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Just A Little Respect 

 

Throughout my lifetime, I have seen a diversification in the ways we communicate.  Yes, we still 
use the same forms of communication, like talking, reading, writing, and listening.  Most of us 
baby boomers prefer to pick up the phone to talk or have face-to-face conversations.  However, 
the Gen Y generation defines “talking” or “face to face” communication as texting via cell 
phone, even if they are in the same room with the person they are texting!   
 
Yes, we still have the old stand-bys:  books, newspapers, magazines, telephone, radio, and 
television.  However, in the last twenty years we have seen the addition of computers, cell 
phones, Internet, i-Pods, and i-Pads to communicate.  Just ten years ago, most adults didn’t even 
carry a cell phone; now our pre-teen grandchildren carry cell phones and will send a text 
message before dialing a phone number and actually having a conversation. 
 
Can you remember when mom stood at the back doorway, called our names and we knew it was 
time to go home?  At playtime, we walked down the block to where our friend lived and asked 
them to come out and play.  The telephone was never used to call friends.  Since my parents had 
a four-party line, the telephone use was limited.  We used it only for emergencies, making 
appointments, and my mom talking with grandma once a week. 
 
As one of six children, each of us heard plenty of verbal communication from my parents.  Like; 
wash your hands, go outside and play, don’t talk with food in your mouth, and use your manners.  
The most difficult one for me was - keep your opinions to yourself.  With six children there were 
arguments and disagreements.   
I’ve had to adjust my communication style throughout my adult life.  This includes showing 
respect for the manner in which others communicate.  For example, in the business world, one of 
my responsibilities entails composing and typing quotation letters to customers; a task that can 
be very boring and redundant, however my attitude changed dramatically when our company 
purchased its first computer.  I discovered quotation letters no longer had to be written and typed 
again and again because of several functions called copy, paste, and of course, save.  Letters now 
are done in a matter of minutes rather than hours. 
 
Over the years, communication with customers has evolved from mail to faxes and e-mails.  We 
changed with the times and continually update so the business will continue to flourish.  
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Respecting the needs of our customers and vendors is vital for growth and financial success.  
This is also true of our Moose Programs. 
 
Many of my grandchildren use Facebook, e-mail, and texting with cell phones as their means of 
communication.  The first time my oldest granddaughter tried to “IM” that’s instant message me, 
I called her cell phone and said I read her IM, but was not able to respond because I didn’t know 
how.  She taught me the basics so we can IM back and forth; however I have not figured out 
what keys to use for making hearts and smiles.  Although she is attending college three hours 
from my home, Facebook has provided us the opportunity of communicating with ease and at no 
cost to her.  
 
They call all of this electronic communication “Social Networking” but what is social about it?  
You could really just sit in your house and become BFF’s with people you don’t even know.  
Sounds boring and scary to me, as you never get to see the expressions on their face or the 
sparkle in their eyes.  Networking, yes, social, no. 
 
The younger generations have lost the art of true communication from “friend to friend” and 
developing those friendships for life.  As I stated earlier, when I wanted to play with one of my 
friends, I walked down the street to knock on the door to find out if they wanted to play.  That’s 
because I truly cared if my “friend” was okay and wanted to socialize with me one on one – 
person to person not through electronic means. 
 
Our lives today have changed – why?  Could it be because we don’t have that personal 
interaction with people and they have just become a “voice” on the other end of our electronic 
device?  Do our seniors feel lost or lonely because they don’t want to take the time to learn or are 
afraid to learn “social networking” and lack communication from their very busy family 
members?   
 
The Women of the Moose provides an opportunity for members to gather at least twice per 
month for fun, fellowship, camaraderie and socializing.  Why not make the best of this 
opportunity to truly communicate with your members and show them your love and compassion.  
This is how you can enrich the lives of others and become the very best BFF’s.   
 
Open your mind to change and learn how to use electronic communication.  The computer and 
Internet are the future and will open doors without you ever having to leave home.  With endless 
information at your fingertips don’t forget that personal socialization is the best way to make 
lasting friendships.  
 
Remember, a friend is someone who knows the song in your heart and can sing it back to you 
when you have forgotten the words. 
 
I respect each of you in appreciation for your time, effort, and commitment to the Moose 
fraternity and the Women of the Moose. 
 
This year serving as Dean of Academy of Friendship has been a humbling experience, as well as 
an honor and a privilege.  To many of my BFF’s, my thanks to the International Executives for 
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your trust and confidence, you will always have my love, support and respect.  To the 
International Boards and Grand Council, the friendships we have made through personal one on 
one contact and face-to-face interaction will be treasured forever.  To all my friends in 
Wisconsin and my chapter, West Bend, there are no words to convey my appreciation for your 
support, love, and inspiration; you were there whenever asked and I respect each of you. 
 
God bless Mooseheart and Moosehaven and may the Lord bless and keep you in the palm of His 
hand, till we meet again. 
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