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As I started my thought process on what to speak to you about today, I had several 
ideas, but the thought that kept coming back to me was our history.  2013 marks 
the 100th Anniversary of both Mooseheart Child City and School and the Women 
of the Moose.  How exciting is this 101st International Women of the Moose 
Conference going to be?  You will be celebrating with us marking your spot in our 
rich history while here in Milwaukee and on the Mooseheart campus!  Nearly 
12,000 students have passed through the gates of our Child City this past century.  
Tomorrow, we will observe the 95th Commencement class of Mooseheart Child 
City and School – THE CLASS OF 2013!  This is going to be the largest 

graduation class in history.  In addition to the 212 on campus students, there are also 4,089 honorary students, 
salutatorians, and valedictorians who graciously donated funds with the proceeds going to the Mooseheart 
School renovation project.  This project is to renovate the 77,000 square foot building with an additional 15,000 
square feet being added to the existing facility. 
 
I can’t help but to think back on all the numerous changes in our organization just in the short time that I have 
been a member.  Have you ever stopped to ponder how many great leaders we’ve had?  Well let’s start with our 
Grand Chancellors; there have been 9 marvelous ladies who have directed the Women of the Moose to what we 
are today - a unit of Moose International, with more than 400,000 women in our Chapters throughout the United 
States and Canada.    As Helen Keller said, “Alone we can do so little.  Together we can do so much.”    
 
How about the countless Coworkers who have accepted International appointments who each in her own way 
has strengthened our organization?  We have learned from their very informative speeches. 
 
How about mentors?  What is a mentor you ask?  We call them training session leaders, 2-HOTT teachers, past 
state and international officers, and even friends.  I am sure that each of you sitting here today has had at least 
one person who has taken you under her wing during your membership.  But in reality, being a mentor isn't a 
profession, it's a role.  These are often the first people we look to as valuable sources of information and advice.  
They can exist in every aspect of human life, whether it's fraternal, personal, professional, or even spiritual.  But 
the unique part about mentors is that it takes the "pupil" to make one.  Unlike teachers or advisors, mentors 
often share a personal relationship with their students or in our case, the love of our great fraternity.  This is 
usually a mutual agreement in which the mentor will offer to teach their apprentice what they know and answer 
any questions they might have along the way.  Tips, advice, and personal experiences are also provided by 
mentors to help their pupil hone in on their skills.  However, unlike a teacher, the role of a mentor doesn't 
always end.  Even after you have excelled in your pursuits, the mentor will often remain in your life as a 
counselor, friend, or even a guardian angel.  A mentor doesn't necessarily require any formal education.  It 
depends solely in our case, on our beliefs in the Women of the Moose.  That is because the key to being a 
mentor doesn't lie specifically in academics.  Instead, it's the possession of both knowledge and experience in 
the Women of the Moose.  A mentor is admired for that makes her credible.  Have you had someone in your life 
that you call a mentor?  I know that I have had several but one very special friend who has left her footprints in 
both my heart and soul.  Have you made an impact on a coworker as a mentor?  If not, my hope is that each and 
everyone here today will leave this conference with the thought of “How can I make a difference in someone’s 
life by being a mentor?”  Be a positive influence, continue to sponsor members, ask everyone if they have 
“Heard of Moose?” guide Coworkers, lead by example, attend meetings, and volunteer often.  Don’t forget 
Moose Charities, when you donate you become a “mentor” to both our children at Mooseheart and our seniors 
at Moosehaven who rely on us for the daily operation of both campuses.  As Henry Wadsworth said, “Give 
what you have to somebody, it may be better than you think.” They are so appreciative of everything we do for 
them! 
 



While I cannot predict the future, rest assured that I will continue to serve this Fraternity and support it with 
both my energy and substance.  I look forward to spending the rest of my life in this next century witnessing 
what our Fraternity will bring. 
 
I would like to thank the International Women of the Moose Executives for their confidence in my ability to 
serve the Women of the Moose in this capacity.  It has afforded me many opportunities that I would have not 
otherwise been able to experience.  It has been an awesome journey and I will always treasure these memories 
in my Moose scrapbook.   
 
To the Grand Regents I have had the honor of serving with Carolyn and Cathey; to the International Boards, 
Grand Council, Deans Mary and Barb that I have had the pleasure of serving under, board members Gloria, 
Jeanie, Marsha, Jean, and Tammy, we have worked hard, had a lot of laughs, and some tears too!  Thank you 
for making this an amazing two year.  The time has flown by and I cannot believe that it is rapidly coming to an 
end. 
 
I would also like to thank the Coworkers of the Great State of Michigan for never saying “no” whenever I asked 
for your assistance.  To the members of my Chapters of Colorado Springs, St. Clair Shores, and Taylor 
Township, please accept my most humble thanks.  Without you, I could have not done this. Words cannot begin 
to express my gratitude for all of your encouragement, support, cooperation, friendship, and especially your 
love. In closing, thank you again for always being there for me, you are my lifelong friends.  I love this 
fraternity and all of you!  
 


