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What’s In It For Me? 

 
 
Is that the first question you hear most often when asking your friends to join your chapter?  It’s 
a fair question, we all value our time and money and if you are asking to give of both we should 
be able to show a benefit. 
 
Our own experiences are our best source of information, so I would like to share just a few 
benefits that I have reaped from my membership. 
 
Like most, I knew nothing of the Moose Lodge located 3 blocks from my front door.  I passed it 
everyday but did I give much thought to what the building was?  None of my friends or 
coworkers had ever mentioned it.   I would occasionally see people playing horseshoes or a 
packed parking lot, but nothing ever peaked my curiosity, nothing to really draw me in.    
 
When my husband was asked to join, I asked what benefit is there for our family?  We were told 
of the lodge and chapter activities and the benefits Mooseheart and Moosehaven provided if ever 
in need.   The lodge and chapter activities sounded fun, as we have two children.  The noble 
work to support a school and senior community was above and beyond, very admirable.  I started 
to see a benefit and what could be in it for us, so we joined. 
 
Being so close to home I started attending meetings to learn what the Chapter was doing and 
more about the activities.  I was invited to help in the kitchen, donate for a funeral, and later that 
spring, chair a committee all to benefit the children and seniors.  I was told of personal 
milestones, degrees I could achieve.  I started getting to know the ladies, most of whom I had 
never met, even though we lived only a few blocks apart.  But what was in it for me?  I certainly 
didn’t need more work to do!  I starting making new friends.   
 
During one of my volunteer moments in the kitchen, I met Shirley.  Between scrubbing pans and 
loading the dishwasher, Shirley learned I had a teenage daughter and wondered if I had ever 
considered hosting foreign exchange students or sending my daughter abroad.  Send my mood 
swinging, eye -rolling, need gas money teenager away for a year?!  That sounds too tempting to 
not consider.  Well, though my daughter qualified I couldn’t convince her to go.  However 
within two years we were host parents and Cheri and Jeremy had a new sister, Anita.   Darrell 
and I are glad we gave our kids the exposure of the world without leaving the comfort of their 
home. As our children grew, we had wonderful cultural experiences by hosting 6 students, and a 
teacher.  We proudly say, “We have kids around the world that call us mom and dad,” and we 
proudly boast the addition of 2 recent grandkids.  My husband can also brag he can order a beer 
in 4 languages.  I doubt my family would have had such a rewarding experience had we not 
joined the moose.  Another “what’s in it for me”! 
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In 1998 my job changed and now required I travel.  After a time or two of sitting in a lonely 
hotel room, I decided I should use my membership as a key to open the moose door and find 
local lodges to visit.  I now took a chance to step away from work for the evening, meet people 
and be in comfortable, relaxed, and safe surroundings.   On one such outing, I was to be in 
Washington, DC for a week, so I absolutely wanted to find a lodge.  Not seeing one close enough 
to take a cab, I planned to ask Co-workers at the upcoming International bowling tournament 
about lodges in the area.   
 
By the way, bowling was another newly acquired skill I have yet to master, although I no longer 
embarrass myself.  A physical benefit for me, maybe not necessarily an asset to my team, but I 
did help their handicap.   
 
That’s where I met Nellie!  An energetic red head a few of you may know.   Nellie gave me the 
name and number of a Past Deputy Grand Regent in the DC area that could maybe help.  When I 
arrived in DC, if I remember correctly, before I even called home, I called the number, 
introduced myself to their answering machine and asked if they might have time for me.  I would 
love to meet them and visit their lodge.   
 
A few days into my stay, the phone rang, and on the other end was the sweet friendly voice of 
Louise inviting me to join her and her husband Bob for dinner and to visit their lodge.  I caught 
the metro and met the warm and wonderful Bob and Louise.  Bob, being born and raised in the 
Maryland area, took us to his favorite restaurant where he then educated me on crab cakes.  I 
absolutely agree fried is better than baked!  But I wouldn’t turn either away!  After dinner we 
visited their beautiful, large lodge.  Bob was the Administrator and had a few minor issues to 
deal with so Louise showed me around.  We had a wonderful visit, met a few of the members 
present and gentleman Bob insisted they drive me back to my hotel.   
 
I treasure my friendship with Bob and Louise.  We have added Nellie and her Bob too, after a 
lunch outing in Chicago.  Again, the skills learned from being moose members served us well in 
a busy restaurant.   We wrote up our own order for the waiter, got our own beer, figured out our 
bill with tip and tax, bussed our own table and made it back in time for the next meeting, with 
time to spare!  Trust me there was a moment when one of us considered “going in” to help cook!  
Skills learned compliments of the moose! 
 
I have made memories, built friendships and acquired skills all compliments of the moose.  I 
make a mean burger and tasty tacos.  I can even cater a function for 200.  I have expanded my 
horizons and my dress size.  I have seen men and women yell at each other for the passions of 
their opinions and beliefs, then later make sure the other gets home safely after a few too many.  
I have learned to bite my tongue to almost bleeding when talking with our Brothers, my husband 
included.  I can now walk a straight line in heels, in unison and without music.  I know the 
Canadian anthem with out looking at the words and I know the words to the Star Spangled 
Banner better than Christina Aguilera.  I can bend down while keeping my back straight and not 
loose my cap, and turn my head without whipping myself in the eye with my tassel.  I still 
haven’t mastered the hat hair but I know it is possible because some of your styles look as 
beautiful after as they do before you put your cap on.   
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I have learned terms such as paraphernalia, and how to spell it.  That one never came up in 
conversation before I joined the moose.  I have learned children’s love is resilient and shared as 
two boys in band lovingly pestered each other while waiting for graduation to begin.  Girls hug 
each other for no reason other than wanting a hug and deciding to give one.  I have seen children 
run to greet us, and with the manners of nobility invite us, thank us, and welcome us.  I have seen 
peace and relaxation in the faces of seniors, a self worth and respect that elsewhere might 
otherwise be lost. 
 
All these things have benefited me, made me better, and can only continue to improve me.  And 
that’s my answer to “what’s in it for me?”  
 
I have said this before and say it as proudly as I brag of my children.  I have friends from Austin, 
Minnesota to Austin, Texas, Portland, Maine to Portland, Oregon, and everywhere in between.   
So when you are asked, “What’s in it for me?” share one of your favorite memories, new skills 
or point out all your new friends.  I do! 
I am still reaping the rewards.  I have learned to maneuver stuff, especially liquids on and off a 
bus without spilling or dropping or missing a beat.  I can talk to myself as I go through my task 
list without looking like I’ve lost my mind.   
 
As I stand here shaking from the opportunity given to me as a member of the College of Regents 
Board these past two years, and speak with a voice that becomes more difficult to keep clear, I 
conclude and thank you for inspiring, encouraging, believing, supporting and helping me be a 
better person.   
 
I thank the International Boards and Grand Council for your wisdom, knowledge and willingness 
to share.   
 
I thank Grand Regents Wilma and Libby for some wonderful memories and lifelong friendships.  
Many thanks to the International Executives for their faith and confidence in me to serve in this 
capacity.  To the co-workers of Minnesota, I couldn’t have done this without you.  And, to my 
friends and co-workers from South St. Paul Chapter, I truly appreciate all your love and support.  
Most importantly, to my family, I love you and thank you for your patience and understanding as 
we share our time together with the Moose Fraternity.   
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