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At Mooseheart, time takes our children by the hand and gently guides 
them forward, marking life’s everyday transitions and once in a lifetime 
moments.  On a warm August evening the football team practiced their two-
minute offense on the field, and the volleyball team completed their 
conditioning workout on the track.  In the distance the clock tower bells of 
the Campanile announced the time as 6 pm – time for the volleyball practice 
to move back indoors and the football team to line up on the goal line for 
conditioning.  Under the rustle of leaves, another crisp late-October school 
day is about to begin.  Students assembly together, standing at attention for 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  The 7:56 am warning bell sounds, it is time to 
learn.  Music playing at full volume, the alarm clock announces its 6 am 
wake-up call, followed closely by the patter of footsteps down the stairs, the 
sun isn’t up yet, but the eyes are wide open taking in the fullness of an 
overstuffed Christmas tree.  It is time to celebrate and see who made the nice 
list and who made the other.  At promptly seven o’clock the sword detail 
snaps to attention, remembrance of those who serve our country, crowning 
of the king and queen, and plenty of dancing fill the time at Mooseheart’s 
Military Ball.  Nine o’clock on a bright spring morning, the processional is 
played, seniors march in two-by-two and onto a stage of honor.  Awards are 
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announced and diplomas are presented.  Cutting through the sound of your 
applause is the hand of time leading our seniors to a path of independence.  
Time was, is now and always will be for the hope of something greater in a 
child at Mooseheart. 

To make all of these moments in time at Mooseheart possible, it first 
took the effort of a committed member to share the hope of the Child City 
with a family in need.  Mostly, the responsibility falls on the shoulders of 
our Mooseheart Marketing Representatives.  These volunteers have the task 
of sharing about the potential Mooseheart offers, to school counselors, 
homeless shelter directors, grandparents raising grandchildren support 
groups, and county social workers. 

On Tuesday, June 29th, Mooseheart welcomed into its care Akemi 
Haddox.  This bright one-year old was sponsored by Williamsburg, Virginia 
Lodge No. 757 and was escorted to campus by the lodge governor, Russ 
Gibbons.  Russ would tell you that it took some sacrifice, but that it was 
worth it.  In its simplest form, a member saw the need of a struggling single 
mother in his community, made the contact with Mooseheart and cleared a 
path for this child to arrive into the care of Mooseheart.  The opportunity to 
learn and grow in the safety of the Child City is what children like Akemi 
need most.  This is no different than when our Class of 2010 seniors first 
came to Mooseheart, some as long as 13 years ago.  As our 24 seniors 
prepared to move on from Mooseheart, they left us with some final thoughts 
in their last written essays.  Here are two selections from those essays: 

Marlene Gomez wrote,” After my parents’ separation everything went 
downhill.  That was when I met my superhero.  While growing up the power 
of a superhero was endless!  I wanted to be like Wonder Woman and Zena.  
I wanted to fight off the bad guys and be happy in the end.  Mooseheart was 
able to do that for me.  I saw endless support.  I was able to play and feel 
safe, and although I was away from home, I was never really homesick.  
Mooseheart was able to take care of me, make me feel important and I knew 
everything would be okay.”  Marlene represented Mooseheart at the past two 
Youth International Congresses and will be majoring in Sports Science at 
Southern Illinois University. 

Skyler Kirby writes, “I first entered the gates of Mooseheart twelve 
years ago.  Our family had fallen in debt, rendering us homeless and on the 
street.  We managed to pull together and grabbed a chance at a homeless 
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shelter, which became my home for the following months until halfway 
through my kindergarten year.  The homeless shelter was depressing at 
times….constant fights and drugs.  I was only six and I was already being 
introduced to a world of pain.  My mother made the hardest decision of her 
life and admitted us to Mooseheart.  I cannot thank the Moose fraternity 
enough for their generosity to give me a chance at becoming something.  
The most important thing that Mooseheart has given me though, is a future.  
I can honestly say my life has changed.”  Skyler has joined the United States 
Marine Corps and will be traveling to Camp Pendleton in San Diego, 
California for boot camp on July 12th. 

Following forty years of a centralized food service, we have 
completed a full year of the Family Teachers and children handling the 
grocery shopping, meal preparation and cooking of meals in the home.  In 
addition to the financial savings this program change has brought about, our 
students are learning valuable nutrition, budgeting and cooking skills that 
will benefit them for a lifetime.  Cooking has also helped our children with 
their math skills.  After the last day of school, the Family Teachers in 
Tennessee Home decided to have a “make your own pizza party” for the 
boys.  The boys shopped for all the ingredients and prepared their own 
individual pizza.  As Anthony’s pizza was brought out of the oven and was 
being cut, the Family Teacher asked him if he wanted it cut in two pieces or 
four pieces.  Anthony replied, “I am not that hungry, so you better cut it into 
two pieces, I don’t think I could eat four!” We appreciate the Sparta Grand 
Rapids, Michigan Lodge and Chapter and the Michigan Moose Association 
for their donation of a semi-trailer full of nonperishable food items this past 
fall as well as the West Virginia Moose Associations gift of over $25,000 
toward the West Virginia Home’s food budget!  

Maintaining a nearly 100 year old, 1,000-acre campus with more than 
eighty structures is an annual balancing act. Unfortunately, there comes a 
time when a buildings useful life has expired and repair and renovation costs 
outweigh the potential future benefits.  Two structures on the Mooseheart 
campus are coming down this summer after providing children medical, 
dental and psychological care and years of swimming fun.  The “Old 
Philadelphia Hospital”, dedicated in 1919 along with the indoor swimming 
pool, dedicated in 1963 by the Moose Legion have served our children well 
through the decades and will be missed on our campus. 
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The Ohio Moose Association is bringing life back to Mooseheart’s 
football field, stadium, track and much of the indoor gymnasium facilities 
known affectionately as the Fieldhouse.  Both the Illinois and 
California/Nevada Moose Associations brought the connecting foyer a 
much-needed renovation in 2006.  This $3,000,000 project is the largest 
single investment in infrastructure since the House of God was completed in 
1950 at a cost of $2.1 million.  From new bleachers indoor and out, to a new 
roof, updated locker rooms, restrooms and an expanded parking lot, the 
entire Mooseheart community is grateful for such wonderful support and 
generous giving by the Ohio State Moose Association – Go Buckeyes! 

Creating quite a stir this summer on the Mooseheart campus was a 
pair of Bald Eagles.  Nesting next to a four-lane highway, the pair caused 
daily traffic jams as everyone with a camera had to stop and photograph the 
photogenic couple.  Adding to the mix were the fledglings that hatched 
earlier this spring. I thought the swans brought some excitement to the 
campus a few years ago, but our nation’s symbol outshined the six swans  - I 
mean five swans!  

Mooseheart has been approached by business, community and church 
leaders from the Fox Valley area to consider a maternity home concept on 
our campus for unwed teen mothers, who would other than their pregnancy, 
already meet the admission guidelines of our program.  This short-term 
placement option for unwed teen mothers includes partnerships with local 
hospitals, doctors, adoption agencies and other social service organizations 
to provide for the medical, emotional and long-term planning needs of these 
young ladies.  The length of stay in the program would be six weeks post 
delivery.  The full annual operational cost of $100,000 for the program 
would come from sources outside of the Moose fraternity.  The home will 
open once the first years cost is raised and donated to Moose Charities, it is 
anticipated that this will occur sometime during the fall of 2010. 

On August 13th, 14th and 15th Mooseheart will be hosting the second 
largest traveling circus in America, the Carson & Barnes Circus.  This is a 
fantastic opportunity for area families to come to Mooseheart and enjoy a 
fun and exciting show under the Big Top.  All proceeds go directly to the 
operating budget of Mooseheart and it is our hope that the relationship with 
the Carson & Barnes Circus will continue through our Centennial 
Celebration in 2013, including using the circus tent on Saturday, July 27, 
2013 during the reenactment of the dedication of Mooseheart.  A number of 
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associations have already donated tickets to Mooseheart and surrounding 
youth-focused nonprofits, so that children in need will be able to enjoy the 
circus.      

Beginning on November 26th through January 1st, Mooseheart will be 
hosting its 1st Annual Holiday Lights Drive Through Spectacular.  Given the 
natural beauty of our campus and the broad range of building architectural 
styles, we believe that Mooseheart is the ideal location for families to enjoy 
a winter nights light display.  The light show will consist of entertaining 
animated spectaculars, tree lighting, illuminated sculptures and lighting of 
architecturally significant buildings.  Sponsorship opportunities are available 
for fraternal units beginning at $1,300, with more information available at 
the Mooseheart Display Booth.   

Children, staff and programs have made the news headlines 
throughout the Chicagoland area during this past year.  Highlights include:  
Family Teacher Jesse Frank’s Father’s Day story in the Chicago Tribune, a 
basketball article featuring senior Jonell Crump, the Ohio Sports Complex 
Renovation, Safe Surf’n visit by Erik Estrada, the Maternity Home Concept 
and freshman, Oumaru Abdulahi jumping 6’ 7”, finishing 3rd in state track 
and field competition and breaking Mooseheart’s high jump record. 

We are three candles short on one of the biggest birthday cakes this 
fraternity will light in 2013.  The Mooseheart Centennial Committee has 
worked hard over the past year to select a logo, begin planning activities and 
events, putting together a line of memorabilia, and beginning work on a 
Centennial book.  One thing is certain; the weekend of July 27th will 
overflow with music, dance, good food, fireworks, circus performances, 
tours and lots of family activities for all those in attendance at the 100th 
anniversary celebration.     

James J. Davis and the Supreme Council had a vision in 1911 that the 
time was now to plan for the long-term care of the fraternity’s children in 
need by establishing the “Moose Institute”, with the name being changed 
later to Mooseheart.  Today we can see our positive impact on the precious 
young ones that are entrusted to our care and recognize the time is now to 
secure and protect future generations of children in need.  As we approach 
the 100th anniversary of a place simply known as “home” by more than 
12,000 children, the time is now to stand together and do what is right, do 
what is noble and do what takes sacrifice.  To accomplish the work that is 
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before us, to build our fraternity within your community, to provide rest for 
our seniors at Moosehaven and to protect the innocence of childhood at 
Mooseheart.  Together we have, together we are and together we will do the 
impossible, because THE TIME IS NOW. 

God Bless Mooseheart! 
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