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Commitment 

 
What is the meaning of the word commitment?  The dictionary says it’s a promise, a 
pledge, a vow, an obligation, dedication, duty and responsibility. 
 
Do most people keep their commitments? 
 
One day I overheard a young woman talking about her wedding.  She said she really 
wanted a big wedding for her first marriage.  What???  She was already sure that her first 
marriage would not be her last.  Is it that easy to make a vow and then break it and even 
plan on breaking it?  Amazing what our society has become. 
 
When I joined the Women of the Moose, I probably did not understand what kind of 
commitment I was making.  I became a chairman and did not even then understand what 
a commitment I had made.  But then…I visited Mooseheart…. And then I knew what my 
commitment was.  It was a promise to these children to ensure their care and safety until 
they are ready to leave to serve and it became an obligation to these kids that we support.  
The obligation of membership that I had taken years before now had the meaning of 
giving of my time and substance to give to support Mooseheart and Moosehaven. 
 
You have all made the same obligation of membership but do you really understand what 
you have committed yourselves to?  If not, it’s time you did.   
 
(PowerPoint)  Look at these faces.  Some of these children would not survive without us.   
 
To quote former Mooseheart student Krystal Ellsworth, Class of 2009: 
 
My life wouldn’t have been the same if I didn’t come to this place.  Mooseheart became a 
place of refuge for me and I do know that I wouldn’t be the accomplished student I am 
now if I didn’t come.  My childhood was full of struggle both in and out of school.  When 
I learned that I could come to this place, I was excited but hesitant.  Now, after seven 
years, I don’t regret my choice.  Finances prevented me from being able to participate in 
extracurricular activities, but Mooseheart was able to provide me the opportunity to play 
sports, participate in 4-h and excel in school in ways I never thought possible.  Kids can 
come here and not be afraid.  Kids can come here and know that they can still get an 
education even if their parent’s didn’t.  There’s a lot of kids that come to Mooseheart 
who went through family issues, but because of the close-knit atmosphere of the small 
campus and the homes, unity and a sense of belonging is restored in the child’s heart.  
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The child will know, through Mooseheart, there is still hope in the future, no matter how 
bleak the present.   
 
These kids are your responsibility, the same as if they were born in your home, if you 
were their parents.  Maybe you didn’t understand that when you joined.  Maybe it wasn’t 
explained to you that you were becoming parents of the children at Mooseheart and that it 
was up to you and me to see that they were taken care of.   
 
You are not being asked to pay for all their food and clothes and housing and education 
as an individual.  What would that cost?  Would it be $1,000 per month per child?  I 
don’t think any of us could afford that, but, a burden heavy to one, is borne lightly by 
many.  We are the many and the burden is ours.  Would you see any of these children put 
out of Mooseheart because we didn’t have the money to take care of them?  Which one 
would you deny the right of health, happiness and the opportunity to fill his or her chosen 
place in the world?  Could you pick one?  I certainly couldn’t. 
 
But for a nickel in the morning and a nickel at night for a total of ten cents per day, or 
$36.50 a year, you can keep all of them in this safe place.  And then we can offer and 
extend that care to many more children out there in this cold, scary world.  The need now 
is greater than when our founder, James J. Davis came up with the concept of 
Mooseheart.  $36.50 a year is not even the cost of one lunch each day per month, or the 
cost of two dinners on a night out, or the cost of a couple of movies, with a bucket of 
buttered popcorn at the theater.  You took on this obligation; can you now live up to it? 
 
Somebody once said to me, “Why do you give?”  After thinking about it for a moment or 
two I came up with several important reasons.   
 
Our children at Mooseheart deserve a decent life. Living the way they did before coming 
to us was not acceptable. 
 
And the easiest is because I can. 
 
And finally, because I feel better when I do. 
 
Mooseheart’s and Moosehaven’s needs are obvious – day-to-day expenses that need to be 
met; food, clothing, a roof over their heads, health care, transportation, repairs to the 
homes and school, family teachers and school teachers. 
 
When and if I get stressed about giving, and sometimes I do, then I need to remember:   
 
I am as blessed as everyone in this room.  By god’s grace we live in a part of the world 
where we have plentiful resources to build homes, grow more food than we can consume 
and we can obtain all of the drinkable water we want with the turn of a knob. 
 
I also need to remember, and I encourage you to remember, is a saying to live by, “live 
simply so others may simply live.” 
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When you give here it does make a difference and it makes a difference in the lives of our 
children and seniors.  Give from your heart and your heart will grow bigger. 
 
Please visit the Moose Charities booth in the display area and if you can’t give today, do 
it when you get home.  After all you made the commitment, you took the obligation and 
it must mean something to you, you are here. 
 
As my two years on the grand council comes to an end, I would like the thank the 
executive office for having the faith and confidence in me to serve in this capacity.  It has 
been an exciting two years and I have enjoyed it more than I could ever express.  You all 
go out of your way to make this exciting time in my life easier. 
 
Thanks to the Grand Regents I have served with, Wilma and Libby, for your guidance, 
wisdom, and most of all your friendship. 
 
To the International Boards, your friendships and laughter will ring in my heart and ears 
forever. 
 
To the members of the Grand Council, what a ride we have had and what a bond we have 
formed over the past two years.  I thank you for your friendships and your love and 
caring.  I know our relationships will outlast our time. 
 
To the co-workers of the great state of Ohio, what can I say?  You have always had faith 
in me and you have always supported me in almost everything I have ever done.  Your 
love and support have lifted me up to more than I could ever be and made this all 
possible.  This was your appointment as well as mine and I hope I have made you proud.  
Thanks are not enough to say to all of you. 
 
To the co-workers of Ravenna Chapter, you are the greatest.  Thank you for all you have 
done for me. 
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