
General Session 
Marion Friend 

2010 Nashville 

 

Walk With Me Through The Years 

Marion Friend 

 

  

Read by:  Marge Walsh, Past Grand Regent 

 
 

 

 

As Robert Louis Stevenson once said; (quote) “Everyone who got where he is had 

to begin where he was.” (unquote). 

 

If you will, please walk with me back in time to almost a half a century ago, to my 

beginning in the Women of the Moose.  It’s the 1960’s and my husband, myself, 

our two children had just moved from an area where I was born and had grown up, 

clear across the state to uncharted territory for us.  We were fortunate as we met 

some warm and caring neighbors who were members of the local Moose Lodge 

and Chapter.  They, of course, invited us to join them for activities at their Lodge 

and we ultimately became members.  We were so impressed with the various 

programs and activities that we immediately became active members and were 

asked to take leadership roles in the Lodge and Chapter. 
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As a newly elected officer, I remember the thrill and anticipation of attending the 

International Conference to be held at the Conrad Hilton Hotel in Chicago, Illinois.  

And at that time both the Loyal Order of Moose and the Women of the Moose 

were able to stay at that one Hotel and enjoy the camaraderie of being together.  As 

a fairly new co-worker I took in all of the meetings, events and dinners that I was 

entitled to attend.  It was an invaluable learning experience which reaped many 

future rewards. 

 

In the early 1970’s, how well I remember the thrill of watching the installation of 

our newly appointed International Officers.  We would sit in the first rows of the 

balcony of the Grand Ballroom of the Conrad Hilton Hotel where we would have 

the most perfect view.  It was truly an impressive rainbow of colors to please the 

most discerning pallet.  There was the pale blue of the incoming Academy of 

Friendship Board Members and the Dean as well as the deeper blue of the retiring 

Members and Dean.   (There was no Star Recorder Board at that time.)  Next was 

the pale yellow of the incoming College of Regents Board Members and their 

President with the orange of the retiring Board Members and President.  Pale 

purple was the color of the newly appointed Grand Council Members and a deeper 

shade of purple adorned the robes of the retiring Grand Council Members.  Adding 

to the symphony of colors was the white, red, and purple of the newly appointed 

Grand Regent as well as the white of the retiring Grand Regent.   This, co-workers, 

was truly a magnificent sight to behold! 

 

Imagine with me, my excitement to be chosen to lead my state as its Deputy Grand 

Regent for the 1976/1977 Chapter Year.  It was in July that my chapter co-workers 
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and I flew to Washington, DC to the International Conference where I was 

installed as Deputy for the state of Michigan.  That year our membership theme 

was “Be a Sweetheart - Sponsor Candidates.”  So all of us considered ourselves  

someone’s sweetheart! 

 

The years go by swiftly with wonderful fun themes during the 1980’s; Membership 

themes such as “Dial a Candidate” – telephone charm;  “Set Your Sails For 

Candidates” – sailboat charm;  “Ring Bells for Candidates” –bell charm;  “Buzz 

for Candidates” – bee charm; “Hitch Your Wagon to a Star” – covered wagon 

charm; “Color the Rainbow for Candidates” – rainbow charm; “Strike A Note for 

Candidates” - musical note charm; “Butterflies Add Beauty for Candidates” – 

butterfly charm; “Diamonds Are Forever for Candidates” – diamond shaped 

charm; “Hit the Jackpot for Candidates” – slot machine charm;  and in the chapter 

year 1990/1991 the theme was “Seek The Far Horizon Sponsor Candidates”  and 

for sponsoring two or more affiliated candidates during that campaign,  co-workers 

earned a brilliantly colored hot air balloon charm. 

 

Now the chapter year is 1991/1992 and my husband and I traveled to New Orleans, 

Louisiana to the International Conference where I was installed as a member of the 

International Academy of Friendship Board for a two-year term. This was also the 

year that the Star Recorder Board was conceived with two Board Members and a 

President, which added light green to our symphony of regalia colors. 

 

I was so very thrilled to be appointed to serve on an International Board that I 

could hardly believe it was true.  But true it was and I enjoyed working with two 
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great Deans and members of the Board as well as the International Executives at 

that time.  During the 1990’s our membership themes varied from “Be a Happy 

Clown and Sponsor Candidates” to “It Bears Repeating, Sponsor Candidates” and 

sponsor we did.  In fact , in 1998 we were “Proud As Peacocks” to be members of 

the Women of the Moose and sponsor candidates.  I was also proud as a Peacock to 

be appointed Dean of the International Academy of Friendship Board for a one 

year term. 

 

Now comes the years that we saw the birth of Ritual Competition between chapters 

added to our program.  And International Competition flourished then headed in 

another direction.  We saw numerous changes in meeting procedures, enrollment 

of candidates, and changes in dress code.  All of these were readily accepted by our 

co-workers because,  as you all know, Change is Good! 

 

With the turn of the century we did not blow up, fall apart, or even disintegrate as 

some had predicted we would.  Life went on, our computers changed over 

automatically as did our clocks and all important technology.  In 2001, we “Fanned 

Out and Walked with Each Other” to sponsor candidates.  After that we “Caught 

The Wave” and “Imagined The Possibilities” to sponsor candidates.  All the while 

adhering to the many changes proposed by our leaders.  2001 was the year I was 

appointed to serve a two year term on the Grand Council – talk about being on 

“Cloud Nine”  I was there! 

 

It was around this time the Women of the Moose joined with the Loyal Order of 

Moose in a common membership theme.  Since then we have “Imagined the 
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Possibilities”;  “Beyond Belief” and  currently “Be A Piece Of The Solution”.  

These have proven to be great and successful membership themes.   

 

We’ve come a long way with many changes in the short span of only 43 years and 

that is good!  Co-workers, change is good and changes will continue to be made in 

order to keep up with the times.  We certainly do not wish to have - lets say – 

Dentistry practiced the same manner that it was in the early 1900’s and we surely  

don’t care to travel from the east coast to the west coast of our great country by 

covered wagon the way the pioneers traveled.  Change is good, progress is 

necessary and is the life blood of our organization. 

 

As you walked with me from my beginning you could see that I had to begin 

where I was to get to where I am today.  For my fantastic journey since 1967, I 

thank each and every one of you.  From the beginning it has been a long journey of 

learning, serving, making friends, traveling, caring and sharing.  To the 

International Executives, Grand Regents, all the International Board and Grand 

Council Members, Deputies and co-workers I have been privileged to work with, 

as well as my family, thank you for your help, patience, understanding ways and 

your kindness.  I have never walked alone.  From my lips to your hearts – my most 

humble thanks and may God be with you.   

 

PLAY – YOU WILL NEVER WALK ALONE 

 

 Close with Walk Alone Crescendo 
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