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Supreme Governor Crowder, Director General Airey, Supreme Council, and 
brothers all.  
 

Good morning, and welcome to Tampa.  Once again, I have been given the 
opportunity to say a few words to this great group of Fraternalists. And I am thrilled to be 
able to do so. 
 

First, I would like to thank Director General Airey for the chance to let you know 
how our fraternity did this past year financially. And brothers, I am very happy to be able 
to tell you we did very well across the board. So why were we able to do so well? Very 
simply, it was because of each and everyone one of you here today. And it was because of 
all of our dedicated members who were not able to come to Tampa. 
 

I completely understand that our Lodges are the foundation for everything we are 
able to accomplish.  So to each of you who play a role in making your lodge successful, on 
behalf of a grateful fraternity, I thank you. If your Lodges are successful, then it follows 
that your Chapters, Moose Legions, Districts, Higher Degree Councils, and Associations 
are almost certain to be successful as well. It is only because of your hard work and 
dedication to our causes that we are able to care for our children at Mooseheart, our seniors 
at Moosehaven, and make our communities a better place for all of us to live.  
 

By achieving a membership increase this year, you made at least three great things 
happen. First, you now have more members to help make your Lodges successful. Second, 
per capita arriving at Moose International exceeded our budgets and combined with the 
Women, was over $1,000,000 more than last year.  And third, because of the increase in 



the men’s membership, the scheduled two-dollar increase in per capita for the upcoming 
year has been withdrawn by the Supreme Council. How about that? 
 

You hear it all the time, but I will say it again.  If we increase our membership, 
better finances are sure to follow.  
 

Brothers, you have listened to our pleas for increased safety and loss control in your 
lodges. We had terrific results in our risk pool program this past year. And we have passed 
along another overall decrease in assessments of 5%. If you continue your efforts, there is 
no reason not to believe that assessments will continue to come down in the future.    
 

There are many things for us to be proud of when we talk about Mooseheart, our 
Child City.  Executive Director Scott Hart and his incredibly dedicated staff should be 
commended for everything they do. But I would like to commend Scott and his staff for 
their continued efforts at operating the Child City with fewer financial resources each year. 
Once again, the financial support required by Mooseheart this year was less than last year. 
And the amount is less than it has been since the mid 1990’s. How about that? And the 
service to our foster children has never been better. 
 

Very exciting things are happening at our City of Contentment.  Executive Director 
John Capes and his truly wonderful staff need to be commended for everything they do as 
well. I would like to commend John and his staff for keeping spending at Moosehaven 
almost the same as last year. This is a remarkable result when you consider the high 
inflationary environment with respect to medical care. And very importantly, our 
traditional members continue to receive outstanding care. And they are able to partake of 
an active social calendar.  
 

Brandon Place continues to pick up traction.  This alternative to our traditional 
admission is finally gaining momentum. Admissions to Brandon Place are accelerating in 
spite of the dismal real estate market. If potential residents cannot sell their homes, then 
they cannot move to Moosehaven.  
 

Brothers, the importance of Brandon Place to the future of Moosehaven cannot be 
over emphasized.  Surplus from the operation of Brandon Place has the potential to offset a 
significant portion of the ever-increasing cost of operating the traditional campus.  
 

Moose Charities continues to amaze, because of the amazing generosity of you, our 
membership. Giving was up over $600,000 from last year, which was a very good year as 
well. This is remarkable given the poor economy. And it just shows how dedicated you 
and the rest of our membership are to this great Fraternity of ours.  
 



Membership in the League of Guardians has increased from 427 members last year 
to 518 members this year.  There were 71 members the first year back in 2001, so 
membership in this wonderful group continues to increase at a rapid pace.  I would like to 
thank this dedicated group for truly giving of their substance. For many members, coming 
up with one thousand dollars means cutting out a vacation, or making other personal 
sacrifices.  
 

To the League of Guardian members and everyone who donated this past year, on 
behalf of a grateful Fraternity, I thank you. 
 

We were able to increase the balance in our investment pools this past year by 
fifteen million dollars.  Returns were not strong, only about three and a half percent. But 
the surplus from operations allowed us to deposit six point four million dollars into the 
pools. This was the most we have deposited in the last four years, and marks the fourth 
straight year of adding to our pools from operations.  
 

Depositing funds into the pools may not seem all that impressive.  But it is amazing 
when you remember where we were only five years ago. We were withdrawing an average 
of twenty four million dollars a year from our investments to operate during much of the 
last decade. A thirty million annual improvement is an incredible turn around.  
 

I will be holding a panel session on Tuesday morning titled “Financial Strength of 
the Order.”  Please plan on attending if you would like to hear much more about our 
finances.  The format will be mainly question and answer, so bring your tough questions 
and see if you can stump me.  
 

Thank you for allowing me to serve the Fraternity as your Treasurer.  And thanks to 
each and every one of you for everything you do to support our programs.  I hope you 
have a great week here in Tampa. And may God bless you and your loved ones.  
 
 


