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My Travels as Grand Regent  

 
WOW – how time flies.  It just seems like yesterday when I was installed as your Grand Regent.   
 
The very first highlight of my year was instituting Capitol Region Chapter 2406 of Washington 
DC.  I have never seen a more enthused group of co-workers and I know they will make a 
difference in the Moose Fraternity.  And thank you College Park, MD Chapter & Lodge for 
hosting this event.   
 
My very first travel assignment as Grand Regent was my second trip back to the state of Ohio.  I 
was so enthused to return because I had such a great time when I was there in February 2008 and 
I knew this time would have been no different. DGR Katie Leptak and her husband Don were 
such great hosts and really kept Carl and I on track and made us aware of what was going on.  
The co-workers and brothers were great, as usual, and made me feel welcome.  As before, I was 
treated like royalty, and of course I was just me – Libby!  Everything went well until Sunday 
morning.  After breakfast, we were on the way to our meeting room when I lost my balance in 
the lobby, and ended up lying on the floor; bruised and sore, no broken bones, but an 
embarrassed ego and a black, blue & purple body. The highlight of this trip was I had the 
opportunity to meet Movie Star, Producer, Martial Arts World Champion, and handsome Hunk- 
and a new voice of the Safe Surfin’ USA Foundation, Tony Schiena.  I love you Ohio and I have 
to say I love Tony too----- 
 
The following weekend I was off to our very own state of MD-DE-DC.    That was a scary 
thought – your own conference – how would the co-workers take to you?  They always look for 
someone out of state.  Well -- what a weekend that was!  I got run into by a scooter – almost 
ended up on the floor – again –and had the privilege of wearing those colors of black, blue and 
purple.  I was beginning to feel like I was followed by the purple people eater and wondered 
what would happen next!  Of course our DGR Loretta “Lee” Horstman and husband John were 
fantastic hosts and Lee was a bucket of fire. She wanted everything to be perfect and was on 
edge, thinking something was going to happen.  Well, the rest of the conference was fantastic.  I 
guess maybe because of the story and all the talking about TONY – the handsome hunk from 
Ohio!  I think the co-workers of MD-DE-DC saw a different side of me-a side I didn’t know I 
had either. 
 
To the Love of my life, hubby Carl, I love you but OH–Tony, you bring out the tiger in me!   
 
After a couple weeks at home, it was off to Wisconsin, for their conference.  Being there in 
September 2008, again, I knew the co-workers and what they were like.  Sandy Martin told me to 
say hello to the cheese heads, since she was from Wisconsin.  At the first meeting I gave them 
her hello, and as I said it, I pictured the co-workers with the big cheese hats that you see at 
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football games on TV.  I got to laughing and told them the story and said thank goodness that 
won’t happen to me, because you never did it the last time I was there.  Well----- guess what?   
The next meeting I was crowned Cheese Head and then to top it off – they had to do it again at 
the banquet.  I was also told to wear it at Mooseheart’s homecoming football game I was to 
attend the following week. But, thank goodness, Grand Chancellor Barb said Libby – You don’t 
want to do that! You probably can guess who was responsible for the cheese head – non other 
than Vickie Draeger the DGR and Renee LaPoint, the Incoming DGR.  I wouldn’t come right out 
and tell them, but that was the most fun I had in a long time and Vickie did a great job and was a 
bundle of fun.  I can’t remember when I laughed so much!   
 
We stayed a few extra days at the beautiful Kalahari resort and then we were off to Mooseheart 
for the Board and Council meeting and also homecoming.  We had a very productive meeting 
and a great time on Saturday at the football game, even if the Red Ramblers didn’t win.  What 
enthusiasm and what GREAT children we have.  Everyone was supportive including the staff, 
teachers, visiting members and the children from our tots to the soon to be grads. 
 
After a week at home, we were honored to have Supreme Governor Jeepy and his lovely wife 
Sue with us for 3 days.  We traveled to every lodge he visited and of course everyday, I had to be 
on constant guard because it seems when I am around Jeepy I always forgot to introduce Carl.  I 
knew that, and he was always ready – waiting – with that gleaming smile, and of course being 
me, I believe I did forget to do so, on one of those three occasions.  
 
After 2 days of packing, we set out for the Florida-Bermuda Conference. They were all geared 
up and ready to go. What an enthusiastic bunch of co-workers they have.  They were constantly 
working Gimme5 and membership.  Of course the DGR Madeline Skiba was the former 
membership chairman before she was appointed DGR, so she was just as enthused.   What a 
great time there; except we had to spend our meetings indoors instead of outside in the great 
warmth & sunshine.  At this conference, I did have the honor to see Ron Porter who represents 
Tony Schiena and he informed me Tony was out of the country on a tour.  DRATS – I was 
hoping.  One good thing though this conference was accident free and I love you co-workers and 
thank you for keeping it that way.   
 
Two days after our return home, we attended a reception honoring DGR, Phyllis Brainard, for 
MD-DE-DC. 
 
Then after 2 weeks at home, we were off to Reno for the “Triple Play” Seminar. For the 1st time 
in my life, I did participate in a slot tournament and yes, I didn’t win anything, but it was a lot of 
fun. At our WOTM meetings, both days we were privileged to have William B. Airy, Director 
General with us to answer any and all questions that were asked.  Now that was a great learning 
experience!  I feel everyone that attended went home with more knowledge then they came with, 
and totally loved the experience. 
 
Now it’s November.  A week before Thanksgiving we journeyed to West Virginia for a reception 
in honor of one of our own, Danny Williams who was appointed Moose Legion Councilman. 
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Then before you knew it, it was December and the week before Christmas I was honored at my 
own Reception which was held at Harrington Lodge in DE.   It was a fantastic day! Carl said the 
Queen of England would have been envious! Thanks to ALL co-workers and lodge brothers who 
were responsible for this event or who traveled, to help make this a day that I will cherish and 
remember forever.  Co-workers you are fantastic. 
 
Five weeks of no travels and then off to Tempie, AZ for our Grand Council meeting.  What a 
productive few days that was, and wind down was getting to celebrate my birthday a day early at 
the Rustler’s Roost which overlooked the beautiful city of Phoenix.  The scenery was 
indescribable and it was a birthday I won’t forget. 
 
Then my next official conference assignments began in March and were 4 weeks in a row, which 
meant we had to fly to all of those.  First we were off for the Kentucky conference, but I didn’t 
get to see any blue grass because it was actually held in Clarksville, Indiana.  However, Thanks 
to DGR Linda Whitaker, I did get to wear a beautiful hat at the banquet on Saturday Night and 
felt like I was at the Kentucky Derby. This was a smaller conference, but those Co-workers were 
very enthusiastic when it came to our Moose Fraternity.     
 
The second trip was off to Illinois.  Believe it or not, the weather was great.  No snow! DGR 
Becki Alcorn and husband Tim met us at the airport and boy what a ride.  I thought I drove fast – 
and guess what – my hair didn’t turn black!  All in all, our time was very enjoyable, lots of 
laughter and we couldn’t ask for better hosts.  The co-workers and Lodge brothers were great 
and had a warm welcome.  They truly are committed to our Fraternity and were a lot of fun, even 
if I did have to go to the Moose jail on Saturday night. But I wasn’t alone, and before long I was 
bailed out.   
 
Then off to Texas. I got to see some real Texans with big hats, and luckily no gunslingers.  This 
was a very enthusiastic conference also. It was nice to meet DGR Janice Finley and hubby Max.  
They were one of the highlights of our trip!  Janice was very concerned about the conference and 
wanted it to be perfect.  She did a superb job and it was exactly that.  Also, it was great to see so 
many faces that I have known for years and hadn’t seen in awhile.  The co-workers and lodge 
brothers were very friendly and really energetic and they carry our fraternity in their hearts.  
Texans truly are awesome! 
 
Now Countdown – 1 left to go - back to Reno for the California/Nevada conference.  WOW – 
what a trip that was.  We were scheduled to change planes at Dallas-Ft. Worth Airport. During 
the flight a few of the flight attendants were going back & forth.  We were about 2 hours into our 
flight when the Captain said we had a medical emergency on board and we would have to make 
an emergency landing in Memphis, TN. I never saw a plane fly so fast in all my life.  After 
landing & taking the lady off the plane, we had to gas up and get a new flight plan; which made 
us miss our connecting flight by 10 minutes and gave us a five hour delay at Dallas/Fort Worth.   
We finally made it to Reno with no more problems, until the next day when we had 4-6 inches of 
snow.  It snowed so hard we couldn’t see the mountains or the airport.  The Pass was closed 
down, which meant many of the members were unable to attend the conference, some were 
stranded and a few were involved in accidents, but luckily not seriously hurt.  Other than that, we 
had a great conference and the highlight of this was the first time I ever saw 600 bags of Jelly 
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Bellies in one place.  Did I say that right- 600 bags of Jelly Bellies?  Yes – it just so happened 
that DGR Cheryl Volden LOVES them.  So the co-workers presented Cheryl with a home made 
hour glass filled with Jelly Bellies and all the co-workers at the meeting presented her with the 
bags of candy.  I never had Jelly Bellies before that conference, and they sure are good.  Thank 
you, Cheryl and hubby Peter, for being grand hosts.  And, Co-workers, thank you for a great 
memorable week-end. 
 
Finally comes June – off to Mooseheart for the elementary school promotion and high school 
graduation.  I was asked to give the keynote address at the 5th & 8th grade promotion and give out 
certificates.  It warmed my heart to see how excited and well-mannered our children were.  It 
was their moment and they beamed.  It was also a privilege to be on stage with the high school 
seniors for their Graduation.  They are off to start their new life, a life that our membership 
provided them.   
 
In closing, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff at Moose International for their 
dedication to our Fraternity and who are always there when we need them.   
 
To the Deputy Grand Regents and their husbands/companions or co-workers that were ready to 
meet us at the hotel or airports when we arrived; your hospitality and friendships will never be 
forgotten and we will forever be bonded.  To the Regional Managers & Associations officers, 
thank you for the accommodations, dinners and hospitality you have shared with us, you are 
truly remarkable.    
 
Co-workers & Lodge Brothers, thank you for everything you do for our Fraternity.  Your 
dedication and devotion to our Mooseheart and Moosehaven is outstanding. You have shown me 
your love, hospitality and friendship in all my travels thru the years.  You will always be a part 
of my book of memories, and in my heart forever. 
 
What a privilege it has been to be able to share this year with the Supreme Governor “Jeepy” and 
his lovely wife Sue.  It is always “FUN” when we are together!      
 
And, I can’t forget the co-workers on the boards and Grand Council that I have had the privilege 
to serve with this year, along with Jr. Past Grand Regent Wilma.  We really had a great time, 
your friendship and support has been overwhelming and you will always be in my book of 
memories as true friends.  Thank you for all you have done and will continue to do for our 
Moose Fraternity.    
 
I Love all of you – Keep doing what you are doing! 
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