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John Capes 

The story of Moosehaven spans many generations of Moose and is inextricably interwoven 
with the history of Mooseheart, “The Child City.”   

Beginning in 1915, Mooseheart housed a few disabled Moose members who also served as 
employees assigned tasks appropriate to their physical and mental abilities.  However, by 
1916, Mooseheart Governors determined that it was impractical to house seniors and 
children on the same campus. 

Therefore, Director General James J. Davis told the 1918 Convention… 

Davis quote 1   “We must find a home in a warmer climate for the aged members and their 
spouses, because of severe weather conditions at Mooseheart, and the problems involved in 
disciplining children and adults on the same campus.”    

In describing this new mission of the fraternity, Davis further proposed… 

Davis quote “We should organize the residents so that they might help each other and help 
themselves, and provide from their own energy the major part of the cost of their keep.”   

During its first years, the cost to maintain each resident was approximately $94.00 per 
month. 
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Marion Hotel/Brandon Hall Moosehaven has grown from that first purchased building, a 
65-room hotel situated on 18 acres along the St. Johns River in Orange Park, FL to a 
magnificent 73-acre retirement community and from 54 residents and no employees to over 
250 residents with 130 employees and an annual operating budget that exceeds $15M.  

Campus pictures  

Today. Moosehaven consists of 5 congregate living halls, an assisted living facility, 
enhanced living facility, residential dementia program and skilled nursing.  There are onsite 
clinic, pharmacy and therapy departments that provide for resident’s medical needs.  A 
chaplain and social worker attend to needs of the spirit and mental health.  The New York 
and Michigan buildings provide social settings for exercise, competitive sports, dancing, 
banquets and other types of entertainment.   

Hula dancers  

While I can’t promise you there will be Hula girls every day, I can guarantee that there’s 
hardly ever a dull minute at Moosehaven. 

Activities pictures  

The campus activities program not only arranges on campus events but plans off campus 
excursions to such events as ball games, the zoo and, of course, Walmart.  And, as always 
the beautiful St. Johns River provides a scenic setting, and terrific fishing. 

John Capes 

Within the story of Moosehaven are the hundreds of other stories that each of our residents 
bring to the campus.  I’d like to share some of those stories with you today.  Please, as you 
watch and listen to these pre-recorded messages, remember these are not professionally 
recorded videos or prepared messages.  Instead, these were ad lib recordings by our resident 
videographer, Robert Burlingham.   

Let us begin with Gloria Peterson. 

Gloria Petersen video  

Isabella Meade  

Now, I’d like to introduce Isabella Meade.  Isabella is a vivacious redhead from Glasgow, 
Scotland.  She came to Moosehaven on August 29, 2003 and the campus has rocked ever 
since. 

Isabella Meade speaks  

I would like to thank our Executive Director, John Capes, for inviting me to speak with you 
today.  I arrived at Moosehaven in August 2003 and was moved into Vivian Borom Hall.  I 
have a lovely room and the service here is wonderful.  We have maid service and three 
square meals a day, including a large salad and soup bar.  We also have a cafeteria that 

Page 2 of 7 Downloaded from www.MooseIntl.org Posted on site:07/06/2010



offers good menus at reasonable prices.  We have a post office on campus and our mail is 
delivered to our rooms.  The post office offers package wrapping for shipping, as well as 
stamps. 

There are many areas on campus that offer a chance to socialize.  The Gift Shop on Main 
Street is filled with articles made by our residents, both men and women.  Items are 
reasonably priced and sold to staff, visitors and other residents.  The Country Store offers 
lots of snacks and goodies, greeting cards and great coffee as well as a place to sit and enjoy 
them.  The California/Nevada General Store offers new and gently used clothing for men 
and women as well as toiletry items.  We have two beauty shops that allow men and women 
to get their haircut, colored and permed and socialize while we’re at it. 

Our health needs are taken care of in many areas here at Moosehaven.  We have a Clinic on 
campus that schedules all our doctor visits, both on and off campus.   Dr. Towne, our 
Chiropractor, has on-campus appointments every Tuesday for those who need them.  We 
have a nurse on call at all times to address emergency needs.  Moosehaven has it’s own 
pharmacy that fills our prescriptions in a timely manner and we also have a Physical 
Therapy Department which does a wonderful job.   

There are many activities to participate in on campus.  The New York Exercise Building is 
where you can swim or join in on the pool exercise program, play darts, shuffleboard, pool 
or bowl in our private bowling alley.  The Michigan Building is the campus social quarters 
and offers a library, snack and beverage bar, offices for campus activities, Opportunity 
Lodge and Opportunity Chapter, the post office as well as the Computer Shop.  The 
Computer Shop is available to all residents who have computers that need repair.  The 
repairmen are also residents of Moosehaven.   There is a Computer Club that meets once a 
week to help educate residents on computer issues.  The Michigan Building is also where 
our dances and parties are held which are so enjoyed by all of the residents at Moosehaven.  
The newest addition to the Michigan Building is the Theater Room.  It has a big screen 
television and seating where we can enjoy weekly movies and popcorn scheduled by our 
Activities Director.   

There are many activities planned for our campus.  We have Bunko, Zoomba dancing, 
parties, shopping trips, trips out to local lodge events, trips to restaurants and of course lots 
of opportunities to play BINGO.   

Last but not least is our Chapel.  There are Catholic and Protestant services held there.  
Moosehaven has a lovely choir and the services are filmed by resident Bob Burlingham and 
played on Channel 3 so that everyone can enjoy the services. 

Moosehaven is a wonderful place to live.  We can stay as busy as we like or relax as much 
as we like.  Coming to Moosehaven is the best decision I made for my retirement and every 
day I am thankful for that decision.   
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I’d like to end with a little joke.  Sadie was cooking at the stove when Abie came home.  
Abie tells Sadie, “We have been married for 2 ½ years and still we have no children.  I 
think you should see a doctor.”  So Sadie visits the doctor and he tells her that she is 
Deficient in Passion and if she has a baby it would be a miracle.  When she comes home, 
Abie asks her what the doctor said.  She tells him the doctor said, “You have a fish in your 
passage and if I had a baby it would be a Mackerel.” 

Thank you. 

John Capes 

Now, I’d like to introduce Terry Winston 

Terry Winston video  

Julia Tucker  

Next, I’d like to introduce Julia Tucker.  Julia epitomizes charm and grace.  She came to 
Moosehaven on July 28, 1988.  As one of our longer-term residents, Julia has witnessed 
many changes at Moosehaven. 

Julia Tucker speaks  

I would like to thank you, the members of the fraternity, for making it possible for 
Moosehaven to exist and for me to be able to benefit from all it has to offer.  I would also 
like to thank our Executive Director, John Capes, for inviting me to speak to you today.   
My name is Julia Tucker and I am a 92 year-old resident of Moosehaven.  I have lived at 
Moosehaven for 22 years and am very happy and feel very blessed to live there.   

When I think of what it means to be a resident of Moosehaven, many things come to mind.  
I feel that the security residents feel living on campus plays a big role in having a life of 
contentment in a large community like Moosehaven.  The security staff members are 
always helpful and make their presence known by patrolling the campus at all hours.  I feel 
very protected whether I am in my home or out and about on campus.  The medical services 
offered at Moosehaven are excellent.  The Clinic staff, the nursing staff, and the Therapy 
Department are all very efficient and friendly people.  They are always willing to handle 
healthcare needs in a professional way and do so with sincere kindness for the residents.  
We have excellent healthcare offered by doctors on and off campus as well.   

The activity programs at Moosehaven are too numerous to list them all.  We have ceramics, 
bingo, pool exercise classes, ballroom dance classes, bingo, computer club, fishing, 
bowling, darts, movies, parties and more.  We have dances with wonderful entertainment 
where residents can show off their dancing moves.  For those residents who can’t get out to 
attend some of the events, we have Channel 3 that broadcasts video of the events.  Resident 
volunteer, Bob Burlingham, films all of the activity events to show on Channel 3. 
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My hobbies keep me busy as well.  I have always enjoyed knitting, crocheting and 
needlepoint.  My eyesight has not let me enjoy these activities in these last years but I have 
determined that I will not allow that to stop me.  I am now knitting by touch.  I think it is so 
important to keep busy doing something.  I also enjoy walking and try to do a little each 
day.      

I remember when I stepped out of the van that brought me to Moosehaven 22 years ago.  
Mr. Fleet met me at the van and welcomed me to Moosehaven.  From that moment on, I 
have been provided for and cared for.  I was a Moosehaven Tour Guide for 9 years and 25 
days exactly.  During my first 4 years at Moosehaven, while my husband was still alive, we 
attended many dances and parties and we visited many local Lodge and Chapter events.  
We were also invited to visit and be entertained by some of the Tennessee Chapters:  
Greenville Chapter, Johnson City Chapter, Elizabethton Chapter and the Kingsport Chapter.  
I made friendships at those Chapters during those visits all those years ago that still exist 
today.  Those ladies treated us very well and we had a wonderful time. 

When I think about how Moosehaven has changed in the 22 years that I have lived here, I 
think that the changes have been for the good.  The changes are for the good of those to 
come that we may never know, but they are for the good.  Without change, I think life 
would be very dull indeed.  I think it is truly wonderful to live at Moosehaven where I have 
the freedom to do what I want and where I am free from obligations.  I can honestly say that 
the happiest years in my life so far are these last 22 years at Moosehaven.  My only regret is 
that I did not come sooner! 

Thank you. 

John Capes 

Our final resident remarks come from Ruth and Lou Wingard. 

Ruth and Lou Wingard video 

John Capes 

As you listened to Julia and Isabella and the pre-recorded messages by Terry, Gloria and the 
Wingards; did you hear the common themes?   

1. “The campus is beautiful.” 

2. “The care is wonderful.” 

3. “There is so much to do.” And, most importantly… 

4. “I wish I had come sooner.” 

Sunrise  

Moosehaven truly is, in the words of one of our former residents, “another day in paradise.”    
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Its value is immeasurable and, more importantly, because of the Moose Retirement 
Program, it is a benefit available to each of you.    

John Capes 

So, let me take a moment to tell you about this really important benefit of Moose 
membership. 

There are two distinct options to the Moose Retirement Program? 

Moose Retirement Program (Brandon Place)  

One option is Brandon Place at Moosehaven.   

Brandon Place is open to all age and income qualified members of the fraternity provided 
you have been a member for at least six months.  These fully independent duplex homes 
and apartments offer all of the comforts of retirement living at Moosehaven.       

It is true…there is a one-time Entrance Fee based on the size and location of the home 
chosen.  It is also true that a resident will not own the home, as in a real estate transaction, 
but instead, will enter into a contractual agreement for lifetime health care, which is in 
essence a health insurance program.  This means that should you live past your expected 
lifetime and thus deplete your finances, either through health care costs or just by living so 
much longer, you will not be forced to leave Moosehaven. 

It is also true that a Brandon Place resident will pay a monthly fee based on the size of the 
selected home.  These Monthly Fees cover the costs of services and amenities that a 
resident receives at Brandon Place. For instance, these fees cover all home maintenance 
expenses and help defray the cost of the pool and lawn service, activities, transportation, 
campus and home security and the parties, dinners and special events held throughout the 
year.  

John Capes 

Now, I know that some of you will say, “That’s great but those entry and monthly fees are a 
little steep for me.”  For you, there is an alternative retirement option at Moosehaven. 

Moose Retirement Program (Traditional)  

The Moose Retirement Program also offers a Traditional Plan.   

Moosehaven Dedication  

Since 1922, senior members of the Loyal Order of Moose who met the established 
eligibility requirements including age and those related to physical and mental health and 
who had at least 15 years of continuous membership in the Loyal Order of Moose at the 
time of application for admission could come to Moosehaven.  Today that tradition 
continues, however, with several new features.   
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Moosehaven Retirement Account  

When admitted under the Traditional Plan, you will invest in a Moosehaven Retirement 
Account held in your name.  This account will be used to provide for your care and services 
at Moosehaven.  You will be provided quarterly statements showing how your account is 
being used to pay for your services and care.  The best part is, that regardless of how much 
or how little you have in your Moosehaven Retirement Account, you are promised 
residency and care as long as you comply with the rules governing Moosehaven.   

“Moosehaven or Bust”  

Now, there is one more piece of news about the Moose Retirement Program Traditional 
Plan.  Like the Brandon Place Plan, you can bring your car to Moosehaven.  It’s true.  Of 
course you have to sign an addendum to your admissions contract agreeing to abide by 
certain regulations regarding your car, but you can definitely bring it. 

Sandy and Ross pictures  

Anyone having further questions about the Moose Retirement Program should visit with 
Sandy Simmons or Ross Fleet at the Moosehaven table in the lobby. 

John Capes 

Obviously there are too many stories to share them all with you today, but before I go, I 
have some scenes from Moosehaven this past year to share with you.  Each one is a story 
unto itself.   

“For The Time of Your Life” Video  

John Capes 

It’s been great speaking to you today.  I thank you for your attention and for all you do. 

God bless Moosehaven. 
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