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 History Lesson 
 
 
In Chicago in 2009, while I was sitting in a restaurant, I overheard some co-workers’ 
conversation and it disturbed me.  One co-worker said something about how hard it was years 
ago to make your year.  Another said who cares about years ago – it’s very demanding now and I 
don’t care about the people before me.  What did they do for me?  Well I’m going to give all of 
you a little history of my memories since 1972 when I was enrolled. 
 
First I want to give a little disclaimer about dates.  To some wonderful ladies out there who can 
remember that on February 10, 1973 at 4 P.M. they received a letter from International stating 
that a rule was changed don’t hang me for taking liberties with times and dates. 
 
In 1972 a friend of mine belonged to the Moose.  She was going to be something called a Senior 
Regent starting July 1st. (yes July 1st  - more later)  She always spoke of the moose and all of the 
good work they did for seniors and children.  Rosemary would tell my friend Maureen and I that 
we should get our fathers to join so that she could sponsor us.  You see back then you had to 
have an affiliation to join.  It had to be a father, son, husband or brother.  Well Maureen and I 
bowled on Thursday night at 8:30, the same time as the meetings, so we couldn’t join anyway.  
She said she “needed someone for November as she had July, August and September and 
October covered.  What?”  We later found out that whatever a chairman was, they had things to 
do and had to have someone enrolled in their month to qualify for something called the Academy 
of Friendship.  Well, we couldn’t join because we still didn’t have an affiliation.  As you can tell 
we did become members but it took a lot of little white lies.  I told my father that Maureen’s 
father was joining and she told her father my dad was joining.  They joined, after all we were our 
daddy’s little girls, and they did what we asked.  As soon as the enrollment was over we were 
handed applications. 
 
Now we still had a problem because we bowled at 8:30 but they were determined to get us and 
found a way.  They sent a letter to the chapter members and told them the November meeting 
would start at 7 P.M.  The chapter approved it.  They got us.  We had to hand it to Rosemary and 
her board; they worked together to find a solution to their dilemma.  Teamwork was the key. 
 
Well, here it is Enrollment night and we even had skirts on. (That was even harder to do than get 
us to join.)  Back then you had to wear a skirt.  When we entered the room we didn’t know what 
to expect. 
 
There were all these ladies in white gowns.  What an intimidating sight.  It felt like the Romans 
in togas waiting for the lions to eat the Christians.  The Ritual was about to start and we were 
told to sit up straight, don’t cross your legs and keep your knees together.  The meeting finally 
started and the Senior Regent asked everyone to give the password.  THE WHAT?????  We 
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would learn it later.  The Senior Regent opened the meeting.  There were two ladies called 
guides, boy did they do a lot of walking.  A Chaplain said a prayer and then the Guides brought 
up American flags to the altar and stood with the flags flowing over the altar.  The lady called 
Junior Regent said the Women of the Moose Pledge.  (The Pledge of Allegiance came later) 
How impressive that was.  Something called the fourfold was completed.  Next we learned the 
story of the rose, and what it symbolized.  We heard about the barren rose branch bristling with 
thorns, the rose bud and the rose in full bloom.  Next we were escorted into the heart of the 
Women of the Moose.  It looked more like a liver but we got the message.  Next, the defending 
circle (oval).  We put our right hand on our heart and left hand on the shoulder of the co-worker 
next to us and sang “Blessed Be the Tie that Binds.”  You should all listen to the words.  They 
were very meaningful. 
 
It was very impressive.  We survived the lions!!!  Oh we also made it bowling and even won 3 
games.  OK, we’re in.  The Chapter made its Award of Achievement that year.  It was a very 
successful year for the chapter, now we find out the men are going to have Bingo on Thursday 
nights and we have to change our meetings to Tuesday nights.  We’re doomed.   
 
Guess who are the new Mooseheart and Moosehaven chairmen? 
 
OK, we’re up to a business mtg.  The guides again did a lot of walking.  They sure got a good 
workout. 
 
The best was balloting.  If you had a big meeting it took forever.  The Guides would put the 
ballot box on the altar and then escort the co-workers to the altar to ballot.  The box had white 
and black balls that you voted with.  White balls elect, black balls reject.  You had to be quiet or 
our Ritual Director “Sarge” would get you later.  Well, one night a new co-worker was about to 
ballot and she raised her right hand to the Senior Regent and put the ball in the hole with her left 
hand.  Thought Sarge was going to have a heart attack.  The poor woman was left handed and 
didn’t know you should use your right hand because you showed you didn’t have an extra ball in 
your hand to influence the ballot.  I’m surprised the woman came back to another meeting. 
 
We never thought that we would ever see the day that we’d see more affiliations in our lifetime. 
The sky would be the limit if we ever did.  Then along came permission to enroll step-daughters 
and granddaughters.  Oh happy day!  We have more of a chance.  Then nieces and just about any 
male affiliation would do.  Now there are no restrictions and I did live to see it.  The sky is the 
limit. 
 
You should have been around when the men had an enrollment night.  Women were not allowed 
in the ceremony.  TOP SECRET.  When the men came out you had to get out of the way.  
Women of the Moose with applications in hand would kill to get to the female relatives to 
sponsor them. 
 
Recorders have come a long way too.  Back in the day they did everything.  Packages were sent 
to the Senior Regent but they were nothing like they are today. There were no forms books just 
forms.  You got one audit, applications and some Officers’ books.  The treasurer only signed 
checks and checked the bank deposit slips.  Recorders did the rest, including the membership.  
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She even wrote out dues receipts and kept track of who was due and sent out letters to tell them 
they were due.  Do any of you remember what carbon paper was?  We would have been lost 
without it.   
 
Paper audits were done by the audit committee.  That was great fun if someone didn’t know how 
to balance a checkbook.  Recorders had to have 4 perfect audits to qualify for the Star Recorder 
Degree.  If you were off even one penny or transposed one number you lost.  Then came the 
change to only needing 3 stars. The star recorders thought the world was coming to an end.  How 
could they do this to us?  We had to get 4 stars.  This was not fair. 
 
We went from the chapter year beginning July 1st to May 1st.  That year the Senior Regent only 
had to do 10 months.  ERUPTION!!!  We had to do 12!  Who is she to do only 10 and make her 
year? 
 
Another change set off alarms.  You used to go to Mooseheart and receive your College of 
Regents degree in the Fieldhouse.  When that was changed to receiving the degree at the 
convention it made a lot of co-workers really angry.  That was going to be their first time at 
Mooseheart.  I was lucky that year because I had been to Mooseheart.  The first year was New 
Orleans and there had to be 2 sessions - morning and afternoon.  I went to the morning - I 
couldn’t wait till later.  After a time new Collegians were glad to be able to go the conference to 
receive their degree.  Before that, some couldn’t afford to go to Mooseheart and the conference 
in the same year. 
 
There are so many other things I could bring up but time will not permit. 
 
As you can all guess I have a big reason to bring up four affiliations as often as I did.  When we 
only had four ways to enroll we found ways to make our year.  Now the sky is the limit and your 
possibilities are endless.  Create some interest in your Chapter and you too can make it happen. 
 
I have provided a very short history lesson for each of you here today.  Some of you I’m sure 
remember every detail that I talked about yet others never heard of most of it.  Each year, the 
Women of the Moose do their best to make it easier for us to achieve our goals as you can see.  
Co-workers, respect what people before you did in order for you to be where you are today.  
Please show them their legacy of hard work and commitment meant something. 
 
I still miss the flags and I do remember what I did on February 10, 1973, I entered an institution, 
I got married. 
 
Well, now the hard part. 
 
To the Executive Officers of the Women of the Moose, I can’t find a way to thank you for the 
opportunity I never thought I would have.  All I can say is, “Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart.” 
To Wilma and Libby, you are truly Grand Ladies.  Thank you for all you did for me. 
To the three Boards, thanks for the fun we had together.  You are all special. 
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To the Council members last year and this year, you are the best.  Your friendship will always be 
with me.  I can’t believe we all feel we’ve known each other forever. 
 
To the Office staff-WOW-How does a handful of people get so much done and still have 
patience with us?  You will all go to heaven.  Thank you so much. 
 
Thanks to the Lodges and Chapters from the great state of New Jersey for all the support you 
have given me.  Special thanks to the State Association for all their help. 
 
To Jersey City Lodge and Chapter, what can I say? 
 
Mom, I know your looking down and smiling.  Thanks to my biggest supporter. 
 
Now my family from District 7 - You call me mother hen.  I would never trade any of my chicks 
for all the tea in China.   
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