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Good morning all.  It is my honor to welcome each and everyone to this, the joint grand opening 
of the 122nd Meeting of the Supreme Lodge, the 98th International Conference of the Women of 
the Moose and the 44th International Moose Legion Conference. This will be one of the busiest 
meetings of the Order.  
 
As Ann and I traveled throughout Moosedom this past year, many members said that they were 
looking forward to this convention in Nashville.  It is astounding that this meeting is even getting 
started, considering that the Gaylord Opryland Resort was flooded and heavily damaged during 
the weekend of May 1- 2.  
 
Thanks to the staff at Moose International, and the city of Nashville, we are able to have this 
convention in Music City USA as scheduled.  They have gone above and beyond any 
expectations of just 60 days ago. We welcome back those of you who have attended conventions 
in the past, and all of you attending for the first time.  It is a pleasure to share this stage with the 
Grand Regent of the Women of the Moose Wilma Chestnut, whom I have seen several times this 
past year during our travels. 
 
I gratefully thank this fraternity for giving me the pleasure of serving as Supreme Governor, and 
having the chance to travel throughout North America.  Ann and I have traveled from Florida to 
Alaska and from California to the Northeast.  From small lodges to big lodges, the men and 
women of the Moose are great.  I have seen a lot of enthusiasm.  We have met so many dedicated 
members who keep this fraternity moving along as we traveled through 32 states and visited 109 
lodges.  We have been welcomed with open arms, by warm and friendly Moose Lodge and 
Chapter members, at airports, Lodges and hotel/motels along the road.  
 
Our first trip on June 29, 2009 was to southern Illinois.  We flew into Cincinnati Ohio, then onto 
Evansville, IN, where we were picked up by DSG James Brewer, who with his wife and the 
Regional Manager Ron  Kozusek, and his wife, whisked us across Illinois - visiting 11 Lodges in 
four days, sending us home thru St. Louis, MO.  Wow what a fast trip that was.  
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On another trip, we arrived in Biloxi, MS approximately one half hour early.  Can you believe 
that?  Upon getting our luggage, Ann was looking out thru the glass doors and windows at some 
people carrying signs.  She asked me, what are they picketing?  I replied, I don’t know.  I then 
called Regional Mgr. Tommy Dupree, who came into the terminal to escort us out and lo and 
behold, the signs were welcoming us.  They then put us in a limo and with a sheriff escorting, 
and several moose riders following, we preceded to D’Iberville.  What a welcome.  I have at 
home the sign, which read, “Saladin’s country Cadillac.”  I believe that 80% of the city’s police 
and government officials were at the Lodge that night.  This is just one of many wonderful 
greetings and Lodge functions.  
 
One of the largest Moose functions we attended was the Pennsylvania Moose Association 
Annual Picnic, with approximately 1,500 members and families in attendance at Knoebel’s 
Grove park - which is a privately owned amusement park.  The association has one great 
stainless steel grilling machine on a trailer for hot dogs, hamburgers, brats, etc.  Ann and I were 
privileged to be first in the food line with several Mooseheart boys, whose bus stopped later at 
Danville Lodge where we had a pizza party.  What a day that was.   
While in Pennsylvania, I had the pleasure of visiting Little League headquarters in Williamsport, 
PA.  Because of my affiliation with Little League in Tampa, FL is the reason that I joined the 
Moose.  While visiting the Little League museum in the basement of the administration building, 
I saw a manikin with an older baseball shirt on with large letters across the front “MOOSE’.  The 
plaque related that a New Jersey Moose Lodge was the team sponsor in 1948.  I was still in 
middle school at that time.  
 
Also in our travels we visited several historic sites.  While in Silver Spring, MD Lodge on a 
Sunday morning for breakfast, the Lodge had hired a small tour bus to take us, and some 
members, into Washington, D.C.  The first stop we made was at the National Police Officers 
monument and wall that lists all peace officers killed in the line of duty - going back into the 
1800’s.  We presented a case of Tommy Moose to the tour guides to have for children when 
families of fallen police officers visit the wall, and find the name of their father, or sometimes 
mother.  I had not realized how many situations where the Tommy Moose now is being used.  
 
Another place we visited was in Grayling, MI, where a snow patrol person told of a nine year old 
girl on the ski slopes who got separated from her family and fell into a ravine, breaking her leg, 
and was crying very hard until a medic taped up the leg of a Tommy Moose and told her to take 
care of Tommy.  Her crying immediately stopped and she was airlifted out. 
 
 This is just a few of the outstanding events on this journey Ann and I have had this last year.  I 
just wish that I had time to tell about the many stories about community service projects 
throughout this great fraternity.  I’ll just name a couple such as “Meet me under the bridge”, and 
“pork chop pickup”. 
 
It was also such a great honor and a privilege to give the commencement address at the 
Mooseheart graduation ceremonies in the field house at Mooseheart.  There were twenty-four 
graduates.  What a great group of young men and women in that class.  Congratulations to all. 
 
The last trip of the year was to Alaska.  It took all day thru four time zones to reach Anchorage, 
Alaska from Tampa, FL.  It was a beautiful trip, and yes, we did actually see moose on a trip 
with Regional Manager Jim Reid and Alaska Moose Association Secretary B.J. Haas to Seward 
and back.  Every thing was great, until we were on a parade float in Palmer, Alaska that was 
sponsored by the Palmer Moose Lodge.  The parade was a big thing in the area celebrating 
Pioneer days.  It was great as we went by the reviewing stand and an announcer was introducing 
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each float and sponsor.  As we went by he said that we have with us the Supreme Governor of 
the Moose.  The Supreme Governor of the World, who has thirteen children and they all voted 
for him, no wonder he won the election.  As we finished the parade and the tow vehicle pulled in 
front of a business to let everyone off the float, and as we were getting off, the trailer float was 
unhooked and tipped, whereupon Ann fell and hurt her elbow, knee and other spots.  We were 
taken to a new regional hospital and received very good care.  Ann said the last time she was in a 
hospital in Alaska, fifty years ago, she went home with a baby girl named Cindy.  This time she 
went home with a broken elbow.  
 
I would like to thank each and everyone we have come in contact with this last year, and Jim 
Fleming for keeping me straight, and Jan Pedersen in Finance for keeping us on the go.  I could 
go on and on but we need to get on with the business of this convention.  I am looking forward to 
seeing and greeting all of you at the meetings, meals and the fun times whenever possible.  
THANK YOU EVERYONE !!! 
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