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 Director General Airey, Supreme Governor Crowder, Supreme Governor-Elect 
Henderson, Grand Chancellor McPherson, Grand Regent Allen and all men and women 
of the Moose attending this closing session of the One-Hundred Twenty-Fourth Annual 
International Convention. 
 “Now abideth Faith, Hope, Charity, these three; but the greatest of these is 
Charity.”  Charity is the “generous actions or donations to aid the poor, ill or helpless . . . 
something given to a person in need . . . a charitable act or work . . . benevolent feeling, 
especially toward those in need.”    
 Can you think of someone in need?  Or, better yet, can you think of someone who 
needs you?  A question easily answered, but let us do it anyway – the child at Mooseheart 
needs you, the aging at Moosehaven needs you, the Special Olympian needs you, the 
four-to-nine year old benefiting from Moose Youth Awareness needs you, and how about 
Tommy Moose?  Yes, he needs you, too.  They all have one thing in common – they need 
you! 
 They need you to give – “to cherish and support with (your) energy and 
substance.”  They need you to continue the good work of our Order.  They need you to 
“strengthen and maintain the defending circle”.  Remembering “in unity there is strength, 
that a burden heavy to one is borne lightly by many.”  The more Moose members there 
are providing Charity, the lighter the load. 
 

Mooseheart 
 
 The Mooseheart Founders Day Ceremony tells us “today, more than 100 years 
from the very day he was enrolled into the fraternity, it is (James J.) Davis’s vision that 
remains the bedrock on which the Moose fraternity continues to stand.”  That bedrock, of 
course, is Mooseheart. 
 For one-hundred years the Moose has provided, as Davis has called “a happy city 
where the children of their stricken comrades could be sent to school together – there to 
learn that . . . the fatherless are fathered, by all men whose hearts have heard their cry!”  



 The light of Charity shines no brighter than the spotlight on our Child City – 
Mooseheart.  For one hundred years the Moose has shouldered the heavy burden and 
provided for more than twelve thousand children.  Children in need – children needing 
you!  “There is nothing in the world as sweet as youth, and nothing in our fraternity as 
caring as the child city we call Mooseheart.”   
 Vice President Marshall, at Mooseheart’s dedication in 1913, said: “Thank God, 
here in this middle west, here on this most sacred day, humanity has again proved its 
right to be called the children of the Most High; has again reached out its hand in love 
and loyalty to the needy brother, and has disclosed not only the right, but the duty of this 
great order to exist.” 
 Five years later, the Vice President returned to Mooseheart and recalled, “Let me 
tell you that when I spoke, there was a reservation in my mind . . .Thank God that today . 
. . the age of miracles has not passed.  All that I hoped for – longed for and prayed for on 
the interesting occasion five year ago has come to pass at Mooseheart.”  Ninety-five 
years later, the miracles continue.      
 The giving by the Moose member to Mooseheart is astounding – yes, astounding!  
I am not only referring to the charitable work of providing for the basic needs of the child 
– love, food, clothing, medical care and education.  I am referring, also, to the many gifts 
the Moose has provided to Mooseheart – just in the past few decades, the magnificent 
House of God renovation, the modern residences – like North Carolina, 
Maryland/Delaware, New England, Wisconsin, Michigan, West Virginia, Virginia, 
Indiana, New York, and Illinois, and the Field House and Stadium, thank you Ohio.  All 
of these structures are a result of the men and women of the Moose working together 
charitably and fraternally, and raising the needed funds to make the ongoing story of 
Mooseheart possible. 
 In every instance, I recall the initial reaction of the eventual donors was “that’s a 
lot of money.”  And, in every instance, these men and women of the Moose simply rolled 
up their sleeves, put on their “fundraising” thinking caps, went to work and provided 
sufficient funds to “get the job done.”  It is an ongoing story for the Moose and it has 
been going on for more than one hundred years.  Giving – nobody does it better! 
 Now, our attention turns towards the renovation and modernization of the 
Mooseheart Schools.  Once again, the men and women of the Moose will spin the wheel 
of progress.  You are right – it is a lot of money.  But, you know the rest, it is time to roll 
up our sleeves, put on our “fundraising” thinking caps, go to work and get the job done – 
we have been doing it for one hundred years. 
 “Call it love . . . call it security . . . call it a heartwarming chance to turn tragedies 
into triumphs.  Whatever you call it, Mooseheart is one of the most enduring 
contributions this fraternity makes to society.”  And, everyone at Mooseheart needs you.      
 However, Mooseheart is not our only cause.  “If youth is to be cherished, then age 
is to be honored.”   
 

Moosehaven 
 

In 1923, Director General Davis told the convention “Service is the sweetest and 
most glorious word in the English language.  It is the essence of Moosehaven.  Since our 
last Convention we have established a new home for our aged members and their wives.  



Moosehaven is now the Home of that Service and it is a satisfaction and a pleasure to me 
to report that from its inception it is proving that the theory upon which this service is 
established is well founded.”  He concluded by stating “We have undertaken something 
new in service in the founding of what we intend to make a City of Opportunity.  There is 
not one of our members who have not seen the tragedy of life, which during its declining 
years has met with adversity.  Usually this condition is a result of insufficient preparation 
for all of the phases of human life.  The productive years have not yielded sufficient 
return to lay by for old age; suddenly changing conditions in a man’s career may have 
brought failure and discouragement; some trick of fate may have deprived him of further 
means of securing a livelihood – to these Moosehaven is not only a place of refuge, a 
home, but an opportunity.  Discouragement is the severest handicap of life; at 
Moosehaven despair is changed to confidence.”    
 Truly, looking back these past ninety years, Moosehaven has not only “added life 
to their years, but years to their life”.  Davis would be proud of Moosehaven, today. 
 But, Moosehaven, like Mooseheart, is perpetual because of the continued giving 
of the Moose member.  The Canadian maintenance building, the Women of the Moose 
provided residence halls and the new Katherine Smith Building, and possibly the greatest 
gift of all – the Life Care Center, completed and dedicated in 2002, at a cost of $16.5 
million – every penny the result of “fundraising” by the men and women of the Moose.  
So far, this single project remains the largest in terms of dollars ever undertaken by the 
combined efforts of the Loyal Order of Moose, the Women of the Moose and the Moose 
Legion.  Giving – nobody does it better!   
 While I am not sure how appropriate it is to quote yourself, never-the-less here it 
what I said, as your Director General, in 2002, about Life Care: “Friday, June 28, 2002 
may be remembered as one of the greatest days in the history of our beloved Order.  
Thousands of men and women of the Moose had an opportunity to see for themselves the 
fruits of their labor.  Life Care is a monument to each one of us . . .you saw the more than 
3,000 bricks and blocks (acknowledging individual donors), you saw the thirty-five foot 
wall listing the donors of $1000 and more.  You saw the list of state and provincial 
associations who met their original pledges and then, in many cases, added to it Phase II 
and Phase III financial support.  There is not another organization that has even tried to 
do what we have done – let alone plan it, build it, and pay for it.  We are the only 
organization we know of that has built a facility for assisted living, dementia care and 
skilled care, for their own use, with the own funds.”  
 “Moosehaven – set in a paradise environment just outside of Jacksonville, Florida 
– illustrates that this fraternity not only cherishes its young, but honors it seniors.”  And, 
everyone at Moosehaven needs you.    
  

2 Corinthians 
 
 Second Corinthians tells us “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  Each man 
should give what he has decided in this heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound to 
you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you abound in every good 
work.  As it is written: He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness 



endures forever.  Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also 
supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  
You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion.” 
 The Moose has given generously to the cause of childhood and the aged.  In 
return we have been made rich with self-satisfaction, pride and an unremitting desire to 
continue the work of our Order.  
 Today, we are “an international organization of men and women, dedicated to 
caring for the young and old, bringing communities closer together and celebrating life.”  
Let us take a look at “bringing communities closer together” through the community 
service provided by our Lodges and Chapters.   
 
 

“Giving” to the Community 
 
 Our communities give to us the opportunity to exist.  In return we must give back 
to the community.  While the means to accomplish this are too many to name, presently 
we do this through three sterling programs like Tommy Moose, the Special Olympics, 
and Moose Youth Awareness.  
 “Tommy Moose gives comfort to children – Stuffed animal helps the sick, 
traumatized” was a headline in USA Today.  The story reveals “sometimes something as 
simple as a stuffed animal can make a difference.”  The story continues “Police officers 
interviewing young sexual abuse victims were struggling because the children were too 
nervous to give investigators the information necessary to lock up the abuser . . .that 
seemed to change . . .when the victim was handed Tommy Moose . . .and it was like a 
little light had come one.  She started smiling and playing with the Tommy Moose, and 
when we started questioning again she just opened up (and told) the story to Tommy 
Moose.”  In the same article, another story told of Tommy being given to sick kids in a 
Medical Center, staff stated “they’ll smile and hug the moose…it’s just something to hold 
on to so that you’re not feeling so frightened.”  It is more examples of the Moose giving – 
in these cases to the sick and the helpless.  Remember, Tommy Moose needs you.  
 “Let me win.  But if I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt.”  These words 
are found on the front of the “Special Olympics” brochure.  Moose, Special Olympics 
and the Amateur Softball Association have partnered to form another “Winning Team”.  
The Moose contributes money “to annually fund an invitational championship softball 
tournament featuring teams from throughout North America”  “Children and adults with 
intellectual disabilities who participate in Special Olympics develop improved physical 
fitness and motor skills, greater self-confidence and a more positive self-image.  They 
grow mentally, socially and spiritually and, through their activities, exhibit boundless 
courage and enthusiasm, enjoy the rewards of friendship and ultimately discover not only 
new abilities and talents but “their voices” as well.”  This is one more example of Moose 
giving.  And remember, the Special Olympians need you. 
 For twenty- five years Moose has provided funding for higher learning to the 
“best of the best.”  I am talking about the annual recipients of the Moose Youth 
Awareness scholarships.  These scholarships today total $30,000 per year and go to the 
teenagers chosen by their peers as being the best at taking a message to the four-to-nine 
year olds and help them make appropriate decisions on different topics including drug 



and alcohol awareness, smoking, recognizing a stranger, good-touch/bad-touch and 
others issues facing our young children in society today.  “Our participants can inspire 
the children in their local communities to make healthy decision and to avoid adverse 
situations.”  Yes, Moose members, Moose Youth Awareness is another example of 
giving and it benefits the four-to-nine year old, it benefits the participating teenager, it 
benefits our communities and it demonstrates how much the Moose does for Charity.  
And it only happens because of you.  Moose Youth Awareness needs you.   
 

Conclusion 
 
 In the last twenty minutes, we have tried to cover a “Century of Giving”.  While 
John Jacob Henry Wilson, in his parlor, in Louisville, Kentucky, founded us as a fraternal 
Order in 1888, the Order was born as we have come to understand it when James J. Davis 
joined in 1906.  Seven years later, because of Davis becoming a Moose, membership 
leaped from about 250 members to more than 400,000 in 1913 – and so began one 
hundred years of giving.  As some stories are told “and the rest is history.”  But, in the 
Moose new history is being written every day.  By the time we meet in Milwaukee, at the 
One hundred and Twenty-Fifth International Convention, another year of history will be 
written.  How you decide to participate, how you decide to contribute and how you 
decide be a part of that history is entirely up to you.   

When we get to Milwaukee, another Moose Youth Awareness Congress will be 
history – will you have contributed?  Another Special Olympics softball tournament will 
be history – will you have contributed?  Thousands more Tommy Moose will be 
distributed – will you have contributed?  Moosehaven will have added one more year of 
life to its residents, the Women of the Moose will begin to celebrate their 100th 
anniversary, the Moose Legion will begin to celebrate their 100th anniversary, we will 
hear how much we have raised towards the Mooseheart Schools’ renovation – will you 
have contributed?  And, on the campus of Mooseheart we will have loved, fed, clothed, 
educated and otherwise cared for our children for another year and we will hear how you 
have fulfilled you commitment as Moose by taking care of business and taking care of 
the needs of many who need you.  

How important are you to the philanthropic causes of the program called Moose? 
Our communities need you!  Moosehaven needs you!  Mooseheart needs you!  The 
question has been asked and answered.  

Thank you and God Bless Mooseheart and Moosehaven.     
 


