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You Too Can Stand Alone 

 
 
Memories last us a long time, some of them are good and some of them are something we 
would rather not think about but they are still there.  I have memories of my lodge and 
chapter from way back when I first joined and we were probably one of the largest in 
membership, assets and doers of community service.  We always had something going on 
at the lodge, but that was a long time ago and those were good memories. 
 
The members of our lodge started getting older, and I do mean older, they started not 
being able to work around the lodge and those who were doing the work started to burn 
out and started saying, “I have done my time.”  Others were hesitant to step forward to 
continue the work that needed to be done to raise funds.  We were getting members but 
they were there for the social time and not fraternal reasons.  The assets of the lodge 
starting going down and they started to cut back on what they were doing for the local 
community and for the membership.  Our members started to move out of the 
neighborhood and transferring their membership to a lodge closer to home.   
 
While the Loyal Order of Moose were struggling so were the women as far as 
membership goes but we still had assets from our projects and what we had saved up in 
the past years.  Yes, we did help the men with money when they needed it and worked 
doing whatever we could do until we were supporting them.  Then we got to thinking, the 
way the lodge is going at present and if they don’t change and start doing better we may 
not have a lodge they may have to close or merge with another lodge.   
 
They were acting like a bump on the log and doing nothing except enjoying the social 
quarters.  Our Chapter had a little money to operate on if we had to for a while and we 
decided to hold onto it in case we needed to save our chapter or in case something 
happened to us then we could help Moose Charities. 
 
For about five years the co-workers worked to keep things going but things were not 
looking good for the men.  The big bad wolf just kept huffing and puffing until he blew 
away members, then he huffed and puffed until assets were gone.  Then low and behold 
one day the lodge property had a sign that said “For Sale” on it.   
 
Well shut my mouth I thought our Chapter still had a little more time but we did not.  It 
was no use in getting our feathers ruffled because we got caught with our pants down we 
had decisions to make. 
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The co-workers of the chapter had been talking already about what were we going to do?  
We brought it up at a chapter meeting and we did not want to lose our chapter because 
some of us had been members for 40 years and it would be like losing part of our family.  
Also, we just didn’t feel comfortable merging with another chapter.  We discussed our 
concerns.  Where will we have our meetings?  Would we be able to get members?  
Would we be able to get officers and chairmen to fill the positions we need to fill?  
Would we have members come to our meetings?  What are we going to do with our 
paraphernalia, computer and office supplies and all of that paper work we have to keep 
for years and years and years? 
 
We remembered the commitment, to support Mooseheart and Moosehaven, we had made 
when we became members and knew we could not let our children and seniors down.  
Like the little engine that said he could and being the smart ladies we are, we found a 
facility to store everything that we did not have to have to operate the chapter, the 
recorder keeps the computer and other items she needs at her house.  The paraphernalia is 
being kept by the Senior Regent so she has it at the meetings and luck was with us when 
we found a restaurant that would let us use the back room and all we had to do was eat 
there before the meetings.  Of course then we had to notify Women of the Moose 
Headquarters of our decision be a stand-alone chapter, where we would be meeting and 
get approval to do this. 
 
It has not been easy for us the past almost three years.  We lost members to the different 
chapters because they wanted to be where their husband’s membership was.  Some 
transferred to be closer to home.  Guess what?  After a while we started to see some 
members who had not been to a meeting in a long time and they were a sight for sore 
eyes.  They too remembered the commitment they made and decided it was time to renew 
that commitment. 
 
Each meeting we have to reset the room but with the new meeting agenda, it is not a 
problem.  We do not have to have those big stations like we use to have.  We are getting 
our officers positions filled because our chapter had not qualified for the Award of 
Achievement for several years and the co-workers who had served before are willing to 
take the positions again.  We are having an increase in members at our meetings more 
than when we had a lodge and we think this is because there is no bickering between the 
men and women and our meetings are quite peaceful, positive and fun.  We have 
fellowship before the meeting.   
 
With the changes that have been made by Women of the Moose in the General Laws we 
can still sign up new members because they do not need an affiliation and we can still 
have fund raising projects and involve the public with a dispensation from the General 
Governor.  The changes in the chapter development committees have helped the Senior 
Regent be able to fill positions.  Degree holders can fill the positions of 
Membership/Retention, Family Involvement and Moose Charities.  Qualified Collegians 
can now hold Chaplain, Secretary/Treasurer or Recorder.  Since most of us hold a degree 
we can now do something to assist.   
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Looking around at our membership it was noted that most of our members are co-workers 
that do not have a husband.  Most of us have lost our husbands to death.  So we are the 
single women of the moose.  So our meetings serve a purpose of letting the members get 
together to share time with each other and make plans to do things that will benefit 
Mooseheart and Moosehaven. 
 
Life has not been all fine and dandy.  We have had a few problems such as getting 
telephone calls to come and check out the storage area, it was broken into.  Who wants a 
bunch of paperwork?  It just got scattered around and had to be picked up.  Was anything 
missing?  Who knows!  With so many years of paperwork on file it all looked as if it 
were there.  After two times we felt it was time to move our paperwork.  Guess who got 
it?  ME!!  It would have filled my entire garage!  So, we made the decision to scan and 
archive almost 60 years of records into CDs.  What a savings – it now all fits into one 
small box. 
 
The restaurant we were meeting at decided that they were not making enough money 
from the few co-workers who ate there before the meeting.  They wanted us to pay an 
excessive amount each meeting for the use the back room.  Well, that took the cake.  We 
said, “bless their heart,” and discussed what we were going to do and one of the co-
workers said we could meet at her house since she had plenty of room and her husband 
had recently passed away.  So we notified Women of the Moose Headquarters of the 
change of meeting locations.  We get together before the meetings for socializing and 
have refreshments after the meetings.  We have the members coming out to meet with us.  
We don’t have a lot of co-workers there but we have more than some of the chapters have 
at their meetings.  We set up the area we meet in and even though we might be in a small 
area we still go through the meetings per the meeting agenda and the room is set up 
properly. 
 
As you can see, we have had our problems, but we have worked together to settle our 
differences to keep our Chapter together.  Anything is possible if you try hard enough and 
work together.  Last year our Chapter had an increase in membership and qualified for 
the Award of Achievement for the first time in several years.  We are having projects.  
We donate volunteer hours to a local agency that helps the needy.  For the first time in 
about six years, our Senior Regent made her honors.  We were so proud!  We regularly 
donate to Mooseheart and Moosehaven.  We host a luncheon at an elegant restaurant at 
Christmastime to show our appreciation for our co-workers and spend some quality time 
together.  Our co-workers are committed to keeping our Chapter together and 
representing our Chapter at Conferences.  We miss our Lodge home, the fun we shared 
and the events we planned there, but we are still a mighty Chapter on our own because 
our co-workers made a commitment to be one.   
 
Hopefully, you never have to decide if you want to keep your chapter going by itself 
because you are losing the lodge but co-workers YOU TOO CAN STAND ALONE IF 
YOU HAVE TO – all you have to do is think outside the box. 

Page 3 of 4 Downloaded from www.MooseIntl.org Posted on site:07/12/2011



 
As my term of office comes to an end I would like to thank the International Officers for 
having confidence and giving me the opportunity to serve on the Grand Council.  This 
was more than I had ever expected and I appreciate the experience it has given me.  To 
our Grand Regents, Wilma and Libby, you were wonderful to work with and I appreciate 
the opportunity to have worked with you.  To the International Board and Grand Council 
members that I have worked with, I thank you for your friendship and know the 
friendship will continue.  To my state of Georgia and to my Chapters of East Point and 
Mableton you have never told me no when I have asked anything of you, you are the 
greatest and I thank you.   
 
To each and every one of you, I love you because we work for the same causes, 
Mooseheart and Moosehaven and you are one of my families.  To you, I give you these 
wishes… 

 
Music– May You Always 
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