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Friendships are everywhere in nature.  Nature produces the greatest results with the 
simplest means; sunshine, rain and a little fertilizer.  We all need each other -- every 
one of us.  Friendships are revealed in the way we cooperate to help each other and 
thrive, much like growing a rose.    
 
Like the rose our friendships sprout when we tenderly care for them, nurture them 
and watch them grow.  The rose’s stem is its foundation, growing up from 
established roots.  With careful nurturing a bud will be formed on that stem.  Like a 

new co-worker, the delicate bud needs careful tending and cultivation.  You work with the new co-worker, 
attend orientation, stand by her side when she attends meetings and introduce her to the other members. 
 
Our rose, the co-worker, establishes a sound root system within the chapter; and continues to grow as she chairs 
a Chapter Development Committee.  She can learn the General Laws by attending training sessions and 
becoming an active co-worker within her Chapter.  A member is much like that rose stem--with encouragement 
and tender care; she will continue to grow.  There is no need for alarm when you find thorns.  These are normal 
security for the stem.  With continued care and patience your bud continues to grow.   
 
Your rose has budded and is starting to open up to reveal her beauty when she sponsors 2 or more new members 
into the chapter.  You see in them what others saw in you.  You help to establish their roots by encouraging 
them in their new ideas and support them with Chapter activities.  Right now they are like mere sprouts, 
however, you know that in time they will bud and grow like the beautiful rose. 
 
The once tightly closed rose bud is beginning to open and strengthen its growth by taking on additional 
responsibilities.  Such as chairing community service projects, fund raising to benefit our children at 
Mooseheart and Senior members at Moosehaven.  At this stage of life the sweet scent of satisfaction and desire 
to do more transcends toward perfection of full bloom. 
 
As she develops into this full bloom rose, through the nurturing and assistance of her chapter, we must 
remember that it takes everyone working together to become the most beautiful bouquet.  We may encounter a 
pesky thorn now and again but we must remember that’s a normal defense mechanism and in most cases it can 
be worked around, filed down or removed.  All co-workers blooming and growing together results in the most 
perfect arrangement. 
 
Congratulations, to our new Academy of Friendship members who have received the degree at Mid-year and to 
each of you who have received your degree at this conference.  You have grown from the bare roots to the 
beautiful fragrant rose in full bloom.  Thank you sponsors for inviting your friends into the Women of the 
Moose and for mentoring them to become beautiful roses. 
 
In a verse from the song The Rose, “Far beneath the bitter snow lies the seed that with the sun’s love in the 
spring become the rose.” 
 
Good friends care for each other; close friends understand each other and true friends stay friends forever--
beyond words, beyond distance, beyond time. 
 
My two years on the International Academy of Friendship Board is coming to a close.  I appreciate the support, 
the encouragement and the direction I’ve been given and your friendship will never be forgotten. 
 



International Executives, Barb and Judy, thank you for the honor and privilege of selecting me to serve on the 
Academy of Friendship Board.  I’m grateful for your trust, confidence, and devotion to the Women of the 
Moose. My humble respect will always be with you, the staff and the Supreme Council. 
 
Grand Regent Cathey, what a happy surprise it was to serve with you as our Grand Regent this past year. As 
you have inspired, guided and mentored me in the right direction throughout the years.  A true friend to help 
make me grow like the budding rose. My best wishes go with you as your journey of service continues. 
 
Past Grand Regents, Carolyn and Libby, thank-you for your leadership and support.  mWhat great memories I 
take with me; especially as we did our cheer with our pom-pom’s before the Red Ramblers game at 
Mooseheart.  
 
To the Grand Council, College of Regents and Star Recorder Board members, I will forever cherish the 
friendships and memories we’ve made these past two years. 
 
Thank you, Academy of Friendship Deans and Boards, Mary, Barbara, Jeannie, Gloria, Charlene, Jean and 
Tammy--you opened your arms and hearts in friendship.  The fun and laughter we’ve shared at Mooseheart and 
Moosehaven will always be remembered. What great friends to add to my bouquet of roses. 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers who have helped make this International Conference a huge success.  We are 
forever thankful for your dedication and efforts. 
 
Co-Worker’s of Missouri, the Show-Me-State, all of you have been there for me when I needed you most--with 
support, kindness and suggestions--whenever and whatever I asked of you and I will always be grateful for your 
friendship. 
 
Kirksville Chapter #824, thank you with all my heart for your support and the encouragement I have received-
not only currently as Academy of Friendship Board Member, but as a “rose sprout” setting roots in the Chapter, 
28 years ago. 
 
“A farewell is before you can meet again.  And meeting again, after a moment or a lifetime, is certain for those 
who are friends.”  So until we meet again, Friends--thank you and Bless You!! 
 


