide 
support.  She is well known for her ability to put the large and the small challenges of life into perspective, and 
is also eager to participate in any joyful event that they may be experiencing. 
 
A Woman of the Moose Is – 
  
EXCITING – A Woman of the Moose is a person that other people want to have in their lives.  She is fun.  She 
makes the ordinary things special; she enjoys life, and wants others to enjoy it too.  She sees things in a way that 
can be, not just the way they are. 
 
 
A Woman of the Moose Is –  
 
STRONG – She may have had her own share of life’s challenges.  She may carry burdens that few know about -
---- and that may have overwhelmed someone else.  But she has gone through life’s challenges with grace, 
integrity, and dignity.  She has hurt, she has cried, she has prayed, but she has not broken, and she is still there 
as an inspiration for others.    
 
A Woman of the Moose Is –  
 
ONE OF A KIND – She is unique!  She has her own stories and her own life.  Women of the Moose share 
many beliefs and personal qualities, but each has her own special flair.  She has her own set of unique talents 
and gifts and she shares those in different ways at different times.  If somehow we could put all of our 
individual experiences as Women of the Moose into a book, it would be an amazing story and a best seller! 
 



A Woman of the Moose Is –  
 
MINDFUL – As a Woman of the Moose, each of us is aware of the principles that guide us (truth, honesty, 
giving, and the belief in ones’ self, and a Higher Being).  She keeps these principles in her heart and in her mind 
as she goes through her daily life.  She is a guide who helps others make decisions; she knows when to extend a 
hand and how best to help others.  She considers others and how her actions affect them.  When faced with 
someone who may be difficult, she stops and thinks of what challenges they may be facing and then helps 
where she can. 
 
A Woman of the Moose Is – 
  
EXCEPTIONAL – She does things that others may think are amazing, but for her, they are just a part of her 
life.  Perhaps she has organized a charity event (Susan G. Komen, Race for the Cure; Muscle Walks for MDA, 
Donor’s Circle, etc), or organized a benefit for a member in need; coordinated a funeral dinner for 400 people 
or gone to a funeral home and done the hair of a friend so she would look like the mom, daughter, wife, sister or 
grandmother her family knew when they saw her for the last time.  To some people, these may seem like 
superhuman feats, but to a Woman of the Moose, they are very much what being on this earth means… to 
generously share her talents and resources.  Even though she does exceptional things when they are needed, she 
doesn’t think they are anything special. 
 
Yes, a Woman of the Moose is AWESOME!  I speak from my own experiences when I say, she has made me 
cry, helped me wipe my tears, hugged me tight, helped me succeed, seen me fail, cheered me on, kept me going 
strong, and, at times, drove me a little crazy.  She is all of this and much more.   
 
In closing, I would like to thank Barbara McPherson for giving me this opportunity. It has been an outstanding 
learning experience.  To the Women of the Moose staff, thank you for all the times you have been there for me 
and my questions.  Thanks to my fellow Board Members, Heidi Chase, Jan Grecco, Peggy Shinn, Dawn Gark, 
Connie Haas, and the Past and Current Presidents, Judy Hendy, and Cletus McManama.  The gratitude I have 
for all the ladies who are currently serving on Boards and Grand Council; or who have served in the past, is 
unending.  To the Co-workers of the State of Colorado, thank you for supporting me; and to the Co-workers of 
Northglenn Chapter 644, you already know how much I love and appreciate you.  Lastly, thanks to all of you 
for everything you do and the dedication you have shown to support our senior members and our children.  It is 
my honor and pleasure to be one of you, A WOMAN OF THE MOOSE!  It’s AWESOME! 
 


