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International	Moose	Convention	

Anaheim,	California	

Supreme	Lodge	Opening	Session	

July	2,	2011	

	

Report	of	the	Director	General	
	

	 	 Thank	you	Brother	Ross	for	that	introduction.		Everyone	likes	to	have	nice	
things	said	about	him	or	her,	but	seldom	does	it	happen.		Let	me	read	a	letter	I	recently	
received.	

	 “Dear	Honorable	William	Airey	and	other	International	Moose	Leaders:		
Greetings!		Please	forgive	me	if	I	do	not	greet	you	with	the	respect	and	honor	you	
deserve,	but	I	am	not	a	Moose	member	and	don’t	know	what	I	don’t	know	about	you	all.		
However,	I	do	know	that	Moose	members	in	my	community	are	heroes	‐	especially	
Woman	of	the	Moose	Janet	Brice	and	Governor	Richard	Parker,	and	many	other	men	
and	women.	

	 My	name	is	Bob	Vickers	and	I	am	the	Director	of	Housing	Services	for	a	nonprofit	
organization	in	Sedalia,	Missouri	that	serves	hundreds	of	homeless,	imminently	
homeless,	and	the	poor	and	needy	in	our	county.		We	have	been	hit	very	hard	the	past	
few	years	and	are	among	the	poorest	and	neediest	counties	in	the	state	of	Missouri.		I	
also	lead	an	alliance	called	Putting	Roofs	over	People	(P.R.O.P.)	that	is	made	up	of	75‐
plus	businesses,	nonprofits,	social	service	agencies,	churches	and	individuals	that	are	
simply	trying	to	serve	the	poor	and	needy	as	it	relates	to	the	needs	of	our	county.		We	
meet	monthly	to	discuss	the	needs.		Most	of	us	have	been	cut	so	much	financially	that	we	
have	laid‐off	staff,	cut	back	to	bare	bones,	and	are	simply	trying	to	do	the	best	we	can	as	
much	as	we	can	and	pray	for	angels	to	help.	

	 The	angels	I	have	been	sent	are	from	Moose	Lodge	1494.		I	wish	I	could	tell	you	
the	story	in	person	BUT	bottom‐line	is	this:		I	had	never	heard	of	the	Moose	Lodge	until	
they	approached	me	and	offered	to	help	raise	awareness	and	money	to	help	the	
thousands	of	poor	folks	in	our	county.		Although	skeptical	of	their	motives	at	first,	I	said	
“yes”.		What	I	have	seen	the	past	year	is	nothing	short	of	a	miracle	in	our	county.		The	
local	Moose	Lodge	and	more	than	thirty	Moose	volunteers	do	a	huge	amount	to	help	us.		
They	are	at	our	meetings	and	involved	with	us.		They	have	raised	(and	continue	to	raise)	
many	thousands	of	dollars	through	unselfish	giving	and	sacrifice	beyond	belief.		So	
many	in	our	community	need	help	to	re‐establish	healthy	and	productive	lives,	many	of	
whom	start	over	with	nothing	after	a	fire,	a	divorce,	a	lay‐off	or	job	loss,	or	other	
catastrophe.		I	could	not	do	what	I	do	without	them.		They	have	literally	saved	us	time	
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and	time	again!		Putting	Roofs	Over	People	and	the	70‐plus	organization	of	our	P.R.O.P.	
alliance	know	first‐hand	some	of	the	struggles	to	access	housing,	medical	care,	
transportation,	and	so	much	more	for	the	homeless	and	have	banded	together	to	help	
people	in	the	continuum	of	care	access	what	they	may	need.		Their	assistance	has	
helped	more	than	you	could	ever	know.		I	just	wanted	to	tell	you,	“thank	you”	and	hope	
you	will	pass	it	back	to	them.		What	they	have	done	for	this	community	and	P.R.O.P.	
cannot	be	described	in	words	nor	put	a	dollar	value	on,	but	it	is	a	miracle!		Thank	you	
again	for	what	you	have	done	to	support	the	P.R.O.P.	effort	on	behalf	of	the	homeless	in	
Pettis	County	even	though	you	don’t	know	it	through	your	Lodge	members.		Sincerely,	
Robert	J.	Vickers,	Housing	Director,	Pettis	County	Community	Partnership.	

	 Hats	off	to	Sedalia,	MO	Lodge	No.	1494	for	creating	some	interest	in	helping	
‘Putting	Roofs	Over	People’	with	a	cash	donation	totaling	$5,300.00	and	over	300	man	
hours	of	assistance.		You	have	brought	valuable	recognition	to	the	Lodge	and	our	Order.	

	 Creating	some	interest;	serving	others;	Lodi,	California	Lodge	No.	634	has	done	
just	that	this	past	year.		While	bringing	the	community	closer	together	is	not	something	
new	to	Lodi,	I	wanted	to	share	just	two	of	the	events	they	held	during	the	past	year.		In	
December,	they	sponsored	a	dinner	and	dance	to	raise	funds	for	the	Curtis	Maryatt	
family.		Curtis,	33	years	old,	was	diagnosed	with	a	highly	aggressive	form	of	brain	
cancer,	which	is	non‐operable.		He,	his	wife	Courtnie,	14‐year‐old	daughter	Ashley	and	
sons,	12‐year‐old	Ryan	and	7‐year‐old	Reese,	are	residents	of	Lodi.		Funds	raised	helped	
the	family	with	medical	expenses	not	covered	by	insurance.		More	than	500	people	
attended	the	fundraiser	resulting	in	a	gift	to	the	family	of	over	$37,000.00.		Last	April	
the	Lodge	again	conducted	a	fundraiser,	sponsoring	another	dinner	and	dance	to	help	
the	Jeff	Johnson	family.		Jeff	is	48	years	old	and	was	diagnosed	with	a	cancer	found	in	
less	than	1%	of	the	population.		Because	of	its	rarity,	treatment	takes	place	in	Houston,	
Texas	and	will	involve	numerous	trips	between	Lodi	and	Houston.		The	money	raised	
will	help	alleviate	some	of	the	financial	burden	to	the	Johnson	family.	

	 While	the	Lodge	should	be	congratulated	for	a	job	well	done,	and	money	raised	
was	certainly	appreciated	by	the	two	families,	they	also	received	considerable	coverage	
in	the	local	press,	creating	some	interest	and	building	positive	public	relations.		
However,	the	Lodge	received	an	even	greater	benefit	from	‘doing	unto	others’	as	they	
processed	approximately	100	membership	applications	received	soon	after	the	events.		
It	appears	that	others	in	the	community	want	to	be	associated	with	an	organization	that	
believes	in	providing	assistance	to	those	in	need.	

	 Thank	you	Lodi	for	a	job	well	done!	

	 How	can	I	properly	communicate	to	you	the	impact	this	next	story	has	had	on	the	
Lodge,	the	members	and	our	Order?		It	is	next	to	impossible,	but	I	will	try	my	best.	

	 The	headlines	read	More	than	500	businesses	damaged	in	April	27	tornados’,	
‘Moose	Lodge	feeds	thousands’.		‘Group	donates	food’.	

	 And,	the	story	reads:	
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Tuscaloosa,	Alabama	‐	‐	The	menu	now	includes	quail,	but	in	the	beginning	there	were	
only	hamburgers	and	hot	dogs.	

	 Members	of	the	Loyal	Order	of	Moose,	a	family	fraternal	lodge,	reached	into	their	
pockets,	purchased	the	food,	fired	up	some	grills	and	went	modestly	about	feeding	a	
community	in	need.	

	 The	next	thing	they	knew,	a	big	rig	was	delivering	a	refrigerated	trailer	filled	with	
frozen	meat,	a	load	so	heavy	that	asphalt	buckled	in	the	parking	lot.	

	 “You	see	all	the	food?”		Former	Moose	Lodge	Governor	J.C.	Hunter	said	one	day	
last	week.	“We’ve	been	blessed.		Kind	of	like	it’s	mentioned	in	the	Bible	when	Jesus	
broke	the	bread	and	fed	so	many	people.		Fish	and	the	loaves.		That’s	what	it’s	been	like	
here.		Food	just	keeps	appearing.”	

	 The	once‐modest	operation	grew	to	feature	an	array	of	food	not	normally	offered	
in	disaster	situations	and	a	distribution	area	around	the	state.	

	 The	genesis	was	the	April	27	tornado	that	roared	through	Tuscaloosa,	including	
the	hard‐hit	Alberta	City	neighborhood	up	the	hill	from	the	Moose	Lodge.	

	 The	day	after	the	storm,	Lodge	Governor	Jeff	Sullivan	called	and	said,	“What	
would	you	think	if	we	cook	a	few	hamburgers	and	hot	dogs	for	the	people	in	the	
neighborhood?”	Hunter	said.	

	 I	said,	“Well,	we	can’t	contact	all	of	the	board	officers.”		That’s	what	you’re	
supposed	to	do	before	you	spend	money.		And	I	said,	“Well,	it’s	easier	to	get	forgiveness	
than	it	is	permission.”	

	 So	it	was	off	to	a	store	to	pick	up	300	hot	dogs,	300	hamburger	patties	and	buns.	

	 “We	bought	that	food,	and	since	then,	we	haven’t	bought	a	lick,”	Hunter	said.		
“Everything	just	mushroomed.”	

	 Volunteers	from	beyond	the	Moose	Lodge	have	joined	the	efforts.		Patrick	Banks,	a	
Walker	County	native	who	now	lives	in	Fairhope,	rushed	to	Tuscaloosa,	where	he	lived	
for	15	years.	

	 Banks	knows	Hunter’s	son	and	tailgates	at	various	events	with	Moose	Lodge	
members.		Through	business	contacts,	Facebook	and	local	radio	stations,	the	traveling	
truck	salesman	has	spread	the	word	about	the	Lodge’s	efforts.	

	 “Hundreds,	maybe	thousands	of	people	have	come	through	here	and	dropped	
stuff	off,”	Banks	said.		“Everything	we	have	needed,	we	have	gotten.”	

	 On	May	3,	he	called	a	customer	in	Jackson,	Mississippi	about	a	refrigerator	truck.	

“He	called	back	in	45	minutes,	and	let’s	just	say	he	really	came	through,”	Banks	said.		“I	
had	a	truck	here	with	40,000	pounds	of	meat.		It	collapsed	our	parking	lot.”	
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	 The	truck	delivered	more	than	1,600	Boston	butts,	15,000	pounds	of	chicken,	30	
cases	of	heat‐and‐serve	sausage	biscuits,	150	pounds	of	1‐pound	sausage	rolls,	and	pre‐
made	sausage	patties.		“We	were	supplied	for	days,”	Banks	said.	

	 Some	of	the	frozen	meat	has	been	sent	to	shattered	communities	in	other	parts	of	
Alabama.	

	 Cole	Rosenbaum	was	visiting	her	parents	in	Charlotte,	N.C.,	when	she	heard	about	
the	devastation.		The	former	University	of	Alabama	student,	who	was	laid	off	in	January	
from	a	job	in	Birmingham,	has	helped	oversee	the	preparation	and	serving	of	meals	on	
Lodge	grounds	and	the	distribution	of	meals	into	the	community.	

	 “It’s	been	the	most	rewarding,	humbling	experience	that	I’ll	ever	go	through	in	my	
entire	life,”	she	said.		“I’m	21	years	old,	and	I’ve	never	seen	anything	like	this,	and	I	
probably	will	never	see	anything	like	this	again	in	my	life.”	

	 For	11	days,	while	power	was	out,	the	Lodge	cooked	and	served	food	in	the	
parking	lot.	

	 “It	looked	like	a	base	camp,”	Rosenbaum	said.	

	 On	May	7,	1,000	meals	featuring	chicken	quarters	were	served	under	tents,	and	
another	750	to‐go	plates	were	taken	into	the	neighborhood.	

	 The	next	day,	power	was	restored	and	the	cooking	moved	to	the	kitchen.		Menus	
were	planned,	and	the	entrees	started	going	far	beyond	hot	dogs	and	hamburgers.		The	
operation	was	scheduled	to	end	Sunday	with	remaining	uncooked	food	taken	to	a	local	
food	bank.	

	 “People	get	tired	of	corn	dogs,”	Banks	said.		“People	get	tired	of	hot	dogs.		People	
get	tired	of	a	cold	hamburger.		We’ve	had	lasagna.		We’ve	had	beef	stroganoff.		We’ve	
had	fried	chicken.		We’ve	had	fried	shrimp.		We’ve	had	fried	fish.		We’ve	had	tons	of	
barbeque.		I	think	we	had	some	ribs	one	day.”	

	 When	the	word	spread	in	Alberta	City	about	the	operation,	Hunter	said,	residents	
brought	food	from	their	freezers.		One	day	ground	venison	was	donated.	

	 “We	had	a	lady	donate	quail,”	Rosenbaum	said.		“I’ve	been	marinating	it	all	day	in	
buttermilk	and	all	sorts	of	good	stuff,	and	I’m	going	to	cook	it	for	dinner	tonight.”	

	 Was	the	effort	of	the	Lodge	appreciated?		Let	me	just	take	another	minute	to	read	
to	you	excerpts	from	thank	you	letters	received	by	the	Lodge.	

	 From	the	city	of	Tuscaloosa:	

	 “I	would	like	to	take	this	opportunity	to	personally	thank	the	membership	of	the	
Moose	Lodge	for	donating	supplies	and	food	items	to	my	officers	immediately	following	
the	tornado.		Your	concern	for	the	men	and	women	of	the	Tuscaloosa	Police	Department	
kept	them	sustained	and	hydrated	during	a	difficult	time,	which	allowed	them	to	handle	
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the	task	at	hand.		Your	generosity	and	community	commitment	did	not	go	unnoticed.”	–	
Respectfully,	Captain	Mike	Flowers,	Alberta	Precinct	Commander.	

	 From	the	United	States	Department	of	Homeland	Security	–	FEMA	:	

	 “We	would	like	to	express	our	sincere	appreciation	for	your	assistance	during	the	
trying	times	Tuscaloosa	has	undergone	since	the	deadly	tornados	on	April	27,	2011.		
Providing	food	and	drinks	for	our	staff	was	a	welcome	relief	and	great	food.		Our	staff	
cannot	express	adequately	our	gratitude	for	your	service.”		

	 From	a	Nancy	Callahan:	

“Dear	friends	at	the	Moose	Lodge,	

	 As	a	‘displaced’	person	in	the	aftermath	of	the	recent	tornado,	I	had	a	wonderful	
lunch	meal	at	your	Lodge	on	May	6th,	along	with	friends.	

	 It	was	a	delightful	experience:	delicious	food,	friendly	servers	and	a	great	out‐
door	atmosphere.	

	 Thank	you	so	much	for	your	warm	hospitality.		I	will	long	remember	what	a	nice	
time	I	had,	and	with	heartfelt	appreciation.		God	bless	you	all.	

	 From	a	couple	whose	home	was	damaged	and	had	to	stay	in	the	local	Comfort	
Suites	Hotel	–	which	happens	to	be	one	of	our	Member	Benefits	providers:	

	 “We	would	like	to	take	this	opportunity	to	say	a	great	big	‘thank	you’	for	all	the	
meals	you	brought	to	Comfort	Suites	here	in	Tuscaloosa.		You	don’t	know	how	much	
they	were	needed	and	appreciated.”	

	 The	Lodge	delivered	the	food	to	the	hotel.	

	 From	an	email	I	received	on	May	5:	

	 “I	just	wanted	to	let	you	all	know	what	a	wonderful	bunch	we	have	at	the	Moose	
Lodge	here	in	Tuscaloosa.		They	are	working	24/7	and	I	am	hoping	Moose	International	
can	do	something	to	help	them	out	or	at	the	very	least	give	them	the	recognition	they	so	
deserve!”	

	 Recognition	and	thanks;	takes	little	time,	no	effort	and	costs	nothing.		To	the	men	
and	women	in	Sedalia,	Missouri,	Lodi,	California	and	Tuscaloosa,	Alabama	this	
fraternity	leadership	expresses	an	awestruck	thank	you	for	your	outstanding	service	to	
humanity	and	for	a	job	well	done.		You	have	made	us	all	immensely	proud.	

	 Likewise,	recognition	and	thanks	goes	out	to	all	of	the	Lodges	and	Chapters	that	
have	participated	in	the	Tommy	Moose	Program	throughout	North	America.		We	have	
made	the	newspapers	and	television	across	the	continent	many	hundreds	of	times	over	
the	past	few	years	because	men	and	women	of	the	Moose	have	promoted	the	program	
first	–	through	the	Tommy	Moose	plush	animals,	then,	through	the	Tommy	Moose	
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bookmarks	and	lately	through	the	Tommy	Moose	color	along	books.		You	have	put	forth	
the	effort	and	you	have	brought	recognition	to	your	fraternal	unit	and	to	our	Order.		You	
are	to	be	commended.	

	 Lodges	who	are	truly	promoting	our	concept	of	bringing	communities	closer	
together	through	fundraisers,	through	Safe	Surfin’,	through	Special	Olympics,	through	
Youth	Awareness,	through	local	community	projects,	are	taking	the	first	steps	of	
becoming	the	heart	of	the	community.		These	are	the	Lodges	and	Moose	Homes	that	
truly	believe	that	they	are	there	to	serve	their	neighbors;	they	exist	to	support	
government	leaders	in	making	their	communities	better	places	in	which	to	live	and	
raise	families;	they	take	the	steps	necessary	to	make	their	Moose	Home	available	to	
local	service	organizations	such	as	Lions	International,	Kiwanis,	Sertoma,	Jr.	Chamber	of	
Commerce,	etc.		They	provide	a	place	for	these	organizations	to	meet	and	conduct	their	
business.	

	 In	many	cases,	we	have	constructed	beautiful	homes	in	which	we	can	meet	and	
socialize.		How	many	hours	a	day	are	these	homes	in	full	use?		During	times	when	we	
have	no	scheduled	activities	why	do	we	not	let	these	other	organizations	utilize	the	
space	not	being	used	to	conduct	their	meetings	–	perhaps	hold	their	lunches	or	dinners	
–	rent	free?		Why	not	build	a	positive	relationship	with	these	other	organizations	–	
letting	them	know	we	support	what	they	do	for	the	community?		At	the	same	time,	we	
help	them,	we	are	building	a	name	for	ourselves,	and	opening	the	door	for	inquiries	as	
to	what	it	means	to	be	a	Moose.	

What	was	it	that	I	learned	when	I	joined	the	Moose	Legion	back	in	1966?		That	which	we	
send	into	the	lives	of	others	comes	back	into	our	own,	full	measure;	pressed	down	and	
running	over.		No	wonder	another	100,000	men	said	yes	when	asked	to	join	the	Moose.	

You	will	have	the	opportunity	to	hear	the	report	of	the	Mooseheart	Board	of	Directors	
tomorrow	afternoon.		You	are	in	for	a	treat.		Read	my	lips.		Do	not	miss	this	session	for	
any	reason.		I	will	not	steal	any	of	the	board’s	thunder,	but	I	want	to	share	some	of	my	
enthusiasm	regarding	the	magic	of	Mooseheart.	

Amber	Chandler	graduated	from	Mooseheart	on	June	4,	but	prior	last	March	submitted	
an	essay,	as	part	of	a	class	assignment,	on	what	it	was	going	to	be	like	when	she	
returned	to	the	campus	for	her	25th	Class	Reunion.		Here	are	a	couple	of	excerpts	from	
this	essay:	

“Driving	around	campus	and	visiting	the	many	buildings	will	bring	back	a	flood	of	
memories	of	when	I	still	lived	on	campus.		Reminiscing	about	my	memories	will	remind	
me	of	how	proud	I	am	to	be	giving	back	as	a	Moose	member	so	that	other	children	can	
call	Mooseheart	their	home.		Seeing	Mooseheart	will	remind	me	that	no	matter	how	far	
a	persona	may	travel,	one	cannot	forget	his	or	her	home.”	

		Amber	talks	about	the	feelings	she	will	have	when	she	meets	her	classmates	and	how	
excited	she	will	be	to	fill	in	the	class	of	2011	on	how	her	life	has	turned	out.	
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“I	will	tell	them	how	nervous	I	was	after	graduation,	but	that	I	was	prepared	to	go	out	
and	take	my	place	in	the	world	because	I	knew	that	no	matter	what	obstacles	I	cam	
across,	the	many	people	making	up	Mooseheart	would	be	there	to	support	me	through	
those	struggles.		Then	I	will	tell	them	about	my	experiences	and	studies	at	Northern	
Illinois	University	and	how	I	persevered	thanks	to	Mooseheart	teaching	me	good	study	
habits	and	to	never	give	up.”	

“My	former	classmates	will	probably	laugh	at	the	way	I	describe	how	Mooseheart	has	
helped	me	to	grow	and	prosper,	but	I	will	stick	up	for	myself	and	continue	to	explain	
how	Mooseheart	helped	take	me	out	of	an	unhealthy	environment	and	helped	me	to	
learn	how	to	build	positive	relationships	so	that	when	I	got	older	I	could	have	a	happy	
marriage	and	two	beautiful	children,	as	well	as	a	successful	career.		As	I	continue	to	go	
on	I	will	eventually	get	my	point	across	and	finish	off	by	telling	them	that	Mooseheart	
was	the	best	thing	that	ever	happened	to	me,	and	I	will	be	forever	grateful	to	all	the	men	
and	women	who	made	it	possible	for	me	to	have	a	safe	place	to	sleep	at	night	and	three	
meals	a	day.		Without	them	I	can’t	even	imagine	how	I	would	have	turned	out.”	

Akeem	Edmonds	completed	the	same	assignment.		He	wrote	about	delivering	a	speech	
at	the	reunion,	“It’s	good	to	be	back	where	it	all	began	for	me…Things	have	definitely	
changed	in	the	last	25	years.		Mr.	Urwiler,	I	see	you’ve	found	your	hair.		I	was	worried.		
Bald	AND	short;	not	a	good	combination!		The	audience	laughed	as	many	looked	in	the	
direction	of	Mr.	Urwiler.		He	just	sat	back	and	laughed.		Even	in	old	age	the	man	still	had	
a	good	sense	of	humor.		I	hoped	he	still	had	one	when	he	chased	me	down	the	street	
with	that	cane.”	

“One	thing	I	can	say	about	Mooseheart	is	that	you’ll	never	find	people	who	will	believe	
in	you	more…How	could	someone	have	unconditional	love	for	people	they	didn’t	even	
know	that	well?		I	was	always	suspecting	things	to	end	like	they	were	too	good	to	be	
true.		Not	once	did	that	even	happen	though.		No	one	ever	deserted	me	in	my	times	of	
need…that	one	concept	of	unconditional	love	transformed	my	entire	life.		Thanks	to	
Mooseheart,	the	compassion	that	they	demonstrated	helped	me	to	actually	live	by	the	
motto	of	the	school:		Enter	to	Learn.		Leave	to	Serve.		I	feel	in	every	aspect	I	live	to	serve	
others	now.”	

“At	Mooseheart	I	got	the	confidence	to	believe	in	myself.		I	learned	that	at	the	end	of	the	
day	you	have	to	go	to	sleep	knowing	who	you	are,	and	no	matter	what	people	say	about	
you,	all	that	matters	is	what	you	honestly	say	about	yourself.”	

Tomorrow	you	will	have	the	privilege	of	hearing	from	the	Valedictorian	of	the	Class	of	
2011,	Aaron	Palmer.		We	are	so	proud	of	him!		I	have	not	seen	or	heard	the	comments	
he	will	share	with	you	tomorrow,	but	I	will	share	what	he	said	at	commencement.	

“We	have	a	spirit	of	determination	and	unbending	will	that	pushed	us	each	day	toward	
the	goal	of	graduation	and,	very	soon,	to	a	life	of	independence.		We	entered	to	learn	and	
leave	to	serve.		I	believe	we	have	the	potential	to	do	great	things	in	life.	
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Although	life’s	circumstances	prior	to	Mooseheart	were	anything	by	the	best	for	many	of	
us,	we	were	fortunate	enough	to	be	given	an	opportunity	to	come	here,	to	grow	here,	to	
thrive	here.		We	learned	the	skills	to	meet	any	challenge.		Skills	that	were	fine‐tuned	
during	family	meetings,	completing	enough	point	card	interactions	that	our	hands	
cramped,	working	through	more	sodas	than	we	care	to	count,	and	for	some	of	us,	going	
out	of	instructional	control…To	my	classmates,	I	say	the	following:		Use	your	talents	and	
your	strengths	to	your	advantage	and	for	the	good	of	others.		Today	is	just	the	beginning	
of	our	next	journey	in	life.		College,	work	and	military	service	lie	ahead	for	us.		Together	
we	have	made	Mooseheart	a	better	place	and	now	we	are	challenged	to	make	the	world	
a	better	place.”	

Last	night	you	heard	from	Darell	Hammond,	the	Valedictorian	and	President	of	the	Class	
of	1989.		Because	of	you,	and	he	gives	you	all	the	credit,	he	is	where	he	is	and	he	is	what	
he	is	today.		He	has	made	a	difference	in	the	lives	of	thousands	upon	thousands	of	
children	because	of	the	teaching	of	Mooseheart	–	made	possible	by	you,	and	hundreds	of	
thousands	of	men	like	you.		Take	a	moment	to	say	hello	to	him	in	the	display	area	of	this	
convention	today	or	tomorrow.		Remember,	you	are	one	of	his	dads.		Tell	him	how	
proud	you	are	of	him.	

The	magic	of	Mooseheart!		It	has	inspired	me	since	joining	the	Moose	47	years	ago.		It	
has	provided	me	the	energy	to	come	to	work	each	day,	no	matter	what	I	had	to	face	or	
deal	with	during	that	day.		It	has	given	me	a	love	for	this	fraternity	that	can	never	fade	
away	and	an	appreciation	for	my	Brothers	and	Co‐workers	that	will	last	throughout	my	
life.		Tell	me	its	success	stories	wouldn’t	create	some	interest	among	the	men	in	your	
community.		Share	them!	

What	have	I	shared	with	you	so	far?		Absorb	the	thought.		Look	what	we	have	done	for	
our	communities!		Look	for	we	have	done	for	kids	in	need!	

What	about	our	commitment	to	senior	members?		Once	again,	tomorrow	afternoon	you	
will	hear	the	report	of	the	Moosehaven	Board	of	Directors.		This	will	not	be	a	typical	
report,	as	there	has	been	significant	change	and	substantial	progress.		You	need	to	be	
present	to	hear	what	has	taken	place.	

I	do,	however,	want	to	share	my	personal	thoughts	with	you	regarding	Moosehaven.		
James	J.	Davis	delivered	an	oration	on	our	City	of	Contentment,	in	Philadelphia,	in	1927,	
during	the	39th	convention	of	the	Loyal	Order	of	Moose.		He	went	on	for	two	hours,	
when,	according	to	an	account	of	that	Convention	reported	in	that	week’s	edition	of	
Time	Magazine	that	week,	a	young	assistant	brought	him	a	note	from	his	wife	that	it	was	
“time	to	stop.”		I	will	try	to	be	briefer.		He	described	Moosehaven	as	a	place	“to	live,	
labor	and	love”	instead	of	“to	loaf,	linger,	and	die.”		Think	about	that	statement	‐	a	place	
to	live,	labor	and	love.		Wow!	

Requirements	for	admission	to	Moosehaven	have	changed.		The	new	Moosehaven	
Retirement	Plan	is	in	effect.		Check	with	John	Capes,	Sandra	Simmons	or	Past	Supreme	
Governor	Ross	Fleet	in	the	display	area.		You	now	have	options.		You	don’t	necessarily	
have	to	turn	over	all	income	and	assets.		The	choice	is	yours.		You	don’t	have	to	leave	
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your	car	at	home.		The	choice	is	yours.		I	caution	you	long‐time	members	in	this	room.		
Don’t	be	telling	someone	what	it	takes	to	become	a	resident	of	Moosehaven,	because	
you	no	longer	know.		Have	them	contact	the	Admissions	Department	and	find	out	the	
steps	they	must	take,	and	get	current	answers	to	their	questions.	

I	personally	find	Brandon	Place	an	exciting	addition	to	the	Moosehaven	campus.		
Obviously	other	members	do	also—as	the	units	are	beginning	to	sell	and	become	
occupied.		Additional	amenities	are	being	added.		Make	sure	you	take	a	look	at	the	
Moosehaven	booth	in	Hall	A.	

What	I	found	fulfilling	last	year	was	knowing	that	two	of	our	Past	Supreme	Governors	–	
former	Regional	Manager	Charlie	Brice,	and	former	Assistant	Director	General	Bob	
Elliott	were	residing	at	Moosehaven,	completing	a	long	life	of	service	to	the	fraternity	
and	now	taking	advantage	of	a	benefit	that	they	had	earned.		I	visited	Charlie	in	March	
and	he	told	me	that	he	could	not	find	the	proper	words	to	convey	to	me	how	happy	he	
was;	how	well	he	was	being	taking	care	of	and	how	good	he	felt	that	the	program	he	had	
promoted,	for	his	entire	adult	life,	was	even	better	than	he	ever	imagined.		Past	
Supreme	Governor	Bob	Elliott	will	be	able	to	share	his	thoughts	with	you	during	the	
Report	of	the	Moosehaven	Board	tomorrow.	

Take	a	look	at	the	number	of	Pilgrims	who	were	in	residence	at	Moosehaven	earlier	this	
year	–	more	than	a	dozen!		They	weren’t	there	because	they	had	no	place	else	to	go.		
They	chose	to	become	Moosehaven	residents	because	they	believed	in	our	program	and	
in	our	level	of	care	of	seniors	and	because	the	qualified	for	admission.		They	love	
Moosehaven!	

I	don’t	need	to	take	time	this	afternoon	to	tell	you	of	the	many	activities	that	take	place	
in	our	Lodges	throughout	North	America.		The	dances,	the	dinners,	the	shows;	the	
banquets,	the	sports	activities,	the	fun	nights;	the	birthday	parties,	the	anniversary	
celebrations,	the	wedding	receptions—and	the	list	goes	on,	and	on	and	on.	

Moose,	an	international	organization	of	men	and	women,	caring	for	kids	in	need	and	
senior	members,	bringing	communities	closer	together,	and	celebrating	life.		What	
more	could	anyone	ask	for?	

Let	me	take	a	break	for	just	a	moment.		

(Take	a	drink	of	water)	

I	am	so	tired	of,	as	I	am	sure	is	the	General	Governor,	the	Director	of	Lodge	Operations	
and	the	Director	of	Membership,	of	the	letters,	the	emails,	and	the	phone	calls	received	
from	members	saying	that	their	Lodge	can’t	afford	to	stay	open.		They	can’t	pay	bills.		
They	can’t	attract	members.		No	one	wants	to	be	officers	or	serve	on	committees.			

Let	me	give	you	my	answer	to	those	statements	now.		You	can’t	be	talking	about	a	Moose	
Lodge.		You’re	talking	about	a	bar	operation.		Past	Supreme	Governor	and	former	
Supreme	Secretary	Carl	Weis	told	me	in	the	1960s,	“No	one	wants	to	pay	dues	to	belong	
to	a	bar.”		They’re	free.	
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Nowhere	in	my	report	to	you	have	I	spoken	of	anything	remotely	connected	to	a	bar	
operation.		We	offer	a	Social	Quarters	operation	in	many	of	our	Lodges	that	is	available	
as	a	privilege	of	membership,	but	is	not	part	of	the	Lodge	operation.	

The	majority	of	the	complaints	we	receive	from	members	have	to	do	with	actions	taking	
place	in	the	Social	Quarters;	smoking,	unfriendly	employees,	and	poorly	maintained	
facilities.		In	addition	we	receive	complaints	regarding	a	lack	of	Lodge	operation;	no	
activities,	not	visiting	the	sick,	no	care	for	the	family	upon	the	death	of	a	member,	no	
communication	with	the	membership,	not	involved	with	the	community,	poor	customer	
service.	

I	am	further	concerned	with	those	Lodges	who	asked	to	be	excused	from	having	
attendees	at	this	meeting	of	the	Supreme	Lodge.		I	remind	you	that	the	General	Laws	
provide	no	excuse	for	not	being	in	attendance.		It	is	a	cost	of	doing	business.		No	one	
questioned	it	when	they	requested	a	Charter,	when	they	placed	the	name	Moose	on	the	
front	of	their	building.		The	General	Laws	require	every	Lodge	to	send	representation	to	
this	meeting.	

I	have	instructed	the	General	Governor	to	make	sure	that	the	General	Laws	are	enforced	
regarding	this	issue.		That	means	that	this	coming	year,	there	will	be	Governors	who	
will	not	make	their	Award	of	Excellence,	Lodges	that	will	not	receive	awards,	Lodges	
that	will	not	receive	applications	for	the	Fellowship	Degree	of	Honor,	Lodges	that	will	
not	have	certain	privileges	provided	within	their	Associations.		They	are	in	violation	of	
the	General	Laws,	and	this	is	not	acceptable.		You’re	present	at	this	meeting	
representing	your	Lodge—and	you	had	to	face	the	same	hardship,	as	did	they.	

The	General	Laws	provide	that	the	Governor	and	Administrator	are	the	delegates	to	this	
meeting,	but	that	alternates	may	be	elected	by	the	Lodge.		These	General	Laws	were	
approved	by	those	delegates	who	attended	the	session	that	adopted	them.		This	is	NOT	a	
subject	up	for	debate.		On	behalf	of	the	Supreme	Council	I	thank	you	for	your	
attendance.		Your	loyalty	and	dedication	to	our	cause	is	greatly	appreciated.	

Speaking	of	loyalty	I	give	those	loyal	to	our	program	full	credit	for	our	accomplishments	
this	past	year.		I	salute	the	Women	of	the	Moose	who	increased	their	active	membership	
by	5,790	Co‐Workers.		Outstanding!			

The	Loyal	Order	of	Moose	fell	short	of	their	goal	by	6,606,	which	means	our	total	active	
joint	membership	fell	by	812	members.		However,	last	year	we	lost	47,035	active	
members	in	the	Loyal	Order	of	Moose	and	this	year	–	only	6,606.		What	an	incredible	
accomplishment!		If	we	stay	on	this	pace	look	where	we	will	be	when	we	go	to	Tampa?		
You	have	every	reason	to	return	home	excited	about	our	accomplishment.	

I	extend	to	Director	of	Membership	Shawn	Baile	my	hearty	congratulations	on	the	
outstanding	promotions	he	introduced	to	the	fraternity	during	this	past	year.		Never	
Pay	Dues	Again;	Zero‐Dollar	Enrollment	Fee;	Free	Life	Membership.		We	found	the	‘on’	
switch	for	some	of	our	members.		Speaking	of	“Never	Pay	Dues	Again,”	I	am	happy	to	
report	that	500	members	of	the	Loyal	Order	of	Moose	qualified	for	free	dues	in	the	first	

Page 10 of 16 Downloaded from www.MooseIntl.org Posted on site:07/19/2011



 11

month	of	the	new	fiscal	year.		Is	this	“costing”	us?		Remember	that	in	order	for	us	to	pay	
dues	for	these	500	members	they	brought	us	dues	for	1,000	members,	and	if	our	
retention	efforts	are	at	the	level	they	should	be	in	the	coming	months,	we	could	
potentially	receive	dues	for	1,500	next	year	–	unless	these	men	qualify	for	free	dues	by	
sponsoring	two	more	members.	

I	thank	our	field	staff	for	the	outstanding	job	they	did	during	this	past	fiscal	year	
working	with	our	Lodges	and	our	Associations.		And,	while	our	Regional	Managers	
continue	to	provide	the	service	they	have	always	provided,	our	Operations	Analysts,	
under	the	direction	of	Darrell	O’Brien,	have	made	great	accomplishments	in	helping	
Lodges	improve	their	day	to	day	operations	–	including	their	fraternal	service	to	their	
members.	

I	particularly	want	to	thank	our	sponsors.		You	are	truly	dedicated	and	make	such	a	
difference	in	the	report	we	deliver	to	the	Convention	each	year.		You	are	truly	preferred	
members	in	your	Lodge,	in	your	Association	and	in	our	fraternity.		You	have	given	your	
all.	

I	have	to	share	one	story	with	you	‐	the	story	of	James	A.	Lippert,	of	Downers	Grove,	
Illinois	Lodge	1535.		Jim	turned	twenty‐one	years	old	on	July	9,	2010.		On	July	13	he	
joined	the	Moose,	sponsored	by	his	dad,	James	C.	Lippert.		My	guess	is	that	his	dad	paid	
his	fee	and	his	dues	as	a	birthday	gift.		I	would	have.		I	am	sure	most	of	you	would	have.		
In	any	case,	Jim	sponsored	his	first	member	on	March	11	of	this	year,	and	wouldn’t	you	
know	it—his	name	was	drawn	for	a	Life	Membership.		It	doesn’t	get	any	better	than	
that!	

Speaking	about	giving	your	all,	is	Ken	Bickel	in	the	room?		I’ll	bet	he	is.		Ken	is	the	first	
member	of	our	Order	to	become	an	International	Moose	Legion	President.		Prior	to	Ken,	
anyone	holding	the	top	office	in	the	Moose	Legion	had	the	title	of	Grand	North	Moose.		
Ken	is	also	the	President	of	Moose	Legion	95.		He	has	celebrated	his	87th	birthday	and	
this	past	April	attended	an	MLEC	so	that	he	could	qualify	to	be	President	of	his	Moose	
Legion.		The	last	time	he	held	that	position	in	his	Moose	Legion	was	in	1963	–	forty‐eight	
years	ago	when	the	office	bore	the	title	of	North	Moose.		Talk	about	stepping	up	when	
needed!		Thank	you	Ken.	

Let	me	quickly	ask	you	a	question.		Do	you	believe	there	is	a	need	for	our	fraternity	
today?		You	do.		So	do	I.	

During	our	1918	convention,	delegates	were	informed	that	Purity,	Aid	and	Progress	
symbolized	Character,	Unselfish	Service	and	Philanthropy.		Aren’t	those	virtues	
important	to	society	today?		You	bet	they	are!	

Is	that	what	we	are	promoting	in	our	communities?		Or	do	we	promote	membership	by	
what	takes	place	in	the	Social	Quarters?		Are	we	more	focused	on	asking	someone	to	
join	for	lower‐priced	drinks—or	for	what	they	can	do	for	the	community?		Does	the	
public	even	know	who	we	are	and	what	we	do?	
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Tuesday	afternoon,	Kurt	Wehrmeister	is	going	to	tell	you	about	a	major	pilot	program	
the	Supreme	Council	has	authorized.		The	pilot	will	take	place	in	Tampa,	Florida	in	the	
months	leading	up	to	the	2012	convention	and	will	involve	a	major	marketing	effort	to	
inform	members	and	non‐members	about	who	we	are	and	what	we	make	possible	for	
those	in	need.		It	will	involve	billboards,	radio,	newspapers,	Facebook	and	the	Internet,	
possibly	television,	a	massive	public	open	house	at	our	Tampa	convention,	and	much	
more.		Make	sure	you	are	here	for	Kurt’s	presentation	and	listen	or	look	for	the	key	
words,	‘Heard	of	Moose?’		We	have	every	intention	of	creating	some	interest	in	who	we	
are	and	what	we	do,	and	in	building	pride	among	those	who	currently	belong.		We	will	
make	it	easy	for	someone	to	find	out	how	to	become	a	member	and	to	join	either	a	local	
Lodge	or	if	one	is	not	available	Mooseheart	Lodge	or	General	Assembly.		There	is	no	
reason	why	someone	should	not	belong	to	the	Moose	solely	because	there	is	no	Lodge	in	
his	community.	

I	must	agree	with	members	who	say	our	problem	is	that	most	people	have	no	idea	what	
the	Moose	is	and	the	great	deal	of	good	we	do	for	the	community.		However,	our	bigger	
problem	is	that	we	have	Lodges	who	have	no	idea	who	we	are	and	what	we	do,	led	by	
officers	who	know	even	less.		All	because	they	have	not	been	trained.		It	isn’t	that	they	
don’t	want	to	do	good,	it’s	that	they	don’t	know	how	to	start!	

We	must	mandate	training,	and	so	we	will.		Beginning	next	calendar	year,	officers	will	
have	to	have	been	through	training	to	hold	an	elective	office	in	their	Lodge	–	no	
exceptions!		Administrators	will	have	to	have	received	proper	training	in	order	to	hold	
that	office	–	no	exceptions.		We	are	advising	our	volunteer	trainers	during	this	
convention	to	prepare	for	the	first	of	the	year.		Associations	will	be	scheduling	training	
for	Administrators	and	special	sessions	of	training	for	Lodge	officers.		We	will	put	
Moose	International	staff	on	the	road	next	spring,	as	we	did	years	ago,	to	assist	in	
conducting	the	Leadership	Training	Sessions.		Whether	it	be	the	Chief	Financial	Officer,	
the	Director	of	Membership,	the	Director	of	Lodge	Operations,	the	General	Governor	or	
the	Director	General,	look	for	us	to	be	out	in	the	field	next	year	conducting	training	
sessions	and	working	with	the	men	who	want	to	lead	their	Lodges	in	the	future.	

We	will	not	permit	Lodges	to	make	the	choice	not	to	follow	the	General	Laws	or	
Supreme	Lodge	policies.		They	agreed	to	follow	the	fraternal	laws	when	they	accepted	
the	charter.	

Lodges	who	choose	to	operate	bars	instead	of	fraternal	Lodges	will	jeopardize	their	
existence	in	the	future.		I	want	no	member	to	be	embarrassed	that	he	is	a	member	of	the	
Loyal	Order	of	Moose	because	his	Lodge	doesn’t	know	how	to	conduct	business.	

Let	me	read	an	excerpt	from	a	copy	of	a	letter	I	received	from	a	Pilgrim	less	than	two	
months	ago.		I	will	block	out	the	name	and	location	of	the	Lodge.		The	letter	was	written	
to	the	Board	of	Officers.	

“In	the	29	years	I	have	been	a	member	I	have	never	been	ashamed	to	say	I	belong	to	the	
Moose,	until	last	Saturday.		When	the	family	of	Fellow	John	Smith	asked	for	a	Moose	
Service	at	his	memorial,	not	one	officer	showed	up.		How	depressing	is	that	to	tell	the	
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family	there	would	be	no	service	or	even	a	Bible	presentation.		Is	this	what	our	
fraternity	is	about?		‐‐	Hi	to		you	when	you’re	here,	can’t	bid	you	good‐by	in	your	final	
service.	

I	have	never	written	a	letter	before	about	our	Lodge,	but	this	lack	of	fraternalism	to	a	
Fellow,	Past	Governor,	Past	North	Moose	and	Past	District	Vice‐President	shows	no	
respect	for	the	hard	work	a	deceased	Brother	has	done	for	this	fraternity	and	our	
Lodge.”	

Believe	me,	unfortunately	there	are	many	more	letters	in	my	office	similar	to	this.		It	is	
for	this	reason	that	Moose	International	began	sending	sympathy	cards	from	
headquarters	this	past	year.		We	now	send	them	to	all	Brothers	and	Co‐Workers	
families	upon	receiving	a	date	of	death.		We	now	get	thank	you	cards	from	families	
thanking	us	for	expressing	sympathy	and	sending	condolences	on	the	loss	of	their	loved	
one.		At	least	now,	if	a	Lodge	or	Chapter	fails	to	do	something,	the	fraternity	will	not.	

Besides	officers	not	being	trained	and	Lodges	not	running	fraternal	operations	we	are	
faced	with	the	massive	problem	of	retaining	Lodge	Administrators.		Those	serving	in	the	
most	important	office	of	Lodge	Administrator	simply	don’t	stay.		And	why	should	they?	
They	receive	no	benefits;	they	have	no	job	protection,	they	serve	in	a	thankless	position.		
The	Supreme	Council	recognizes	this	situation	and	is	studying	ways	to	correct	it.	

The	major	message	your	Director	General	sends	you	home	with	is	this	.	.	.	.	we	need	to	
introduce	change.		Change	in	the	way	we	do	business,	change	in	the	way	we	partner	with	
our	communities,	change	in	the	way	we	service	our	member,	change	in	the	way	we	
market,	promote,	and	spread	the	word	about	our	way	of	life.	

January	5	through	8	we	will	conduct	a	special	seminar	at	the	Golden	Nugget	in	Las	
Vegas,	just	prior	to	the	3rd	Annual	Texas	Hold	‘Em	Tournament,	entitled	Making	Change.		
This	seminar	will	be	open	to	all	Lodge	and	Association	Officers	and	all	Past	Governors	of	
the	Loyal	Order	of	Moose.		It	will	be	offered	at	the	low	cost	of	$250.00	per	attendee,	
unless	two	attendees	are	sharing	a	room—and	then	it	will	be	just	$175.00	apiece.		That	
registration	fee	will	cover	three	nights	lodging,	seminar	shirt,	slot	tournament	and	
seminar	supplies.		The	seminar	will	focus	on	changing	our	General	Laws	to	meet	the	
needs	of	the	Lodges	in	2012	and	beyond,	changing	our	efforts	in	membership	retention,	
changing	our	relationship	with	our	community,	and	changing	our	method	of	producing	
members.		And	here’s	another	change:	If	you	wish	to	attend	you	must	register	online.		
No	registration	will	be	accepted	through	the	mail.	

Speaking	of	change,	the	Supreme	Council	has	authorized	increasing	the	number	of	
issues	annually	of	Moose	Magazine	from	four	issues	to	six	issues	beginning	next	year.	
Kurt	Wehrmeister	will	have	more	to	say	on	this	topic	as	well	when	he	addresses	the	
Convention	on	Tuesday.	

And,	hold	on	to	your	seats.		The	Supreme	Council	has	instructed	your	Director	General	
to	look	into	the	possibility	of	changing	our	membership	structure.		Men	and	women	
would	all	become	members	of	the	Loyal	Order	of	Moose.		Women	would	have	the	
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opportunity	to	advance	in	our	Order	by	becoming	members	of	the	Women	of	the	Moose,	
while	men	could	advance	by	joining	the	Moose	Legion.		The	Degrees	of	the	Loyal	Order	
of	Moose	and	Women	of	the	Moose	would	not	change.		However,	Associations	would	be	
comprised	of	both	men	and	women.		This	will	not	happen	overnight,	but	will	take	place	
step	by	step	with	much	thought	being	given	to	protecting	the	future	of	both	the	Women	
of	the	Moose	and	the	Moose	Legion.	

In	conclusion	I	want	to	say	that	I	am	excited	about	our	future.		Our	success	story	these	
last	couple	of	years	has	been	phenomenal.		This	year	we	had	our	finest	membership	
effort	in	years.		The	women	had	their	greatest	year	in	membership	production	EVER!		
We	came	within	about	two	days	of	effort	of	achieving	ours	in	the	Loyal	Order	of	Moose,	
and	dropped	the	ball	at	the	last	minute,	but	still	were	able	to	pull	the	plug	on	
membership	drops.		And,	as	Joe	Mech	told	you	last	night,	we	have	had	a	tremendous	
year	in	financial	growth;	thanks	to	the	prudent	and	responsible	leadership	of	Scott	Hart	
at	Mooseheart,	John	Capes	at	Moosehaven,	your	staff	at	Moose	International	and	you	–	
your	tremendous	support	of	Jan	Fregulia	and	the	efforts	of	Moose	Charities.		It	is	
amazing	what	we	have	done!	

However,	we	have	so	much	more	to	do.		My	Robert	Schuller	quote	this	year	is	–	“If	you	
don’t	do	it	.	.	.	.	who	will?	

Don’t	worry	that	something	is	too	big	for	you	to	handle.		God	takes	care	of	the	big	things.		
Consider	the	Heavens!		There	are	hundreds	of	billions	of	galaxies	in	the	universe!		That	
thought	alone	blows	my	mind.		There	are	three	hundred	sextillion	–	or	three	trillion	
times	100	billion	–	stars.		And	new	stars	and	new	galaxies	are	being	born	every	day!		
Wow!	

Here’s	another	thought.		Did	you	know	that	there	are	approximately	100	trillion	cells	in	
your	body?		With	few	exceptions,	most	of	these	cells	perform	millions	of	chemical	
reactions.		It	is	conservatively	estimated	that	the	human	body	undergoes	about	400	
billion	chemical	reactions	per	second	every	second	of	your	life.		Each	chemical	reaction	
involves	multiple	protons,	electrons	and	neutrons.	

So	let’s	let	God	handle	those	things	that	we	can’t	even	comprehend—and	we’ll	take	care	
of	that	which	we	have	the	ability	to	accomplish.	

I	share	with	you	this	writing	entitled	God’s	Dream	is	Yours:	

What’s	the	purpose	of	life	anyway?	

Only	to	eat,	drink,	work	and	play?	

Or	do	you	have	a	brain	designed	to	dream	dreams?			

Is	your	mind	created	to	be	an	architect,	drawing	plans?	

Can	you	imagine	beautiful	accomplishments?	
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Think	of	this:	

The	human	being	

Is	the	only	creature	in	the	universe	

That	has	the	capacity	for	exercising	creative	imagination!	

This	divine	quality	of	dreaming	

What	you	want	to	be,	

Where	you	want	to	go,	

What	you’d	love	to	do,	

Projects	you	hope	to	achieve,	

goals	you’d	like	to	reach	–	

all	of	this	makes	you	human	

and	the	most	unique	creature	in	all	of	creation!	

You	really	are	made	in	the	image	of	the	Creator	–	God!	

So	you	are	fulfilling	your	destiny	

As	a	child	of	God	in	human	flesh	

When	you	start	dreaming	the	beautiful		

Dreams	God	Himself	is	inspiring	in	your	mind!	

A	radio	is	designed	to	pick	up	the	sounds	that	are	here	in	this	room	now.	

A	television	is	engineered	to	pick	up	the	moving	pictures	that	are	in	the	airway	around	
you	now.	

Your	mind	was	invented	and	created	by	God	to	pick	up	the	messages	and	mental	pictures	

He	is	sending	your	way.	

That’s	exciting!	

Faith	is	reaming	God’s	dreams!	

(Kurt	Wehrmeister	hands	Don	Airey	a	folded	piece	of	paper.		Don	gets	up	from	his	seat	
and	goes	to	the	podium	and	hands	me	the	note.		I	open	it	and	read	–)	

It’s	from	Jean.		She	says	“It’s	time	to	stop.”)	

Page 15 of 16 Downloaded from www.MooseIntl.org Posted on site:07/19/2011



 16

	 Enjoy	the	opportunity	to	excel	now!		Yesterday	has	past.		Tomorrow	may	never	
come.		Today	is	ready	and	waiting	for	you.		Go	forth	and	create	some	interest!	
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