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As a native “Tennessee Girl” one of my favorite people is Dolly Parton, whom I 

have come to admire.  When you get past the glam and the glitter, you will find a 

smart, accomplished, business-woman and entertainer.   

 

How well do you know my girl Dolly? 

 

She’s worth a quarter-billion dollars and has a show-biz empire, but country 

music’s leading lady owes her big time success to her small town values.  Dolly 

says, “All that I am comes from those mountains where I was born and raised.”  

When Dolly closes her eyes, she can see the mist on the peaks, the bluebirds on the 

fencepost, and the meadows filled with purple ironweed and wild daisies.  Not that 

life in the Smokey Mountains was easy by today’s standards.  She was the fourth 

of twelve children of a share-cropper and his wife.  Dolly says, “It was so cold the 
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day I came into the world that when the kitchen in our one-room cabin was 

mopped, the water left a film of ice on the floor.  The doctor rode up on a horse, 

and I like to think God guided his steps along the snowy mountain ridge leading to 

our cabin.” 

 

Dolly’s father planted beans, corn, potatoes, and turnips.  He hunted so they could 

have meat such as bear, turtle, rabbit, squirrel and groundhog.  Dolly would go 

fishing and froggin’ and ate whatever she could catch.  They raised chickens that 

peered up through the cracks in the floor for bits of bread and crackers.  Dolly 

picked berries from the bushes and fruit from the trees, then helped her Mama can 

everything and put-it-up for winter.  The only things they had to buy from the 

General Store were coffee and sugar.  Her whole family would work for days to 

clear trees and move rocks just to scratch out enough land to plant one more row of 

crop. 

 

Her father always told everyone Dolly sang before she started talking.  Dolly could 

latch into anything that had a rhythm or tune and make a song to go with it.  Dolly 

has written more than 3,000 songs.   

 

But, life in the Smokey Mountains wasn’t always blissful.  Many scary things like 

bobcats and panthers let out blood-curdling screams in the middle of the night.   

 

Oh, the mountains looked so stunning in the winter.  Snow had a way of making 

their cabin beautiful.  With the fresh snow Dolly would bring in, she would mix 

with it vanilla, milk and sugar to make snow cream.  Dolly would bring in a bird’s 
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nest, string popcorn and she and her mother would bake gingerbread men – all to 

go on their Christmas tree.   

 

Dolly says, “If the worst happens and I lose everything, I can always go home to 

the mountains, plant a vegetable garden, maybe raise a few chickens to make 

chicken and dumplings.”   

 

Now, why do I tell you about Dolly Parton?  Because of her simple values that 

have made her the person and the success that she is today.  The Women of the 

Moose are emphasizing their roots, uncomplicating our Chapters and focusing on 

our mission of providing for our children and our seniors.  Period.  Our Chapters 

are to focus on providing the necessary funds to take care of our children at 

Mooseheart and our seniors at Moosehaven.  That is why we exist.  We took an 

oath to support them with our energy and strength and that is what we intend to do. 

 

By focusing on our mission instead of all of our other problems, our Chapters will 

become stronger and healthier. 

 

The Great Smokey Mountains have inspired Dolly and her music since she was a 

girl.  In honor of the Great Smokey Mountains National Park’s 75th Anniversary 

and being their ambassador, Dolly wrote an album called, Sha-Kon-O-Hey.  All 

proceeds go to the preservation of the park.  Her involvement doesn’t end there.  

Dollywood is the home of the American Eagle Foundation and the American 

Chestnut Foundation, which has inspired Dolly to create a series of children’s CDs.  

Dolly says, “In my older years I’m going to go into that world of children.  That’s 
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the way to keep yourself young, be child like, not childish.”  I’d like to think that 

by remaining active in the Women of the Moose, I will stay young at heart, and not 

be selfish. 

 

While serving on the Grand Council, hard work, and faith has given me a 

competitive edge.  We had to make some tough decisions for the betterment of our 

fraternity, be strong, and create other avenues for the Women of the Moose to 

grow.  I feel somewhat like Dolly does, you grow with change.  As one of Dolly’s 

old sayings goes, “If you want to see the rainbow, you gotta put up with the rain.”   

 

My sincere thanks to the Women of the Moose Executives for this marvelous 

appointment of service on the Grand Council.  This has been such a learning 

experience for one to cherish and be so thankful for.  The many co-workers you 

meet and serve with are so valuable in life.   

 

Each day I live, I try very hard to learn the importance of friends.  Friends get one 

through rough times and good times.  When I joined the Women of the Moose in 

December 1975, did I ever think I would be as active as I have been?  After 

learning about Mooseheart and Moosehaven, I wanted to work and take part in 

helping others.  Humane means to be marked by compassion, sympathy, or 

consideration for others.  I thank the Women of the Moose for teaching me so 

many lessons about being humane. 
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To the Past Grand Regents, Grand Councils and Boards whom I have served with, 

you are so very dear to my heart.  The International Staff has been a pleasure to 

work with, and my only hope is, “I was as kind to them as they were to me.” 

 

Just a second ago, I was talking about being humane.  Kingsport Chapter and the 

Chapters in Tennessee are humane and I thank each co-worker for compassion, 

sympathy and consideration.   

 

I love you! 
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