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Good morning, Brothers.  It is an honor and a privilege for me to have the 

opportunity to address you again this morning. 
 

If there is one program that can and should define our fraternity and portray the 
image that we desire to the public, it is our community service program.  We, 
individually and collectively, achieve personal satisfaction from our efforts on behalf of 
others, and we shine the spotlight of positive publicity and recognition on the Order, its 
Lodges and its members.   
 

In order for us to continue to provide the consistent level of service to which we 
are accustomed, we must put forth diligent effort, give our best no matter the 
circumstances or obstacles, sacrifice when necessary and maximize our response to the 
needs of our local communities through hard work.  As Moose members, we have a 
responsibility to serve others and to do so based on the reward to those we serve rather 
than ourselves. 
 

At this time, it is my privilege to introduce the five members who proudly serve as 
the Moose International Community Service Committee.  They are: 

 Dan Froning, Mobridge, South Dakota Lodge 1685 
 Chuck Letourneau, Cayce, South Carolina Lodge 462 
 Mike Brown, St. Albans, West Virginia Lodge 868 
 Ron Houston, Louisville, Kentucky Lodge 5, and  
 Chairman Sean Maloney, Braintree, Massachusetts Lodge 413 

 
Please join me in extending our appreciation to the members of this committee. 
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2011-2012 was another year in which the value of community service performed 
by members of the Loyal Order of Moose grew.  This is only possible through persistent 
effort and a strong desire to provide hope, support and comfort to those in need.  Here are 
the numbers for the past fiscal year:   
 
Cash Donations:  $14,520,144.63 
Hours Served:   $32,493,045.38 
Miles Driven:        $990,146.70 
 

The total value of Loyal Order of Moose Community Service for the fiscal year 
2011-2012 is $48,003,336.71, which is an increase in value of service performed of 
nearly $185,000.  Additionally, it was reported that 190,876 volunteers participated in 
Moose community service efforts during the past year.  Brothers, we appreciate all you 
have done, and we thank you for continuing to show our communities how important the 
Moose is to them. 
 

Since the fraternity’s community service program was merged into the Membership 
Department, we have focused on fraternity-wide promotion of our “core programs”, those 
programs that our department endorses and that our units should willingly support.  The 
core community service programs are: 
 The Moose Youth Awareness Program 
 Tommy Moose 
 Special Olympics 
 Safe Surfin’, and 
 Moose Alert 

Here is an update on each of these programs. 
 

The 2011-2012 Moose Youth Awareness Program went extremely well again this 
year.  For the fourth consecutive year, we experienced an increase in the number of 
Association Student Congresses held, an increase in the number of Lodges sponsoring 
students and an increase in the number of students that participated in the program.  
Thanks to the efforts of the Moose Legions again this year, we were able to provide five 
scholarships for our International Youth Awareness Congress totaling $30,000.  
 

During the last weekend of April, 65 students who were selected by their peers 
met at the International Youth Awareness Congress in White Plains, New York.  The 
students had an extremely full schedule again this year, including trips into New York 
City on two consecutive days.  They were able to visit the Empire State Building, Central 
Park, NBC Studios, the 9/11 Memorial and Chinatown, and then left a lasting impression 
on the Big Apple by breaking into an impromptu “flash mob” in the middle of Times 
Square. 
 

The students also paid visits to White Plains, New York Lodge 294 for lunch, 
Lodi, New Jersey Lodge 1971 for dinner and dancing, and Ossining, New York Lodge 
1460 for dinner, karaoke and the presentation of scholarships.  We commend the 
members of the New York State Moose Association for the planning, organizing and 
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execution of all of the events throughout the weekend, as well as the members of Lodi, 
New Jersey Lodge 1971 for hosting one of our meal functions. 
 
The five scholarship winners from this year’s International Youth Awareness Congress 
are: 

 5th Place, which is a $2,000 scholarship – Alexandra Loccisano from Nokomis, 
Florida 

 4th Place, which is a $3,000 scholarship – Alexa Schwichow from McHenry, 
Illinois 

 3rd Place, which is a $5,000 scholarship – Anna Maria Marini from Shelton, 
Connecticut 

 2nd Place, which is an $8,000 scholarship – Emilee Garrett from Houghton Lake, 
Michigan 

 And our first place winner of a $12,000 scholarship this year – Jaelynn 
Burkamper from Boone, Iowa 

 
It seems like every year during this report, we talk about the kids who participate 

in this program and the amazing stories that define them.  Well, this year is no exception.  
Each year, as we prepare for the International Youth Awareness Congress, we process 
information on medical and dietary needs of our students to assure that any requirements 
can be handled properly.  Prior to this year, the situations we have encountered could 
safely be categorized as routine.  In 2012, we were faced with two very unique scenarios 
for the first time.   
 

First, meet Alexa Schwichow of McHenry, Illinois.  She is 17 years old and just 
completed her junior year at Johnsburg High School.  Alexa was diagnosed with 
Raynaud’s Disease, a rare circulatory disorder that causes the blood vessels to narrow, 
particularly in the extremities.  She is also completely blind.  Alexa’s topic for her 
KidsTalks presentations was disabilities and the bullying that unfortunately is often 
targeted toward those with disabilities.  And as you heard previously, Alexa certainly has 
not allowed her afflictions to stand in her way, as she was recognized with a $3,000 
scholarship at this year’s International Youth Awareness Congress.  
 

Then there is the story of Patrick Ivison, 17 years old from San Diego, California 
and a recent graduate of Scripps Ranch High School.  Patrick suffered a spinal cord 
injury when a car accidentally backed over him, which has left him paralyzed since he 
was only 14 months old.  And while Patrick, who did his KidsTalks presentations on 
teamwork, was not one of our scholarship winners, he realized the greatest achievement 
of any of our attendees, as this video will attest.   
 

Patrick graduated from high school with a 4.0 grade point average and will be 
attending the University of Southern California this fall to study film.  With inspirational 
teenagers like this participating in our program, is it any wonder that we are already 
looking forward to another successful program year, a year that will culminate with the 
2013 International Youth Awareness Congress scheduled for May 2nd through 6th in 
Lisle, Illinois, just east of Mooseheart.    
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The Tommy Moose program continues to receive solid support from the Lodges 

of our fraternity.  Cartons containing Tommy Moose plush dolls don’t have time to 
collect any dust in the Catalog Sales warehouse, as they are seemingly shipped out the 
door as quickly as they are received.  During the past year, another 23,664 Tommy 
Moose plush, or 1,972 dozen, were purchased and distributed to police, fire and 
emergency services personnel throughout North America. 
 

In fact, one of the largest presentations of Tommy Moose plush dolls took place 
in March of this year.  With Supreme Governor Wes Crowder in attendance, the Georgia 
Moose Association presented 800 Tommy Moose to the Georgia State Patrol during a 
ceremony held at Henry County, Georgia Lodge 2170.  As a result, Tommy Moose is 
now riding in every state patrol cruiser in the state of Georgia.  We want to take this 
opportunity to recognize and thank the members of the Georgia Moose Association for 
their outstanding efforts to promote and support this program throughout “The Peach 
State”. 
 

The Tommy Moose trick-or-treat bags proved to be successful again last year, as 
more than 31,000 bags were shipped to Lodges in the fall of 2011.  These bags offer your 
Lodge an extremely affordable opportunity to promote the Tommy Moose program to the 
children of the community and their parents, as well as other good works of the Lodge, 
during a season when safety is a primary concern.  A bundle of 50 bags costs only $10.50 
plus shipping and handling.  
 

Our additional Tommy Moose items offer even more opportunities for our Lodges 
to bring Tommy Moose and the fraternity into the public eye.  The first Tommy Moose 
“Color-Along Storybook” was introduced in the fall of 2010 and detailed the story of 
how Tommy Moose came to life.  The coloring books are packaged in bundles of 25.  
During the past year, more than 8,300 Tommy Moose Color-Along storybooks were 
distributed.  There are also bookmarks featuring Tommy Moose providing Internet safety 
tips to young children.  These bookmarks are sold in packs of 250.  I am happy to report 
that our Lodges have purchased 359 packs, or 89,750 bookmarks.   
 

The number of full-size Tommy Moose roaming the fraternity continues to grow.  
A combination of 28 Lodges and Associations have made the investment to promote the 
Tommy Moose program and the good works of our fraternity by establishing a presence 
at community events like parades, dedication ceremonies and grand openings.  If you are 
interested in ordering a Tommy Moose costume, a set of guidelines can be obtained from 
the Membership Department and a signed copy must be returned and on file before a 
costume will be released. 
 

For the past several years, much of our focus in community service has been on 
forming strong partnerships with quality organizations.  We believe that these 
relationships are mutually beneficial and enhance the reputations of all parties involved.  
It also allows us to be affiliated with programs that already provide proven structures that 
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have endured for many years and across generations, while increasing the opportunities 
for positive publicity to be directed toward the fraternity. 
 

One of our partners, the Safe Surfin’ Foundation, is a group whose mission is to 
pro-actively educate youngsters about the dangers that can be found while using the 
Internet, and to encourage government officials to enact legislation making Internet 
safety education mandatory in schools for Kindergarten through Grade 12.  The 
foundation has certainly delivered on having the name of the Moose included wherever 
they go and with whatever they do.   
 

Since our partnership began in 2008, the Safe Surfin’ Foundation has made a 
priority of including our fraternity’s name and logo on all promotional materials.  Our 
combined efforts have put NetSmartz software into the hands of thousands of school and 
youth programs.  And our latest joint endeavor is putting equipment in the hands of law 
enforcement officers who are tasked with apprehending online predators and capturing 
the information that leads to these people being prosecuted, convicted and incarcerated so 
they can not do further harm to children. 
 

In January, the Safe Surfin’ Foundation launched the ‘Cop-in-a-Box’ program.  
This hands-on crime fighting initiative provides funding, hardware, software and a 
proven training curriculum to law enforcement agencies with the Internet Crimes Against 
Children Task Force.  The first presentation was made to the Norfolk, Virginia Police 
Department at the Virginia Moose Association Mid-Year Conference in January.  
Subsequent presentations have been made to 21 more law enforcement agencies in 11 
different states.  Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force Administrators are 
currently working to identify locations in five additional states to receive this computer 
equipment. 
 

Here to provide you with additional details on the ‘Cop-in-a-Box’ program and 
other initiatives, please welcome to the podium the Sheriff of Bedford County, Virginia 
and the founder of the Safe Surfin’ Foundation, Mike Brown. 
 

SHERIFF BROWN’S COMMENTS 
 

Thank you, Mike for being here with us again this week.  We certainly appreciate 
your words and look forward to continuing our efforts to protect our children from online 
predators.  Before you go, I’m sure you’re anxious to hear how our annual financial 
support of Safe Surfin’ went last year.  First, I will tell you it went up again.  In fact, it 
went up significantly and surpassed the $200,000 mark for the first time.  In 2011-2012, 
the units of the fraternity contributed a total of $243,361.04 toward the efforts of Safe 
Surfin’, an increase of nearly $45,000 over the previous fiscal year. 
 

As with Safe Surfin’, our Special Olympics partnership is also growing and 
thriving.    In August 2011, we hosted the inaugural Special Olympics North American 
Invitational Softball Championship in Elgin, Illinois.  A slew of volunteers, including 
Moose International staff, Mooseheart students and family teachers, and members from 
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Lodges and Chapters in Illinois, Iowa and eastern Nebraska, helped to make sure the 
tournament ran smoothly for the 26 teams that participated.   
 

We are currently in the process of making final preparations for the second 
Special Olympics North American Invitational Softball Championship, which will be 
held September 20-23 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  Here to discuss our plans and the 
difference we have made for the Special Olympics softball program throughout North 
America, please welcome the Senior Manager for Sports Development for Special 
Olympics North America, Craig Pippert. 
 

CRAIG’S COMMENTS 
 

Thank you, Craig.  We continue to ask our units to make fundraising to both 
Special Olympics and Safe Surfin’ part of their annual community service plan.  All we 
ask is for each Lodge, Chapter and Moose Legion to contribute $100 to Moose Charities 
during the year that is earmarked for each program.  Associations, including districts, are 
also encouraged to participate.  If you wish to contribute more than $100, we certainly 
encourage you to do so.  This philosophy seems to be working as we had hoped. 
 

As with Safe Surfin’, contributions for our Special Olympics efforts exceeded the 
previous year.  I am pleased to report to you that the units of the Order contributed 
$211,521.85 toward our Special Olympics efforts in 2011-2012, an increase of more than 
$30,000.  We had 39 fraternal units contribute at least $1,000 during the year, which is 
two more than last year. 
 11 Lodges contributed exactly $1,000:  St. Mary’s, Pennsylvania Lodge 146; 

Richmond, Indiana Lodge 167; Kenosha, Wisconsin Lodge 286; Speedway, 
Indiana Lodge 500; East Erie, Pennsylvania Lodge 593; Elkland, Pennsylvania 
Lodge 746; Port Clinton, Ohio Lodge 1610; Red Deer, Alberta Lodge 1639; 
Silver City, New Mexico Lodge 1718; Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 
Lodge 2050; and Las Cruces, New Mexico Lodge 2081 

 Connellsville, Pennsylvania Lodge 16 contributed $1,020 
 Topsail Island, North Carolina Lodge 2061 contributed $1,020.25 
 Leechburg, Pennsylvania Lodge 102 and Colonial City, Ohio Lodge 2555 each 

contributed $1,050 
 Defiance, Ohio Lodge 2094 and Quincy, Florida Lodge 2672 each contributed 

$1,100 
 Trumbull, Ohio Lodge 186 contributed $1,150 
 Winston-Salem, North Carolina Lodge 466 contributed $1,182.32 
 Three Lodges contributed $1,250:  McSherrystown, Pennsylvania Lodge 720; 

Bound Brook, New Jersey Lodge 988; and Beach Haven, New Jersey Lodge 1575 
 Greenville, Pennsylvania Lodge 276 contributed $1,276 
 Northfield, Ohio Lodge 2156 contributed $1,371.30 
 Golden Triangle, Florida Lodge 874 and Lacey, New Jersey Lodge 1907 each 

contributed $1,500  
 Venice, Florida Chapter 758 contributed $2,300 
 Brandon, Florida Lodge 1880 contributed $2,500 
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 Bellefontaine, Ohio Lodge 2563 contributed $2,552.23 
 Tallahassee, Florida Lodge 1075 contributed $2,875 
 Hartford, Connecticut Lodge 723 contributed $3,000 
 Tallahassee, Florida Chapter 1103 contributed $3,500 
 Fort Myers, Florida Lodge 1899 contributed $3,600 
 Clyde, Ohio Lodge 393 contributed $3,716.71 
 Lexington, Ohio Lodge 2511 contributed $3,963.25 
 Pickerington, Ohio Lodge 2321 contributed $4,000 
 Worthington, Ohio Lodge 1427 contributed $5,000 

 
And finally, we offer special recognition to our top donating units – North Little 

Rock, Arkansas Lodge 942 and Upper Sandusky, Ohio Lodge 1093, each of which 
contributed $15,000 to our Special Olympics effort.  We extend our sincerest 
appreciation to all units that sent in their contributions to Moose Charities during the past 
year.   
 

The second step to our fundraising process will be fulfilled again this year in the 
coming weeks.  Checks representing remaining monies from our fundraising efforts will 
be sent to state and provincial Special Olympics offices in the names of the members and 
units from that state or province.  Letters explaining our program and encouraging those 
Special Olympics representatives to find a way to say “thank you” to the members will be 
included with the checks.  The Special Olympics representatives will be encouraged to 
attend upcoming Association Conventions to personally show their gratitude.  Should a 
representative of Special Olympics attend your convention, please extend the proper 
courtesy and show them how vital our organization can be to their future success. 
 

As you have heard at previous conventions, we have been working hard to 
develop the right relationship to get the Moose Alert initiative functioning throughout 
North America.  The basic premise of Moose Alert is to utilize Moose volunteers and 
Moose facilities during emergency situations.  In examining organizations that would 
make sense in an endeavor such as this, The Salvation Army is right at the top of the list.  
During times of disaster and distress, The Salvation Army is one of the first organizations 
on the scene, yet they do not receive the attention afforded to other organizations like the 
Red Cross.  However, the services they are there to provide to those in need are equally 
as important as any other entity on site. 
 

On April 18, a statement of understanding was agreed upon and executed, 
outlining the foundation for taking the Moose Alert concept from idea to reality in 
communities throughout the fraternity.  The agreement will encourage two-way 
communication and cooperation between local Lodges and Salvation Army chapters, 
establish guidelines for Salvation Army personnel to provide relevant training in disaster 
relief to Moose members and present an opportunity for Salvation Army chapters to 
utilize Moose Lodge facilities in disaster and emergency situations.   
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For his comments on the budding relationship between our two organizations, 
please welcome the Director of National Public Affairs & National Emergency Disaster 
Services Liaison for The Salvation Army National Headquarters, Major Darryl Leedom. 
 

MAJOR LEEDOM’S COMMENTS 
 

Thank you, Major Leedom.  We certainly look forward to a mutually beneficial 
relationship between our organizations, both through the Moose Alert program and 
beyond. 
 

I have stated on more than one occasion that Moose members are special people 
in society.  Men and women who constantly sacrifice their time, their talents and their 
hard-earned dollars to make life better for those who are not as fortunate or have been 
affected by tragedy or strife.  They epitomize “The Golden Rule” because they do unto 
others as they would have done unto themselves. 
 

We all bring something special to the table.  We all have something to contribute.  
And we find that when we are able to combine our God-given gifts, we are able to 
perform truly remarkable feats for others.  And while those of you who know me well 
will understand how difficult this is for me to say, I think the idea of bringing individuals 
together for a common goal is summed well in the words of former Ohio State football 
coach Woody Hayes. 
 

It did take me some time to decipher his words, because they were written in 
crayon, but once I did, I felt his message rang true beyond the gridiron. 
 

“If I had only one thought on which I could build my team, it would be this:  Each 
man has much greater ability than he thinks he has, particularly when he uses that ability 
in a concentrated team effort.  As the game approaches its climax, the player becomes 
more team-oriented, and as he approaches physical and mental exhaustion, he becomes 
almost totally absorbed, for at this point the team is everything.  No player can go 
through a game without experiencing this “We Win” feeling, which greatly transcends 
any “I Win” feeling.” 
 

When you perform good deeds for your community and its residents, no matter 
how great or how small, you each find that personal satisfaction.  You win.  When we 
bring our collective efforts together, that satisfaction is amplified greatly.  We win as 
members, we win as a Lodge, we win as a fraternity.  Yet the real winners are those who 
benefit because we came together.    
 

Thank you so much for being part of our team.  Thank you for being a Moose. 
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