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I’m a Co-worker and I Care 

 
So nice to meet you!  How are you?  It's good to see you again!  So glad that you are feeling 
better!  These are just a few of the "every-day" phrases that make you feel good by saying them, 
and also mean something for the person that you are saying them to.  I never knew that I could 
feel so blessed by helping someone and particularly those in need.  I am so PROUD and HAPPY 
to be a co-worker in the Women of the Moose!!  How about YOU? 
 
One of the first choices I made as a child – I wanted to be just like my Mom – a patient, loving 
and understanding woman.  We all want to be like someone we admire, and I made my choice.   
 
From the day I was born, the fourth girl in a row in a family of eight children, I grew up in a 
home surrounded by love.  In time, I also learned what the words "hard work" meant.  Being 
raised on a dairy farm gave us lots of chores and responsibilities to complete before we even 
thought of taking the one-mile walk to the bus stop down a long country road.  Hard work meant 
never giving up and to always strive toward the many goals and opportunities that were waiting 
for us in life.  It also taught us respect and great work ethics. 
 
I also learned the meaning of respect – respect for my parents, respect for my siblings and 
respect for our farm.  Our large family would not have been very happy if we did not have 
respect for each other.  The same is true with our Women of the Moose Chapters.  They are not 
successful if the co-workers are not getting along and are not showing respect for one another. 
 
Recently, I was watching a show on television and saw a public service announcement regarding 
how to treat people with respect.  Since when do we have to have TV commercials to tell us how 
to behave?  Apparently, lack of respect and bullying has become such a problem that we now 
have TV commercials to teach us how or at least directs us to websites so we can learn. 
 
How about visiting a site called becauseitmatters.net.  This site is full of valuable information on 
Respecting Others, Thinking Positively, Speaking Kindly, Making a Difference, Saying Thank 
you and Listening among other things.  I thought we learned these things in kindergarten! 
 
Did you know at the end of each month, Moose International sends an email to former members 
whose dues are 60 days in arrears as a reminder to pay their dues?  In the email, the former 
member is asked to provide a reason why they have chosen not to renew their dues if that is their 
choice.  You would be very surprised at the responses. 
 
It appears lately that the conduct of society and some of our Co-workers and Brothers is juvenile 
and borders on bullying.  At the core of respecting others is the golden rule –do unto others, as 
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you would have them do unto you.  From the comments we have received from members who 
will not renew their dues, I doubt you would want to be treated as they have been. 
 
The objectives of the Women of the Moose are to bring women together in a closer fraternal 
relationship to assist in charitable activities of the Moose fraternity, with special attention to 
Mooseheart and Moosehaven and to emulate and advance the virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity 
and to carry Mooseheart standards into our homes and communities through community service.  
We should be focusing all of our energy in this direction instead of pettiness. 
 
In 1995, I attended my first International Conference in Orlando, Florida.  I remember a young 
student who told us his story at one of the Women of the Moose Sessions – it has stayed with me 
since that day, because I learned of the tragic circumstances that brought him to Mooseheart, and 
remembering how calm and strong he was as he shared his story.  He was a proud young man 
who was very happy living in his new home at Mooseheart where he had many friends.  Did you 
ever compare your life growing up to those of our children who have lived at Mooseheart over 
the years?  At every International Conference we hear the stories of a few Mooseheart students 
who talk about their life prior to coming to Mooseheart, and then to hear the great news of how 
their lives have turned around since becoming a member of our large Moose family.  This, co-
workers, exemplifies the meaning of our existence.  It is not always flesh and blood that makes 
us family – it is a matter of the heart.   
 
In 1998 and 2000, I traveled to the International Conferences in Toronto, Canada and Chicago, 
two exciting trips where I received my College of Regents and Star Recorder Degrees.  There I 
joined a close-knit group of co-workers that I met when we received our Green Caps together 
back in 1996.  We have remained close ever since that time.  We share a special bond like no 
other – almost like sisters.  I hope that every one of you will some day be able to experience and 
share that same kind of excitement.  Achieving success isn't always easy – facing challenges and 
obstacles as a team is a good starting point.  Achievements will follow.   Always remember -- 
SUCCESS is a journey – not a destination.  NO ONE achieves success by herself.  Working 
together to achieve our goals – now that's what we are all about and it starts with respect and 
treating others as we would like to be treated!! 
 
Friendships are formed in this organization that will last a lifetime and after visiting the 
Conferences, you can now put a face with the name, as you get to see the staff from International 
Headquarters for the very first time.  In addition to the normal workload that is completed on a 
daily basis by the staff, they work very hard to prepare for this one select week of the year -- it is 
ALL for YOU. 
 
I hope that you will all try a little harder in your chapters and think of those who are less 
fortunate that depend on our support each and every day.  Jim Stovall once said, “You need to be 
aware of what others are doing, applaud their efforts, acknowledge their successes, and 
encourage them in their pursuits.  When we all help one another, everybody wins.”  Co-workers, 
let's do our very best to always look for the blue sky through the clouds, and then we will surely 
be able to fulfill the dreams of the children and seniors who are counting on us. 
 
God bless Mooseheart and Moosehaven, and the Women of the Moose!!!! 
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In closing, I can't believe that my time on the Grand Council is almost over.  I've had such a 
wonderful time, and have to mention the close friendships that have been formed with all of the 
Grand Council Members, Academy of Friendship, Star Recorder and College of Regents Boards.  
THANKS to the Grand Regents who have become very special to me – Wilma and Libby.  To 
the International Executives, thank you for your trust and your inspiration to do the right thing.  I 
have learned so much and I promise to proudly continue serving our fraternity. I will forever 
cherish these fondest of memories. 
 
To the co-workers in the great state of Virginia and especially Front Royal, Herndon and 
Fredericksburg Chapters – thank you for your continued friendship.  You are and have always 
been there to offer your support.  I love you all. 
 
Co-workers, always remember:  The happiest of people don't necessarily have the best of 
everything; they just make the most of everything they have!!  God bless you always!!  Thank 
you!! 
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