
Good afternoon, my name is Sidney 

Whorton. Thank you for providing me the 

opportunity to speak to you today. You have 

made a incredible and positive impact on my 

life. Every success story of a Mooseheart child 

is because of your love, support and dedication. 

I came to Mooseheart October 2, 2003 as a 

quiet and scared fifth grader.  Now I am very outgoing and ready to live life to the fullest.  

I have learned many life skills and acquired many good qualities while at Mooseheart to 

prepare me for this next stage of my life. 

Before I came to Mooseheart, I lived with my grandmother and my older brother 

Zack. My mother was in and out of jail and the only “real” father I had ever known died 

of a drug overdose in January of 2001.  I say real father because a few years later my 

brother called to tell me that we actually had different fathers and that mine was still 

alive.  As a 10-year-old kid, I was excited and confused. It was really hard hearing that 

the man I thought was my father my whole life really wasn’t my father, but I was happy 

and excited to know that my biological father was still alive. As a child I so desired to 

make a connection with my father.  I would daydream of picnics on a sunny day, meals 

around the kitchen table, of going fishing together or reading a book on the couch.  But 

that is all it amounted to – daydreaming.  It quickly became apparent to me that even 

though my father was alive, his poor choices had landed him in prison and from behind 

bars he was not going to meet his daughters’ needs.  He wrote a couple letters here and 

there but never called.  Still to this day I have never talked to him on the phone nor met 
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him in person. What happens when your parents don’t uphold their end of the 

parent/child relationship?  Well, certainly foster care is an option for some, but in my life, 

it was a strong-willed grandmother who stepped in and began raising me.  For ten years 

she sacrificed everything she had for me, but eventually the mounting financial 

commitment and her deteriorating health, left us at a crossroad.  Was it time for me to be 

whisked away by the state and placed in foster care, or was there something better in 

store for me?  My grandmother, who herself had graduated in 1955 from Mooseheart, 

knew that this would be a safe community in which I could grow and learn the skills 

necessary for a life of independence.  

Prior to my arrival at Mooseheart I really struggled in school.  Well, actually more 

than struggled – I just didn’t get it.  And if not understanding what was being taught was 

bad enough, I magically passed every grade with failing scores, but always had the 

words, “has potential” written in red pen in the comment section of the report card.  My 

grandmother had no idea what to do. She could not figure out why it was so hard for me 

to achieve passing grades. I knew the material, but I just couldn’t apply it to my 

homework or tests. My mind was always wandering to another part of the day or 

completely blanking out on what I was working on.  It was very frustrating for me and for 

her, so she eventually took me to several doctors who all had told her it was normal and 

that I just needed to sit still and focus. Then I came to Mooseheart! After the 

administration reviewed my records and I met with counselors and a doctor, I was 

diagnosed with Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD). After a slow start, I was soon paying 

better attention and focusing in class. I could actually sit down and do homework without 

finding 10 other activities to do instead. My grades improved dramatically. All 
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throughout high school it was very rare that I would come home with a “D” on my report 

card let alone an “F”. The few times I did, I worked very hard to bring it back up.  I was 

always told never settle for less than your best, and I still try to live by that.  

Once I started settling into the new school and campus, I began to look for things 

to pass the time and take my mind off being away from home. I first was asked by my 

very strange, but amazing band director, Mr. Steve Schmidt, if I would like to try band. I 

said “Sure, Why not?” I began band my fifth grade year as a clarinet player. I tried but 

sounding like a dying goose really wasn’t what I had in mind. Then in sixth grade, I tried 

the flute. At first I couldn’t even make a sound. It was hard and almost painful when I did 

manage to get a sound out. No one wanted to be in the band room during my lessons. 

Now seven years and hundreds of band lessons later, my musical talent is used to calm 

doves and not scare away the crows!  This would not have been possible without the 

loving support of the Women of the Moose – you make music a driving passion for many 

of the children at Mooseheart and we all thank you for being the piped piper of 

fundraising for the Music Program! 

Looking back over the long hours spent in our band room with students of varying 

musical talents, I realize that I have a great appreciation for music now, both old and 

new.  I have also realized that I have an amazing group of teachers that cared for me and 

wanted me to succeed, but there is one that I am most honored to know and have in my 

life, my band director, Mr. Steve Schmidt.  He is a very loyal and hard working person.  

He puts in many hours behind the scene preparing for concerts and performances.  He is 

faithful to hold early band every day before school so that less experienced band 

members can receive extra help.  He spends time after work looking for grant 
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opportunities and completing lengthy applications to see that Mooseheart is more widely 

recognized and that corporate and foundation dollars find there way to the Child City. 

This past January, the band put together a small concert in the school gymnasium 

to kick-off the second semester.  At that event, a surprise was unveiled that no one knew 

about, including Mr. Schmidt.  Halfway through the concert, it was announced that Mr. 

Steve Schmidt was chosen as one of five band directors in the nation to receive the Mr. 

Holland’s Opus award. This award is based off the 1995 movie, “Mr. Holland’s Opus”.  

It is about a band director that gave up his life dream and dedicated his time to instructing 

his band students. Following the performance, some students were interviewed, including 

myself.  All I could say was “You couldn’t have picked a better person.” I will always 

remember that it was our band director that was honored with this prestigious award. 

Another activity I have become very active in is the Mooseheart 4-H program. I 

have always been an animal person, so having a full farm practically in my back yard was 

perfect. I spent most of my after school hours down at the farm doing jobs anywhere 

from feeding and watering livestock, to nursing sick animals, bailing hay and cleaning 

out animal pens.  My first year, I chose to work with swine.  I was able to raise three 

newborn piglets to their ideal weight to be sold at the local fair for around $300 each. 

Trust me, $900 is a sweet chunk of bacon, but all I wanted was my little piglets back. 

Maybe I was a little naïve, but I figured that the buyers were going to keep them and let 

them grow old on their farm, just like Wilbur in the movie Charlotte’s Web.  When I 

found out that my little piggies were headed off to slaughter, I cried.  Our 4-H leader 

knew the only thing that could make me feel better was something from Steak and Shake.  

There is nothing like a good double bacon burger with fries and a shake to forget the 
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childhood trauma a few hours ago!  Over the years I got over it and now I have sold a 

total of 12 pigs in over four years.  

Working for the farm was exactly what I needed. It taught me self-discipline, 

good work ethic, patience, and how to communicate with people. I have always wanted 

to work with animals, and my time in 4-H helped me refine my college and career path. 

Mooseheart offers many activities for students anywhere from the Naval Junior 

Reserve Officer Training Corps program to Vocational programming such as 

cosmetology, automotive, health occupations, business and commercial music. As a high 

school student, it is mandatory that you participate in the ROTC program through the 

United States Navy. I have learned many things from this program including courage, 

commitment and strength. It is a special feeling when our NJROTC unit marches in local 

parades or is asked to present the Colors at local events that honor our military veterans 

or our current service men and women.  On behalf of all the cadets in Mooseheart’s 

program we salute you. 

For vocational training, you have the opportunity as a freshman to explore the 

different vocations that Mooseheart has to offer. During your sophomore year, you need 

to make a firm commitment to one vocational course of study - I chose commercial music 

because of the opportunity to further my musical education and play at the collegiate 

level. 

One activity that all the children enjoy is the opportunity to visit with you the 

members in your home lodges.  Whether that be on the local level like the St. Charles 

Moose Lodge or the Berwyn Moose Lodge or on the road as homes travel across the 

county to visit an association, these trips help build a strong bond between members and 
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children.  While at Mooseheart, I had the opportunity to visit the state of Virginia with 8 

other girls. We spent an amazing summer week there visiting the local lodges. We went 

to Washington D.C and visited the Washington Monument, Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

and the Lincoln Memorial.  It was definitely a wonderful and very unforgettable 

experience. 

Just this past year, the Illinois Moose Association paid for the Illinois home to 

take a trip anywhere we wanted to in the lower 48 states. With so many places to go, we 

chose Nashville, Tennessee. We were excited but never did we expect the love and 

family like environment that we were showered with when we arrived. On this trip, we 

went to Ruby Falls in Chattanooga and many other places like Clarksville, Murphysboro, 

and Natchez Trace where we went horseback riding. Then on the last day of our trip, I 

was able to visit home and take the girls to my own Paris, Tennessee lodge. This trip was 

one that I will remember for the rest of my life. I really enjoyed being able to come out 

and show the girls in my house where I come from and show them that Tennessee truly 

does have southern hospitality. 

Mooseheart has helped me in so many ways. I wouldn’t be the same person I am 

today if it was not for the faith you all have had in me. It is very hard to believe but after 

8 wonderful years, I had my turn to sit on stage in the Fieldhouse, listen to the Supreme 

Governor provide an inspiring and motivational talk to the senior class (despite the fact a 

penalty flag was thrown unfairly at him in the middle of his speech, he brushed it aside 

and kept focus on motivating us to do our best in life) and was handed my diploma by the 

Chairman of the Mooseheart Board of Directors Tommy Hatcher.   
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I know that Disney markets its “Dreams Come True” catch phrase, but that is 

leisure and fantasy dreaming.  My family issues and childhood troubles weren’t make 

believe and there wasn’t going to be a magic spell to heal the past hurts.  Mooseheart 

deals in reality and in real life things aren’t always fair and the breaks don’t always go 

your way.  At Mooseheart, dreams really do come true.  My dream to have positive 

parent figures and role models.  My dream to care for animals and define in me a life’s 

passion.  My dream to make beautiful music.  My dream to dress up for Military Ball and 

Prom and be that princess in the fairy tale.  My dream to graduate from high school and 

attend Southern Illinois University in Carbondale in the fall to major in Animal 

Production. This was by far the best thing for me and despite the challenges I stand 

before you today as living proof that what you do in your Associations, Moose Legions, 

Lodges and Chapters helps make the impossible possible, it rights the wrongs of a child 

in need and with just the right amount of love, care and understanding, makes the dreams 

of a little girl from the state of Tennessee come true.   

God Bless Mooseheart! 
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