
“SPORTS EVENTS IN REVIEW” 
123RD INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

ANAHEIM, CA – JULY 3, 2011 
 
Good afternoon Brothers!  It is a privilege for me to present this report on behalf of the 
International Activities Committee. 
 
In addition to myself as chairman, the members of the committee are: 

 William “Buck” Dials - Mansfield, Ohio Lodge 341 
 Bill O’Brien - Murfreesboro, Tennessee Lodge 645 
 Andy Dooley - Bedford, Virginia Lodge 1897 
 Ed Layton – Sebastian River, Florida Lodge 1767 
 Joe Serwa – Batavia, Illinois Lodge 682 
 Beth Griswold - Dansville, New York Chapter 670 
 Leanna Miller - Elkhart, Indiana Chapter 73 
 Nellie Manning - Wheaton, Maryland Chapter 1435 
 Wendy Matthew – Chatham, Ontario Chapter 304 

 
How about a nice round of applause for the International Activities Committee? 
 
The 2011 International sports tournament schedule is in full swing.  The following 
tournaments have already been completed: 

 Texas Hold ‘Em, which was hosted by the Golden Nugget Hotel and Casino in 
Las Vegas 

 Bowling, which was hosted by Parkersburg, West Virginia Lodge 1118 
 Darts, which was hosted by Martinsburg, West Virginia Lodge 120, and 
 Pool, which was hosted by Lynchburg South, Virginia Lodge 1727 

 
The results of each of these tournaments are posted in the Sports portal, which can be 
found in the “Members Only” portion of the Moose International website. 
 
The rest of the 2011 tournament schedule will be played out in the coming weeks: 

 Horseshoes will be held July 29-31 and will be hosted by Strasburg, Virginia 
Lodge 403 

 Men’s, Women’s and Mixed Scramble Golf will be held August 5-7 and will be 
hosted by PGA National Resort and Spa in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 

 Softball will be held August 26-28 at the Elgin Sports Complex, which is located 
20 miles north of Mooseheart.  This year’s softball tournament will be held in 
conjunction with the Special Olympics North American Invitational Softball 
Championship, which is funded by the support of our members and fraternal units  

 
Last year in Nashville, we talked about the great success that was realized with our 
inaugural International Texas Hold ‘Em Tournament, which was held in January 2010 at 
the Golden Nugget.  504 players participated in our first tournament and competed for 
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$65,000 in prize money, including a $10,000 first prize.  Based on the great response, we 
certainly anticipated that interest in the tournament would grow.  But even we couldn’t 
believe how much growth would take place in one year. 
 
Our 2011 Texas Hold ‘Em Tournament saw registration balloon from 504 to 752, nearly 
a 50% increase.  The increased number of participants, along with some changes made to 
the allocation of funds from registration, increased the prize pool from $65,000 in 2010 to 
more than $150,000 in 2011, including the grand prize increasing from $10,000 to 
$15,000.  Adding to the excitement of the tournament was the fact that the final two 
players left standing were both members of the same Lodge. 
 
Registration for the 2012 Texas Hold ‘Em Tournament opened on June 22nd.  Members 
wishing to participate may either print a registration form from the Moose International 
website or use the online registration system and immediately receive a confirmation and 
printed receipt.  Based on last year’s registration, we anticipate even greater participation 
for 2012. 
 
Greater participation has been the theme of all of the International sports tournaments 
held so far this year.  When comparing the number of members who participated in 
bowling, darts and pool in 2010 to those same tournaments this year, we find that the 
numbers have increased in all cases.  Initially, that is the success we are working to 
accomplish.  Our focus then shifts to making the tournament experiences the best that 
they can be.    
 
The management of all tournaments, including the establishment of all governing rules 
and interpretations thereof, will continue to be handled by the International Activities 
Committee.  Committee members will also track and enter results, and assure that they 
are posted to the Moose International website and provided to the Department of 
Communications and Public Affairs for publication in a timely manner.  Membership 
Department staff will handle tournament registration and lodging information, as well as 
promotion of tournaments in printed publications and on the Moose International website.  
Tournaments will also feature optional special events and contests that will be used to 
raise funds for Moose Charities.   
 
Another positive we have seen during the past year is increased interest in being 
considered to host an International sports tournament.  The 2012 tournament schedule is 
complete, the 2013 schedule is nearly complete, and sites have been tentatively selected 
for some tournaments in 2014 and 2015.  This is significant progress toward our 
committee’s goal of consistently maintaining a schedule of tournament locations three to 
five years in advance. 
 
Here is the 2012 International tournament schedule: 

 Texas Hold ‘Em will again be at the Golden Nugget Hotel and Casino in Las 
Vegas from January 8-12 
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 Bowling will be held in Springfield, Ohio on weekends from March 17 through 
May 13.  There will not be bowling during the weekends of April 7th and 8th and 
April 14th and 15th. 

 Darts will take place at Barberton, Ohio Lodge 759 during the weekend of April 
20-22 

 Pool will be held at Mansfield, Ohio Lodge 341 from June 20-23 
 Softball will be hosted by Muncie, Indiana Lodge 33 from July 13-15 
 Horseshoes is scheduled for Lynchburg South, Virginia Lodge 1727 during the 

weekend of July 20-22 
 And golf will be hosted by Murfreesboro, Tennessee Lodge 645 during the 

weekend of August 3-5  
 
As we are all aware, 2013 marks the 100th anniversary of our Mooseheart campus.  In 
conjunction with the calendar of events that will take place during the centennial 
celebration, we will be scheduling as many of our International sports tournaments as 
possible in the Mooseheart area.  This is the ideal opportunity to introduce our 
tournament participants, who may not have the chance otherwise, to experience “The 
Child City” during its 100th birthday year.  The tentative schedule of locations for 2013 is 
as follows: 

 Texas Hold ‘Em is will be at the Golden Nugget Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas 
 Bowling will be in Aurora, Illinois 
 Darts will be in Belleville, Michigan 
 Softball is scheduled for Elgin, Illinois 
 Golf is scheduled for courses in North Aurora, Elburn and Yorkville, Illinois 
 Pool and horseshoes have yet to be scheduled 

 
To all of you who support our sports programs, we extend our sincerest thanks for your 
participation and encourage you to continue your efforts. 
 
I would like to add that it has been a pleasure serving on the International Sports 
Committee since its inception in 1989, and the International Activities Committee for the 
past year.  It has been the purpose and intent of these committees to develop social, 
recreational and entertainment programs and to promote these activities to help support 
the Lodges, Mooseheart and Moosehaven, as well as all members and their families.  By 
providing sporting activities, as well as other fun events in your Lodges, you will see 
your Lodge’s membership grow and your Lodge become a more prosperous and happy 
place.   
 
Remember, if you always do what you have always done, you will always get what you 
have always got.  Do you want more than that for your family, community, state and 
fraternity? All you have to do is try, and you can make it happen.  I thank Moose 
International for the confidence in and the support of the former Sports Committee and 
the current Activities Committee, and I look forward to continue supporting this great 
Fraternity as a member of the Mooseheart Board of Directors. 
 
Brother Supreme Governor, this concludes our report and I move for its acceptance.   
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