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SUPREME LODGE JOINT SESSION 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON, July 3, 2011 

SUPREME GOVERNOR MCCULLOUGH:  This joint session will be called to 

order at two o’clock.  However, before the gavel falls, would you please join me in 

welcoming into this Convention hall, members of the 2011 League of Guardians?  These 

are the men and women who, during the past fiscal year, donated a minimum of $1,000.00 

to Moose Charities.  Let’s show them how much they are appreciated. 

(Entrance of the League of Guardians – PPT & Audio) 

SUPREME GOVENOR MCCULLOUGH:  (One rap) This meeting will come to order.  I 

now call upon the Chairman of the Mooseheart Board of Directors, Past Supreme 

Governor Tom Hatcher. 

 

MOOSEHEART BOARD OF DIRECTORS CHAIRMAN THOMAS C. HATCHER PSG 

(East Hartford, Connecticut Lodge 1477):  This is the time set aside in the proceedings of 

this Convention to present to you a report on our Child City and School.  However, before 

we proceed with the report, I will introduce the dedicated fraternalists who are responsible 

for over-seeing the operation of one of our most prized possessions - Mooseheart.  Please 

hold your applause until I have completed the introductions: 

Director General William B. Airey, Whitehall, Ohio Lodge 1245; Supreme Governor 

George W. McCullough III, Charlotte, North Carolina Lodge 1113; Bruce T. Masopust, 

Lodi, New Jersey Lodge 1971; Mark J. Penzkover, Muskego, Wisconsin Lodge 1057; 

Sandra E. Richards, Meridian, Mississippi Chapter 1441; Verna M. Miller, Lake Havasu 

City, Arizona Chapter 1608; James W. Pizarek, Michigan City, Indiana Lodge 980, and 

our newest member of the board - Elliott B. Chaffee, Hornell, New York Lodge 210. 

Now you may applaud this dedicated board. 

Our fraternity has experienced a great year, and Mooseheart is no exception.  We 

have reduced our operating expense in the area of two million dollars, without eliminating 

any of the quality services that is so well defined and admired by our piers.   
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This achievement would not have been possible, without the commitment and 

dedication of our skilled staff.  While you have received a printed report from the 

Mooseheart Board of Directors, there is much more to tell. 

Please welcome to this podium, the man responsible for the leadership that is so necessary 

in attaining these achievements, the Executive Director of Mooseheart, Scott Hart. 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF MOOSEHEART SCOTT D. HART (Mooseheart, Illinois 

Lodge 2655):  We live in a world of instant communication, instant gratification and 

instant change.  What was today’s big news is now tomorrow’s forgotten headlines.  What 

does it take to create and holds someone’s interest in the troubled child of today?  What 

perfectly crafted caption would you need to generate attention for a program that quietly 

goes about bringing hope into a world of hopelessness, to a program that strikes a spark of 

light in the world of a child that seems so dark.  What action photo would you need to see 

to know that what you as members provide to children in need is something amazing and 

spectacular.  This past year, through your generous support, Mooseheart Child City and 

School continued to be front-page news.  Let’s take a look at the year in review and as Paul 

Harvey would say, “and now the rest of the story.”    

The most important news coming out of the Child City is the children themselves.  

Their inspirational life stories breath fresh ink onto the pages of our newspaper.  Let me 

share one with you.  Over the past few years, James had become an angry, defiant teen, 

who made a series of poor choices and gave little to no effort in school.  His father, a 

member of the Moose for more than 25 years, died from complications due to an industrial 

fire when James was eleven years old.  His father joined the Moose because of the 

dangerous profession he was involved with and wanted his family to have security in 

knowing that his children would be taken care of if anything happened to him.  The family 

even visited Mooseheart together prior to his death.  His mother, attempting to hold the 

family together, struggled in dealing with her grief and in her words; “I kind of checked 

out after my husbands death.” His mother wrote to Mooseheart, “ Our whole family has 

always supported and tried to help out Mooseheart and Moosehaven for the last 50 years.  

We really need your help to raise our son James, so he can become a bright, shining star 
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who reaches his full potential and can make all his dreams come true!”  Here is James’ 

letter to the Mooseheart Admissions Committee:  

“What I would like you to know about me is many different things.  I have a twin 

brother Michael and we are very close – although we fight a lot about silly stuff. 

I am nice, funny and kind.  I don’t bully other kids and I try to be honest and do 

good for others.  I think I am fun to be with and will try new things.  I would help anyone 

in trouble and I love my family and friends.  I like to play sports and hanging out at the 

mall and at the park.  I love to swim, fish, ride my bike and the usual junk food items.  I 

have assigned chores around the house, but sometimes don’t like doing them.  My mother 

always tells me to do my homework and I tell her that I am, but don’t do it.  We have many 

arguments about it.  I need more of a structured, disciplined schedule.  I need a male role 

model in my life. 

I am excited about the possibility of coming to live at Mooseheart.  I have heard a lot 

of great things about it.  I am looking forward to joining NJROTC, 4-H and the sports 

teams.  I am also looking forward to getting a second chance in school.  I want to get good 

grades and study, but need help.  I think it is also very cool to be able to learn a vocation in 

high school. 

I am sad about leaving my family and friends and am nervous because I really want 

to do well and fit in.  I want to change my life around.  I know I can do better.  I promise I 

will do my best, study hard and pray well.  I will be the motto – Enter to Learn, Leave to 

Serve.  Please give me a chance to turn my life around.  I want to be somebody my family 

and peers would want as their role model.  Thank you very much for considering me for 

admission into Mooseheart.” 

What James did not tell us in his letter, but that the social history investigation that 

Kyle Rife, Director of Admissions, pulls together, was that he was under constant attack 

from bullies.  On his first day of high school, riding his new bike that his mother bought 

him as a fresh start to the school year, James was assaulted by a group of boys, who stole 

his bike and threw his notebooks, binders and back pack across the park.  James didn’t 

write that every school day was filled with fear to even go to the bathroom due to threats by 

bullies.  Today James is a healthy, happy teenager at Mooseheart.  He enjoys living in a 

home with nine other boys his age that have become like brothers to him.  With the daily 
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school note that he must bring home at the end of each day, and the constant 

communication between Family Teachers in the home, and Teachers in the school, James is 

completing his homework, learning in the classroom and back to getting good grades.  He is 

ready to play football for the Red Ramblers this coming fall and is surrounded by positive 

male role models to help him become the man his father would have trained him up to be – 

all because of you.   

Big news at Mooseheart this past year was created by donors who quietly worked 

hard to meet their project obligation.  Although the physical location of Mooseheart is 

nearing 100 years old, the buildings and grounds look as amazing as ever.  The 

overwhelming generosity of each association in providing for a portion of the maintenance 

and upkeep of the Child City is nothing short of incredible.  During this past year we were 

able to witness the rebirth of the Mooseheart Fieldhouse, Stadium and Field thanks to the 

generosity of the Ohio State Moose Association.  The Stadium was erected in 1940, with 

cosmetic repairs being completed throughout the years.  Deterioration in the concrete 

structure had reached the point of a decision being made to act now and save the stadium 

or begin demolition.  The Fieldhouse roof, locker rooms, gymnasium floor, electrical 

distribution and plumbing all needed significant attention.  The artificial track surface and 

the football field having been worn by years of use were ready for an extreme makeover as 

well.  The Ohio State Moose Association committed $3,000,000 and grabbed front-page 

placement across the valley.  Unfortunately, funding for the field fell slightly short of the 

goal and so with the help of the Michigan Moose Association we were able to finalize the 

field colors.  This is a field that Buckeye fans can be proud of…..I think!   

The importance of athletic participation in the lives of our teenagers can never be 

overstated.  For our children to begin to understand that life is a team sport, it happens on 

the football field.  To begin to feel as if for the first time a youngster feels like they belong 

and that their contributions matter, it happens on the volleyball court.  To begin to see that 

each person is gifted uniquely and that we must play our role and our role alone, that 

happens on the basketball court.  To realize that in life when you have pushed yourself as 

hard as you can and you need to hand the baton off so that what you started can be 

finished, that happens on the track.  On behalf of all the athletes and Red Rambler fans, we 

send out our sincere appreciation to the Ohio State Moose Association. 

Page 4 of 26 Downloaded from www.MooseIntl.org Posted on site:07/19/2011



5 

Traveling to and from athletic, band, choir or school fieldtrips is made easier with 

the purchase of a new Multifunctional School Activity Bus through the generous support of 

the Arizona/New Mexico Moose Association.  With full funding from the Moose Legion, 

light poles that have stood the test of time and then some can be replaced.  These 50 plus 

poles that need renewal help illuminate the darkness on campus and keep our children on 

the right path.  The Women of the Moose continue to shower blessings on our children with 

financial support of their recreational activities, Christmas and Easter photos, physical and 

occupational therapy, music program and more.  Wherever there is a need at Mooseheart, 

the children can count on every dedicated fraternal unit to pledge to fill it.  You have 

earned your spot on the front cover!   

Creating family oriented special events on the Mooseheart campus got off to faster 

start than a performer being shot out of a cannon when the Carson & Barnes Circus came 

to town in mid-August.  We realize that when we talked last year about bringing the circus 

to Mooseheart that it caused some confusion as you were already thinking that there were 

enough clowns running Mooseheart!  This was the real deal though and one that started a 

string of family-centered activities that the general public could enjoy on our beautiful 

campus and one that put Mooseheart’s name in the media ring again.  Madison Janda 

asked me while she was going into the tent, Mr. Hart, why don’t circus lions eat clowns?  

Because they taste funny.  (I told her you wouldn’t find that very funny, but she insisted I 

tell you).  We had many Associations, Lodges, Chapters, Moose Legions and personal 

donors send in funds to purchase a circus ticket for the Mooseheart children to attend.  

There was such a generous spirit that we had tickets to pass along to a few worthy charities 

that serve children within their organizations including the Fox Valley Special Recreation 

group, Hesed House Homeless Shelter, Lazarus House Homeless Shelter, Salvation Army 

and Wayside Cross Ministries.  Despite the wild weather – severe thunderstorms and 

baking heat (which reminds me, what did one clown say to the other clown when a small 

fire broke out under the big top?  The heat is in tents!)  (Okay, I can take a hint – moving 

on) thousands of guests showed up to enjoy the big top entertainment.  It definitely created 

the excitement we were looking for and we know 2011 will be even better.  

It is nice to have Mooseheart in lights, but this past Christmas it was even better to 

have lights in Mooseheart – holiday lights that is.  With the natural winter beauty of our 
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campus and streets laid out perfectly for a drive thru light show, we sought donor support 

from Associations for at least one of over eighty displays that were weaved throughout the 

campus.  For thirty-seven nights beginning on Black Friday and running through New 

Year’s Day, families were able to start a new Christmas tradition by visiting Mooseheart.  

In addition to a mile and half spectacular route, families were invited to our newly 

renovated Fieldhouse for a visit with Santa Claus, freshly baked cookies, and hot chocolate 

and endless holiday jumping in the bounce house.  Many associations helped to make the 

first year possible, including these three major donors, who made multiple displays 

possible - Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Arizona New Mexico Moose Associations.  As 

we prepare for the 2nd Annual Holiday Light Show we will continue to need the support of 

every association and this year we are expanding out to corporate sponsorship, as well.  

For the first time in its 98 year history, Mooseheart spread out 7,000 plus plastic 

eggs on the football field and invited children from our local community to not just hunt 

eggs, but enjoy lunch, pictures with the Easter Bunny, face painting, arts and crafts and 

bounce house fun.  Mooseheart children joined in and although weather was 

uncooperative, it actually snowed later that same day. Everyone had a great time. 

Just as we thought the support was not going to be there for the potential maternity 

home concept at Mooseheart, donors in the local community stepped up and met the 

$100,000 annual obligation in late April.  We have set a date of August 8th as the open date, 

with the ability to care for 5 teenagers at a time.  These unwed teen mothers, who would 

other than their pregnancy, already meet the admission guidelines of our program will be 

referred from private sources similar to our traditional Mooseheart children.  This short-

term placement option for unwed teen mothers includes partnerships with local hospitals, 

doctors, adoption agencies and other social service organizations to provide for the 

medical, emotional and long-term planning needs of these young ladies.  A community-

wide ribbon cutting and dedication of the home will occur on September 18th following 

Mooseheart’s first community open house in more than a decade. 

During early January, Gary Urwiler received a telephone call notifying us that one 

of Mooseheart’s teachers was going to be receiving a national award in New York City in 

March.  The secret about the honor was held until announced at a community band 
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concert called on short notice to “celebrate” the start of the 2nd semester of classes.  Take a 

look at the video to see what happened next. 

This award is an honor for the entire Mooseheart Community and we are proud to 

call Steve Schmidt a hometown hero.  His dedication to the growth and education of our 

students is endless.  He teaches with a passion unmatched by any other and was proud to 

represent Mooseheart in New York.  Although he would much prefer that the spotlight fall 

on his students, this was one time that he could not avoid being the lead story. 

If you are like me, the highest your feet get in a typical day is about 2 ½ feet in the air as 

you swing them into bed at night.  One of the elite athletes at Mooseheart takes getting his 

feet off the ground to a whole new level.  Oumaru Abdulahi, who has called Mooseheart 

home since 2002, stands tall at 5’7”, that is first thing in the morning with his spine 

stretched from a full nights sleep and his bunny slippers on.  Last year as a freshman 

Oumaru came home from the state track and field meet with a bronze medal.  This year, 

pushing his jumps to new heights, Oumaru cleared 6”8” and won the gold medal in the 

IHSA Class 1A high jump.  His jump was the second best out of all three levels of 

competition – let’s take a quick look at why there is a difference between you and I 

stepping outside to get some air and Oumaru stepping on the track and getting some air.  

As you would expect, his peers voted Oumaru as the Mooseheart male athlete of the year at 

the honors and awards ceremony in May. 

Later this month, Mooseheart will celebrate its 98th birthday.  The anticipation is 

building toward the Centennial Anniversary.  It will be a year full of activities, 

celebrations, dedications and remembrance.  At the Tampa Convention copies of the 

Mooseheart Centennial book will be available for purchase as well as other Centennial 

related merchandise.  We are finalizing a list of potential projects that Associations can 

fund as a gift to Mooseheart on the Centennial.  It will certainly be a full year of headline 

grabbing action. 

Under the direction of Warrant Officer Smith and Gunnery Sergeant Hinton 

Mooseheart’s NJROTC unit takes the honoring of our veterans and current military 

service men and women very serious.  The Mooseheart NJROTC Color Guard presents the 

colors at many local functions, marches in parades throughout the state and each year 

cadets organize and carryout a Memorial Day and Veterans Day program at the House of 
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God that would make any serviceman or woman proud.  They are solemn ceremonies with 

the only goal to honor and pay tribute to those who have in the past and who do today, put 

their lives at risk to protect our freedom, both at home and abroad.  We would like to make 

a further effort to honor our veterans through the creation of a Veterans’ Walk on the 

Mooseheart Campus.  American flags with name plates of the serviceman or woman, 

identifying the branch of military and war or conflict that they served in will be posted 

along the walk.  When complete it will loop through campus from the Centennial Plaza to 

the House of God.  Members will be able to honor a loved one, friend or fellow member or 

co-worker with the gift of a flag flying in their name.  The Mooseheart NJROTC unit will 

manage the program and display the flags over both Memorial Day weekend and Veterans 

Day.  The flags will always be displayed during Commencement/Pilgrim Conferral 

weekend at Mooseheart as well.  More information on this new program will be available in 

August. 

Finally, as members and family filed into the Fieldhouse on Saturday, June 4th and 

the programs were distributed and cameras flashed, our senior class took center stage one 

final time.  As a final reach for the spotlight and to take the lead story at Mooseheart, our 

seniors left us with their thoughts on preparing to leave Mooseheart. 

Amber Chandler wrote,” As I prepare to leave Mooseheart and move on to the next 

phase in my life, I have been thinking of how much I am going to miss Mooseheart.  I 

arrived at Mooseheart on Wednesday, January 9, 2002.  Before that I had a dysfunctional 

life style and unstable home.  When I said that Mooseheart was the best thing that ever 

happened to me, I was not lying.  Mooseheart has become my home and I would not trade 

it for the world.  I will always remember this place and how I will always be a Lady 

Rambler.  Some of the best relationships and friendships I have with people have been built 

while I have had the privilege to live at Mooseheart.  I have had opportunities to do things 

that I never would have had otherwise.  I am truly grateful for everything that has been 

done to allow me to live here and call it my home.  Words cannot describe how truly 

grateful I am.  You have touched my heart and changed my life forever.  Thank you so 

much for everything.”  Amber will be attending Northern Illinois University this fall on a 

Massachusetts/Rhode Island Scholarship, majoring in Accounting.  
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Akeem Edmonds writes, “Thanks to Mooseheart, the compassion that you 

demonstrated helped me to actually live by the motto of the school, “Enter to Learn, Leave 

to Serve.”  I feel in every aspect I live to serve others now.   Mooseheart gave us tools that 

made each one of us into the people we are today.  For me, Mooseheart gave me a 

microphone.  At first I wasn’t sure what to do with it.  I put it down, but with 

encouragement I learned all I had to do was speak and my voice would be heard.  It’s a 

voice that became strong with confidence, experience, love and encouragement and the root 

of it was and still is Mooseheart. No matter how long or how often it takes for me to come 

back, it is always good to know that I will find my way back home.  Home is truly where 

the heart is and Mooseheart won that the minute I stepped on campus.  I guess there really 

is no place like home.”  Akeem will be attending St. Norbert College on a WOTM 

Scholarship and is undecided on his major of study. 

This past year was truly a year of headliners at Mooseheart.  You should take pride 

in knowing that each section was outlined by your generosity.  Every page was written with 

your encouragement.  Each sentence punctuated by your kindness and every word spelled 

out with your love.  The lives of our children are bound in a publication called Moose.  It is 

a publication that is as priceless as kingdoms of fine gold and jewels.  It is a publication 

that springs forth with goodness and life.  New text is added daily, the interest level is high 

and readership is growing every day.   At Mooseheart, we are Creating Some Interest one 

program at a time, one activity at a time and one child at a time. 

God Bless Mooseheart! 

[Scott will introduce two Mooseheart graduates who will both deliver remarks not using 

the teleprompter.] 

  

SUPREME GOVENOR MCCULLOUGH:  Thank you Scott for that most 

inspirational report.  You have heard the report of the Mooseheart Board of 

Directors.  Do I hear a motion to accept?  Can I have a second please?  Voting 

members only please – all in favor?  Opposed?  So carried. 

 I now call to the podium the Chairman of the Moosehaven Board of 

Directors, Past Supreme Governor Ron Sweetman. 
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MOOSEHAVEN BOARD CHAIRMAN RONALD L. SWEETMAN PSG (New Castle, 

Delaware Lodge 1578):  I am pleased to serve this fraternity as Chairman of the 

Moosehaven Board of Directors.  Also serving as a member of the Board of 

Directors are Director General William B. Airey, Whitehall, Ohio Lodge 1245; G. W. 

McCullough III, Charlotte, North Carolina Lodge 1113; Robert Sypnieski, Auburn, 

California Lodge 2264; Robert Spingler, West Nashville, Tennessee Lodge 2221; 

Jeanenne Lautzenheiser, Van Wert, Ohio Chapter 6; Patricia Mancuso, Atlantic 

City, New Jersey Chapter 340, William Pierson, Topeka, Kansas Lodge 555, and 

our new member of the Board, John Sipes, Galion, Ohio Lodge 303.   

 We want to thank Rodney Hammond, Kissimmee, Florida Lodge 2056 for 

his service to the Board this past year, and wish him well in his new position on 

the Supreme Council. 

 Under the leadership and direction of the Executive Director of 

Moosehaven a multitude of changes have taken place over the past few years, 

which has indeed created some interest.  With the planning, renovations and new 

construction our ‘City of Contentment’ has taken on a new look, and a new 

outlook for the future.  The addition of Brandon Place to our campus has sparked 

the interest of many outside the fraternity, as well as a number of our members.  

Add to that the increase in the variety of campus activities, for both the residents 

at Moosehaven and the City of Orange Park.  The support and participation for 

these activities have continually grown due to the interest that has been created.  

Because of a very capable and caring staff, and the commitment of the 

Moosehaven Board of Directors, the future of our seniors is not only exciting, but 

also secure.   

 This afternoon each of you received a copy of the Moosehaven Board of 

Director’s Report.  However, as you can imagine, there are other specifics not 

covered within the report in which I believe you would find interest.  With that 

said, I am not only excited, but anxious to hear from our Executive Director.  

Won't you join with me in welcoming the Executive Director of Moosehaven 

Operations, John Capes?  Moosehaven Executive Director John Capes. 
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 Brothers and Co-workers, our Executive Director is missing.  Foul play is a 

possibility.  However, the show must go on so to begin, I’d like to introduce Past 

Supreme Governor Bob Elliot. 

ROBERT ELLIOTT PSG(St. Charles, Illinois Lodge 1368): 

Good afternoon brothers and Co-Workers.  Well, this is  

sort of unexpected because John is always where he’s  

supposed to be when he’s supposed to be there.  He’s a  

MARINE and you know how that saying goes.  “Once a  

Marine ALWAYS A MARINE!”  In fact, his Administrative  

Assistant is Marin(e)a Mathews.  By the way, he can still  

give a textbook salute.  But, let’s get this started. 

 They say.  “What goes around comes around!”  In 1992, then Director 

General Paul J. O’Holloran asked Supreme Governor Gene Smith for an 

opportunity to make a motion – when this happened, I said to the guy sitting next 

to me, “This is going to be a bunch of bull.”  Well the motion was to make me a 

Past Supreme Governor and the guy sitting next to me was Ross Fleet.   

 Now, let’s fast forward to a couple of years ago when the same thing 

happened to Fran and I that happened to some of you.  The value of our 

investments declined significantly during the recent recession…a loss of almost 

40% in one year.  Our son, a retired Army Colonel, asked what we would do if it 

never comes back up.   

 I jokingly answered, “Go to Moosehaven.”  

 Well, I’ve only known John a few years, but I’ve known Ross Fleet for 

many.  So, when Fran and I really began to consider going to Moosehaven, I 

asked our son to contact Ross.  Although he is a Life Member, our son was 

unaware of all that Moosehaven has to offer. He called Ross and learned about 

the new program where Moosehaven uses the funds you deposit in your 

Moosehaven Retirement Account to provide for your care.   

We found this to be a perfect solution.  So we started the application process. 

 Yes, “what goes around comes around!”  After 16 – 18 visits to 

Moosehaven, most of them hosted by Ross Fleet, here I was applying to him for 
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admittance.  We arrived at our new home on October 5, 2010, and I am very 

pleased to be here to represent the residents of Moosehaven.  You can now have 

Moosehaven manage your funds, and even bring your car with you. 

 Moosehaven is not a poor farm.  It is a warm, clean place for seniors.  It 

smells good, the food is good, and we are proud to call it home.  It has 24-hour, 7-

day-a-week care for the men and women who suffer from Dementia and other 

memory problems.   

 A new facility, the Katherine Smith Special Needs Hall will shortly begin 

construction.  Financed by the Women of the Moose, it will serve men and women 

suffering from Alzheimer’s disease, with the finest of professional care, in a 

building specially designed to meet their needs.  My wife Fran is being treated at 

the present.   

 Moosehaven is a great place - a grand place - and Ross Fleet, along with 

John Capes has taken care of our every need.  Yes, we are very happy we made 

the decision to move to Moosehaven.  “What Goes Around Comes Around". 

RON SWEETMAN: Well, John still has not been located and 

our concerns continue to grow.  However, I’m sure he  

would want us to move along as the search continues. 

Now, let me introduce Moosehaven resident Ruth Wingard. 

MOOSEHAVEN RESIDENT RUTH WINGARD:  Good  

afternoon.  I am so excited to be here.  When John asked  

me if I would like to tell you about Moosehaven, I said,  “I  

would love to.  I could talk about Moosehaven all day.”   

He said, “Well, you have five minutes.”  So, I better get started. 

 My husband and I became residents on February 2, 2004 - he was 68 and I 

was 65.  He had some artery problems a few years earlier.  So, we thought it was 

a good time to make the move. He has always enjoyed working with wood so he 

spends most of his day at the wood shop with several other guys. 

 We had lived here for about four years when he had trouble breathing.  So, 

we pulled the cord in our room and the nurse and security were here in minutes.  

They called 911 and sent him to the hospital.  He had some surgery.  They also 
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said he had a stroke.  He was only in the hospital a few days.  Then, they brought 

him back to Moosehaven where he stayed in the LifeCare Center for about six 

weeks.  I could just walk over and see him anytime.  We have a wonderful therapy 

department and they worked with him until he was back to our room and back to 

the wood shop.   

 There is a doctor here every day, Monday through Friday.  We have our 

own pharmacy - just take in your empty bottle and pick up the filled one the next 

day. 

 I drive a bus along with two other girls.  We have a very busy activities 

calendar.  We go to the shopping center and malls.  We also go to Walmart (that 

takes two full buses).  We go to local Moose Lodges for dinner dances, Karaoke 

and breakfasts.  We attend District meetings every month and Moose Legion 

meetings and Higher Degree meetings quarterly.   

Everyone enjoys going out to eat occasionally.  So, we visit a variety of 

restaurants.  However, the food at Moosehaven is very good.  We have an entrée, 

potato, rice or pasta, vegetable, dinner roll and dessert.  We have a huge fresh 

salad bar at lunch and supper, along with a different soup.  And the best part is 

we don’t cook or do dishes. 

 When I am not driving I enjoy going to the pool.  We have fitness 

equipment, pool tables and a shuffleboard table.  We also have a four-lane 

bowling alley, with league bowling every Monday evening. 

You all know that Moosehaven is located on the beautiful St. Johns River - and it 

truly is beautiful.  In the morning, we get a cup of coffee and sit on our patio to 

watch the most wonderful sunrise.  We are blessed!  We also have a nice pier to 

go out and sit at the end, and fish, or watch the boats and barges go by. 

 You know, Moosehaven is kind of like the Grand Canyon – you can see 

pictures of it and hear about it – but you have to actually see it to appreciate it.   

 Make your next trip a Florida vacation.  Spend a few days in Jacksonville.  

Come see our campus, our beautiful chapel, the Michigan building, where we 

have our dances and socialize, visit your Sunshine Grandparents; then go back 
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to your Lodges and Chapter and tell that man or woman who is living alone, or 

that couple that have trouble seeing about the life they could have. 

 Oh…one more thing.  I am the Moosehaven Angel Pin Chairman.  Every 

year we have a new angel.  They are still just $5.00.  Come see us while you are 

here.  We are next to Opportunity Lodge…they have pins, too.  Ross is next to us 

with information about Moosehaven and Sandy is there with information about 

the new Brandon Place at Moosehaven.  I better go.  I think my time is up. 

Thank you.”  

RON SWEETMAN PSG: We have notified the police about the mysterious 

disappearance of Moosehaven’s Executive Director.  (Siren) I think that’s them 

now.   

 Next, I’d like to introduce Moosehaven resident Marvin Merriam. 

MOOSEHAVEN RESIDENT MARVIN MERRIAM:  My  

wife and I came to Moosehaven on October 11, 2006.  We 

live in Buckeye Hall, with a beautiful view of the St. Johns  

River.  Both my wife and I have Sunshine Jobs in the  

Michigan Building Snack Bar.  My wife also volunteers to  

keep the plants in Buckeye Hall watered and well-taken  

care of, and I volunteer in the Video room where we loan  

out movies for Moosehaven residents to watch on their  

DVD and VHS players. 

 We enjoy the dances that “Opportunity Lodge” sponsors eight times a 

year, and their weekly Bingo games, as well as the many other dances and social 

events sponsored by Moosehaven throughout the year. 

 The fishing pier that extends out into the St. Johns River attracts a number 

of residents who enjoy fishing with bait donated by the fraternity. 

 We have 3 Moosehaven residents and 3 Lakeshore Lodge 2020 Moose 

Legionnaires who practice in our Auditorium for the Moose Legion Seminole #81 

Conferral Team.  We have bowling teams that bowl every Monday night in our 

own bowling lanes.  There is the New York Exercise Building with its swimming 
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pool and exercise classes, pool tables, exercise machines, shuffle board, dart, a 

beauty shop for men’s hair cuts and lady’s hair cuts and permanents. 

 We have bus trips to local restaurants and for shopping at Walmart or other 

stores such as the Winn Dixie food store and Walgreen Drugs. 

 We have excellent medical care with doctors and nurses on call and, if we 

have a special need, we are transported to whichever doctor is a specialist in that 

field.  We receive our medicines from our own Pharmacy.  All of this is provided 

without cost to us. 

 The local area Moose Lodges give us picnics and furnish the food and 

beverages, and their Moose Legionnaires help cook the pancake breakfasts that 

are open to the public.  They also give Moosehaven residents free meals at all 

District Meetings. 

 We truly live in a “City of Contentment”, with no bills like house payments, 

car payments, insurance, medical, etc. 

 Don’t wait until you are unable to enjoy this great place of retirement, and 

live out your life in “The City of Contentment.”    The best kept secret in the 

fraternity! 

 If this all sounds too good to be true, believe me it is true.  We at 

Moosehaven thank each of you for your support that makes it all happen. 

RON SWEETMAN PSG: Thank you Bob, Ruth and Marvin.  And, there’s still no 

sign of John.  So, let’s watch a video. 

[Video:  This is Moosehaven Video] 

RON SWEETMAN PSG: Brothers and Co-workers, we’ve come to the end of the 

presentation and Mr. Capes still has not been located so… 

JOHN CAPES: [From the audience] Hold on, I’m coming.  I…uh…had some 

paperwork to finish up. But, I’m ready now.  So, let’s get started. 

ROBERT ELLIOTT PSG: John, we’re done.  Everything is in order. 

JOHN CAPES: We’re done? (Salutes) Very good sir!   

Well, our goal today was to Create Some Interest in what’s going on at 

Moosehaven.  We’ve had fun doing that, and I hope that you all can see that 
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Moosehaven is a vibrant, active, and fun place, full of vibrant, active, and fun 

seniors.   

 While we don’t mind shaking things up occasionally, we are always 

focused on our goal to provide the very best retirement option possible for our 

members.  Whether you come to Moosehaven on the Traditional Plan or to 

Brandon Place at Moosehaven, I’m sure you will find the accommodations, 

security, and fraternal environment that you seek.  I trust that the resident 

presentations and the video have Created Some Interest and I invite all of you to 

come visit us and enjoy “a day in paradise. 

 Brothers and Co-Workers - our Moosehaven residents.  Thanks Bob and 

Ruth and Marvin.  God bless Moosehaven. 

SUPREME GOVENOR MCCULLOUGH:  Thank you, Ron, Bob, Ruth, Marvin, and 

last but not least John.  Wow, did that create some interest or what? 

 Do I hear a motion to accept the report of the Moosehaven Board of 

Directors?  How about a second?  All in favor?  So carried. 

 I am now privileged to call to the podium the Chairman of the Moose 

Charities Board of Directors, Past Supreme Governor Ray Kesling. 

CHAIRMAN CHARITIES BOARD OF DIRECTORS RAY KESLING PSG: (Nitro, West 

Virginia Lodge 565):  It is an honor and privilege to address you this afternoon.   

 Today, we have with us the Directors of the Moose Charities Board: 

Director General William B. Airey, Whitehall, Ohio Lodge 1245; Supreme Governor 

George W. McCullough III, Charlotte, North Carolina Lodge 1113; John Reiter, 

Inverness, Florida Lodge 2112; Eugene Joyce, Newport, New Hampshire Lodge 

1236; Sandra Thompson, Colorado Springs, Colorado Chapter 373; Charlene 

Welch, Taylor Township, Michigan Chapter 992; Past Supreme Governor Milton 

McGinnis, Vallejo, California Lodge 468, and our newest member of the Board, 

Bob Steffens, La Pine, Oregon Lodge 2093.  

 In 2009, at the 121st Annual International Moose Convention, in Chicago, 

Illinois, I had the honor of introducing a new Executive Director of Moose 

Charities.  During the last three years, our Executive Director has brought up 

many new ideas, and rekindled old ones that has kept money flowing.  In just 
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three years, during her leadership, our League of Guardians has more than 

tripled. 

 As with Mooseheart and Moosehaven, Moose Charities has also distributed 

their written report to you as you entered the hall this afternoon.  However, there 

are always highlights outside of the scope of the report that we want to share. 

 To do just that, I would like to introduce to you the Executive Director of 

Moose Charities, Jan Fregulia. 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF MOOSE CHARITIES JANET P. FREGULIA (Petaluma, 

California Chapter 574): 

 It is such a pleasure to follow Scott Hart and John Capes.  It actually makes 

my job easier.  They have already explained what is happening at Mooseheart and 

Moosehaven.  The representatives from each community have brought us 

renewed enthusiasm.  They have reinforced our awareness that our commitment 

to each is as essential today as it was in years past.  In fact, the mission of each 

continues to be of utmost importance.  Our job is to ensure they are available for 

future generations of children in need and senior members of our fraternity. 

 We recognize our members and fraternal units who have given so 

generously to the Endowment Fund, by donations to the Gimme Five Endowment 

Campaign, the Endowment Fund Club, or when they donated in memory of, or in 

honor of, a friend, relative or associate.  Because of the wonderful generosity of 

so many members, we have had to develop new pins to depict their higher giving 

levels.  You each have our heartfelt thanks for continuing to support these 

programs that have been vital to the building of the Endowment Fund.  The 

Gimme Five Endowment Campaign and the Endowment Fund Club will continue 

to the 2012 International Convention in Tampa, Florida.   

 The Time Is Now to Create Some Interest amongst all members to donate to 

these two programs.  Create Some Interest by wearing your pin – encourage 

others to qualify to receive one or more – help us to make this the best year to 

date for individual giving to the Endowment Fund.  Your donations are crucial to 

securing the future operations of Mooseheart and Moosehaven.   
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 The fraternal units have also raised funds to give to Gimme Five.  

Accolades go to the following fraternal units who have donated $10,000 or more 

to the Gimme Five Endowment Campaign: 

 

Waynesburg PA Chapter 888    $10.000.00 

Fredericksburg VA Chapter 1592   $10,156.16 

Streator IL Chapter 215     $10,182.50 

Wyoming MI Lodge 763     $10,925.00 

Anna Maria Island FL Lodge 2188   $12,010.00 

Truth Or Consequences NM Lodge 2050 $12,825.00 

Belen NM Lodge 1680      $14,400.00 

Defiance OH Lodge 2094     $25,000.00 

Richmond IN Lodge 167     $26,345.00 

Paducah KY Lodge 285     $26,477.75 

Speedway IN Lodge 500     $27,210.96 

Yuma AZ Lodge 1627      $27,605.65 

North Little Rock AR Lodge 942   $85,000.00 

 Special thanks to the Paducah KY Lodge 285 for their Gimme Five 

donations on behalf of each member of the Lodge and Chapter for the 2008, 2009 

and 2010 fiscal years. 

 And, I am very proud of, and grateful to, the lovely ladies of Moosehaven’s 

Opportunity Chapter 3001 for their donations to Gimme Five on behalf of every 

resident of Moosehaven: 

  2008 - $10,950.00 for 1st year 

  2009 - $10,986.50 for 2nd year 

  2009 - $10,147.00 for 3rd year 

  2010 - $  9,052.00 for 4th year 

 At the 2010 International Convention in Nashville, we introduced the new 

Gimme Five Picture Collage incentive program.  A photo collage of Mooseheart or 

Moosehaven would be sent to Lodges/Chapters when 10% of their combined 

membership became new first-time donors of $36.50.  We are very pleased to 
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recognize Laramie WY Lodge 390 and Chapter 423; Paducah KY Lodge 285 and 

Chapter 939; and Red Deer AB Lodge 1639 and Chapter 1460 for having qualified.  

The Mooseheart picture will be presented to them at their respective Annual 

Convention and the Moosehaven picture will be presented to Opportunity 

Chapter.  We offer our congratulations and sincerest thanks to each.  Please 

remember this incentive continues through this fiscal year.  We hope you will 

Create Some Interest in your membership to help your Lodge/Chapter to qualify 

for this beautiful picture collage. 

 There are many ways to raise funds for Mooseheart and Moosehaven 

through Moose Charities.  They can be found on our website, 

www.moosecharities.org.  In June 2006, we introduced the Cartridges for Kids 

program that later became known as Recycle for Mooseheart.  The program is 

one that generates dollars at no cost to the individual or the fraternal unit.  Simply 

by collecting all makes and models of cell phones, laptops, inkjet or laser 

cartridges, and several other items – boxing them and shipping them to the 

recycle company at its expense – you raised $18,145 through April 30, 2010.  As 

this program has gathered awareness, and has been actively promoted, I am 

pleased to report that this past year’s efforts have raised $9,903. 

 During the months of February through April there was a contest to see 

which Association could send the most cell phones.  The top five Associations in 

the cell phone contest were: 

 5th – Florida      $177.00   

 4th – West Virginia    $209.00  

 3rd – Michigan    $260.00 

 2nd – Colorado   $357.00 

 1st – Alaska      $397.00 

 Certificates will be presented, by the Moose Charities Chairmen in these 

Top 5 states, during their Annual Conventions. 

 We are so fortunate to have Moose Charities Chairmen – men and women – 

at the Association level, District level and Lodge/Chapter level.  With their 

commitment to holding fundraisers for Moose Charities, all of which will go to 

Page 19 of 26 Downloaded from www.MooseIntl.org Posted on site:07/19/2011



20 

Mooseheart and/or Moosehaven, we will be able to exceed the 2010 fiscal year net 

revenue.   

At this time I ask all Moose Charities Chairmen to please stand.  We are in this 

together – we rely on you and we thank you for what you have done AND for what 

we hope you will be doing in the months to come. 

 Speaking of being fortunate – our organization is truly blessed to have 

members who give so very much of their time and their financial assistance to aid 

and support their fraternal units and our two Moose communities.  We thank 

every member for the part they play in our program of service to those less 

fortunate.  And we are very fortunate to have members who have donated $1,000 

or more during the fiscal year.  Membership in the League of Guardians is a fiscal 

year recognition.  This recognition program began in 2001 with 71 members.  We 

are extremely pleased to report that 428 members qualified during the 2010 year 

for the League of Guardians.  These Guardians will receive a specially designed 

crystal award thanking them for their compassionate and generous donations.  

And, we have designed a crystal award for each of the next four years.  We are 

honored to have many of our Guardians with us this afternoon.  Would the 

League of Guardians please stand?  On behalf of Mooseheart Child City & School 

and Moosehaven, I give you heartfelt thanks for your outstanding generosity.   

 I offer this quote by Mohandas Gandhi, “I shall pass through this world but 

once.  Any good therefore that I can do or any kindness that I can show to any 

human being, let me do it now.  Let me not defer or neglect it, for I shall not pass 

this way again.”  You are definitely making a difference in the lives of others less 

fortunate and, once again, I thank you.  You may be seated.   

 Another recognition program is the James J. Davis Society.  We are very 

fortunate to honor some extraordinary donors who have made cumulative gifts of 

$50,000 and more.  These outstandingly generous donors will receive a beautiful 

custom picture of Mooseheart and Moosehaven along with the heartfelt gratitude 

of the staff and residents of both communities. 

 Ray & Betty Kesling 

 Glen Foor, Jr. 
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 Donald Hiland 

 Thomas Blakey 

 Mia Brazil 

 Mary Ann Mahoney 

 Karen Budimlya 

 Evan & Carol Davis 

 Stephen Feigenbaum   

 As you all know, the Mooseheart Child City & School was founded in 1913 

by James J. Davis.  Because of his vision of providing a home and education to 

children in need, and because of the dedication and commitment of our 

membership throughout the years, we will be celebrating its 100th Anniversary in 

2013.  An Endowment Fund, once known as a ‘penny march’ was established in 

1918 to sustain Mooseheart in case of an unforeseen emergency.  In 1922, 

Moosehaven was founded and, in 1932, the fund was changed to the 

Mooseheart/Moosehaven Endowment Fund.   

 Perhaps some people today may not realize that, in those days, a penny 

was a lot of money.  In 1912, the average wage was $750.00 per year, and the 

average cost of a loaf of bread was 5.6 cents.  The average wage in the auto 

industry then was $2.34 for a 9-hour shift.  But that did not deter the membership 

from donating to the Endowment Fund, because they believed strongly in their 

mission – making sure there would always be a place for children in need and a 

retirement community for senior members of the fraternity in need of a haven.  

And, today, we must continue what was begun so many years ago.  

 It is heartening to know that many of our Mooseheart graduates give back 

to the Child City & School that was their home so that others can receive the 

same opportunities.  Naturally, since nearly 12,000 children have entered the 

gates of Mooseheart, there are many stories to tell.  One is especially deserving.  

It is the story of the Gurovich family.  Matt Gurovich joined the Tucson AZ Lodge 

in 1921 when he was 49 years of age.  He died two years later – leaving his wife 

Stella, three daughters and one son, ages 8, 6, 4 and 1-1/2.  Stella and her 

children were in desperate straits.  Stella had been ill – had no job.  They could go 
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to a poor house or the children to an orphanage.  Thankfully, neither was 

necessary because they had the opportunity to go to Mooseheart and they did so 

eight months later.  While Stella worked as a cook at Mooseheart, her children 

were able to live comfortably and receive a good education.  Each graduated from 

the Mooseheart School.  They worked very hard and, having grown up during the 

depression, saved their money.  Anna joined the Women of the Moose in 1952 

and her brother Peter joined in 1957.  Helen, the oldest and her husband, 

eventually moved to California, as did Danica and Anna who brought their mother 

to live with them.  Neither Danica nor Anna ever married.  Anna, the youngest, 

stayed home to care for her mother.  When Helen died, she left some money to 

Mooseheart and the rest to Danica and Anna.  They both decided that Mooseheart 

would be the beneficiary of the surviving sister.  So, ultimately, the money that all 

three had saved ended up with Anna.  She passed away December 2010 – and left 

a bequest to Mooseheart.  Because of Matt’s decision to join the Moose fraternity, 

his wife and children were cared for….the children were educated….were given 

an opportunity to enjoy their adult lives – and Mooseheart Child City & School 

received a bequest totaling $515,594.16.  We are truly blessed to have been a part 

of this family’s life – and we thank them posthumously for their dedication and 

commitment to giving back. 

 In order for us to continue our service to children and seniors, we must 

increase the Endowment Fund.  And we ask every member, every fraternal unit, 

District and Association to make this a priority.  During the past four years, many 

members and fraternal units have truly put forth more effort to build the 

Endowment Fund.  I am pleased to report that, thanks to the extra effort put forth 

by the Regional Managers, the Associations’ and WOTM Endowment Fund 

Chairmen, and the Moose Charities Chairmen; the Endowment Fund for 2010-

2011 was increased over the previous year by $138,851.00.  The Top 5 

Associations with Lodges and Chapters showing the largest increases in 

donations to the Endowment Fund are: 

 

               Total             Gain 
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 Alaska-Hawaii  $  36,503.97  $10,449.00 

 Louisiana   $  17,655.98  $11,173.00 

 Pennsylvania  $263,917.42  $11,910.00 

Maryland/Del/DC  130,176.30  $15,627.00 

 Virginia    $118,981.41  $18,274.00 

 Florida-Bermuda  $353,437.45  $44,038.00    

  

 Mooseheart Founder’s Day is October 27, the date of James J. Davis’s 

birth.  All fraternal units are asked to hold special functions to celebrate this 

special occasion.  I am delighted to introduce to you a new fundraiser that has 

been developed for the month of October.  It is the Endowment Fund Cradle 

Fundraiser.  We will mail packets to each Lodge with the request that the entire 

membership of both the Lodge and Chapter be invited to give to the Endowment 

Fund.  Then we ask that you place each donor’s name on the cradle and post it in 

your Lodge Home for all to see.  And do not stop there – continue to hold special 

functions throughout the month honoring Mooseheart Founder’s Day – notify 

your members in your newsletters and on your websites – give them the 

opportunity to be a part of this great endeavor.  It's a great way to support the 

future of Mooseheart and Moosehaven in your Lodge home and pay honor to 

Mooseheart’s Founder.  Our goal will be to raise $100,000 or more for the 

Mooseheart/Moosehaven Endowment Fund during the month of October.  

Personal checks to this fundraiser, payable to “Moose Charities”, will be 

accepted and included in the total collected and remitted.  Individuals may donate 

online (www.moosecharities.org) to the “Cradle Fundraiser 2011”.  Your fraternal 

unit will receive credit if the donation is made by November 15th.  Challenge 

others to participate – have a competition within your Association.  A recognition 

list of all Lodges and Chapters that participate will be available at 

www.moosecharities.org and on hand for recognition at your Mid-Year 

Conferences.  Finally, all donations are to be remitted on or before November 

15th via Lodge or Chapter check to Moose Charities, ear-marked “Cradle 

Fundraiser 2011”.   
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 Brothers and Co-workers, we have a responsibility.  We must protect and 

secure the future of the two communities that are truly dependent upon the 

members and fraternal units of the Moose fraternity.   As Ralph Waldo Emerson 

said:   

 “To know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived. This is 

to have succeeded.”  And another great quote – this one by Ann Landers, “Do 

your givin’ while you’re livin’…then you’ll be knowin’ where it’s goin’.  

 Brother Supreme Governor, this completes the report of the Moose 

Charities Board. 

 

SUPREME GOVERNOR GEORGE MCCULLOUGH III: 

 You have heard the report of the Moose Charities Board.  Do I hear a 

motion to accept the report?  Is there a second?  All in favor vote by the usual 

sign.  So carried. 

 At this time, I invite the Grand Chancellor and Grand Regent of the Women 

of the Moose to the podium for a presentation. 

GRAND CHANCELLOR BARB MCPHERSON: 

[Presentations]   

SUPREME GOVERNOR GEORGE MCCULLOUGH III:   

 Thank you very much, Co-workers, for your continued dedication and 

commitment to Mooseheart and Moosehaven. 

 So that all may have an opportunity to make presentations during this 

session Moose Charities accepted your gifts since the opening of registration.  

Any unit or member making a gift of $500.00 or more now may make their 

donation a matter of record by participating in the March of Checks. 

 Let us proceed. 

SUPREME GOVENOR MCCULLOUGH:  Our sincerest thank you to all who have 

given of their substance to make possible these special contributions to Moose 

Charities, which in turn, will enable us to continue the care needed for those who 

reside at our Child City, Mooseheart and our Haven of Contentment, Moosehaven.  

Page 24 of 26 Downloaded from www.MooseIntl.org Posted on site:07/19/2011



25 

Our children and senior members are most appreciative of your generosity.  

 We will report the total contributions made today at the Joint Session on 

Wednesday, July 6th. 

 I now ask Grand Chancellor Barbara McPherson to return to the podium for 

an announcement. 

GRAND CHANCELLOR BARBARA MCPHERSON:  The Women of the Moose have 

been conducting an M&M guessing game at our booth and I would just like to 

take a minute to announce that the winner of the “Crack the Case” M&M game is 

_______________________.  Congratulations!  Please claim your prize at the 

Women of the Moose booth. 

 

SUPREME GOVENOR MCCULLOUGH:  Thank you, Barb.  I now call on the 

General Governor Steve Greene for some final announcements and door prizes. 

 

GENERAL GOVENOR STEVE GREEN:  Buses will be leaving the Hilton Hotel at 5:15 

PM sharp for the League of Guardians event tonight.  Everyone should gather in 

California Ballroom B. 

If you haven’t attempted to open the safe and collect $50,000.00, there is still time.  

You have until the convention closes Tuesday afternoon at 5:00 PM.  The safe is located in 

Hall A of this convention center. 

Remember, tomorrow we are closed for the 4th of July to allow you to spend a day 

in the sun with family and friends.   

 If you qualified for membership in the 2010-2011 Director General’s Circle of 

Distinction, or Heart of Distinction, and have not yet picked up your ticket for Tuesday’s 

special event, please visit the Membership Department display area before 2:00 PM on 

Tuesday.  

 The Moose 25 Club Party is scheduled for Tuesday evening and invited members of 

distinction, which includes for the first time, qualifying holders of the Moose Legion Medal 

of Honor, have until 2:00 PM on Tuesday to pick up their tickets from the Membership 

Department for this fun-filled show. 
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 Be sure to stop by the Moose Charities booth and get your Sweepstakes tickets.  You 

may be the lucky winner of $25,000.00 cash or one of the other nine cash prizes. The 

drawings for these cash prizes will be held at the closing session on Wednesday. 

 And now for the name of today’s door prize of $100.00 - the winner is 

_____________________________________. 

 Brother Supreme Governor that is end of this session’s announcements. 

 

SUPREME GOVENOR MCCULLOUGH:  Thank you Steve.  Our next session of the 

Supreme Lodge will be on Tuesday, July 5 at 1:30 PM here in this arena.  This joint session 

is officially recessed.   
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