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Have you ever driven down the highway and observed the ditch filled with litter –and debris 
strewn all about – and said “Why don’t THEY do something about that?”  George can do it! 
 
Or walked by the neighborhood park overgrown with blackberry bushes and noticed the swing 
hanging from just one chain and the slide dented and rusty – and said “Why don’t THEY do 
something about that?”  And continued on muttering George can do it! 
 
Have you ever had a major devastating weather event – flood, hurricane, tornado, or a windstorm 
with 75 mph winds lasting several days, trees blown down, power outages lasting days or a week 
– and said “Why don’t THEY do something about that?”  Oh let George do it! 
 
Have you heard on the news that the Special Olympics Program in your area was folding because 
of lack of funding and volunteers – and said “THEY should do something about that?”  George 
can do it! 
 
Summertime brings Relay For Life events across our countries and the Terry Fox Run in Canada.  
Did you drive by your high school track and wonder what all those people were doing walking?  
And say to yourself – that’s okay let George do it! 
 
Do you know there are children in your communities that go hungry every day?  Let George 
worry about it. 
 
Has our society changed to the point that people expect others to do it, instead of stepping up to 
the plate and doing it themselves?  Does our society readily help one another?  Or do we sit back 
and grumble about things that should be done?   
 
Are you wondering what or who George is?  “Let George do it,” is an old tongue in cheek saying 
meaning let someone else do it?  The Astoria-Warrenton, Oregon Chamber of Commerce, where 
I’m from, annually gives out “George Awards” to deserving groups or individuals who give their 
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time and energy to the betterment of their community.  The “doers” don’t wait for George to DO 
IT but make a difference in the lives of others. 
 
When was the last time you bent down and picked up a dropped paper towel in the ladies room at 
your Moose Home?  Or walked down the aisle in your grocery store and picked up an ear of corn 
that had rolled off the produce display case?  Is it always someone else’s responsibility?  Can’t 
we just do something nice to prevent someone else from having an accident?  There are lots of 
individuals that do this every time they observe something out of place.  Wouldn’t it be nice if 
more people were this way?   
 
Many members put aside their own burdens to help others in their community every day; 
imagine if every member did the same.  Are we not united in a close fraternal relationship 
devoted to charitable activities?  As members of the Women of the Moose, we are dedicated to 
bringing communities closer together and celebrating life.  The time is now!  Seize the moment 
and take on a project in your community.   
 
John Wooden once said, “You can't live a perfect day without doing something for someone who 
will never be able to repay you.” 
 
Be George and adopt a stretch of highway, river walk or local hiking trail.  Have your 
chapter/lodge name posted at that location – Adopted by LaPine WOTM. 
 
Be George and adopt a neighborhood park.  Repair or replace the deteriorated playground 
equipment, paint and repair the outfield fences for your local Little League Park.  Post your name 
on one of those fences – Sponsored by St. Helens WOTM. 
 
Be George and become a Moose Alert Center.  Designate your lodge as a safe harbor or 
evacuation site in case of an emergency.  Open your doors as a feeding station or warming 
location.  People in your community will remember the generosity of Junction City Chapter & 
Lodge long after the effects of the storm have passed. 
 
Be George - come to the rescue of Special Olympics.  Fundraisers might include spaghetti 
dinners or taco feeds or silent auctions.  Donate shirts to each Special Olympian with your 
chapter’s name on it.  They will be proud wearers of your shirt and your community will know 
you helped out.  As a fraternity, Moose will sponsor the 2010 National Softball Games in 
Lincoln, Nebraska later this month and regional softball events in the summer of 2011 with a 
regional game being played on the Mooseheart campus.  Please support this Moose/Special 
Olympics partnership. 
 
Be George – Many communities sponsor an annual Relay For Life event to help Celebrate, 
Remember, and Fight back to find a cure for cancer.  Plan early to sponsor your own team.  Hold 
fundraising raffles, baked sales or bazaars throughout the year.  Advertise your team sponsorship 
with shirts for all team members – Will Walk For Money – Astoria Chapter, Proud Relay For 
Life team. 
 
Be George – Start a Backpack Program in your community.  Backpacks are provided for children 
from low income families filled with food and snacks to feed a family of 4 over the weekend.  
For many children the only meals they eat each day are those provided at school.  This program 
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helps feed them on the weekend too.  Stencil your chapter/lodge name on each backpack for 
recognition in your community. 
 
Many states and provinces, including my home state of Oregon, require high school seniors to 
complete a Senior Project that includes 50 hours of community service.  Your offer of assistance 
to your local high school to help these young people would be greatly appreciated.  What a 
wonderful opportunity to encourage young people to be ‘givers’ instead of ‘receivers’ or 
‘takers’!   
 
While Grand Chancellor Barb said Mooseheart and Moosehaven are our “first Community 
Service priorities,” does your Fraternal Unit get involved in enough Community Service to bring 
real recognition to your Moose home?  Let’s ponder the question, “Would your community miss 
the Moose if it wasn’t there?”  I hope the answer in all cases would be YES.  However, I fear too 
many would answer NO.  Don’t be invisible in your community but rather create a Be George 
inspirational difference! 
 
When you do a project, make a big splash – call attention to yourselves – let everyone know you 
are there.  Community Service as a chapter and/or lodge brings recognition to our Moose 
Fraternity, so we won’t be just another name on a community organization register.   
  
I heard Grand Chancellor Barb McPherson once state, “We don’t have problems, we have 
opportunities!”  Co-workers, every obstacle presents an opportunity to improve our condition.  
Even the most visible boulders can be moved.  The needs in your community become the 
opportunities for you to implement successful fundraisers, meet new people, strengthen our 
membership, and spread the good news of the Moose.  Our members give of their personal time 
and money to make a difference in their local community.  The greatest gift of all is the gift of 
your time.  There is no better time than the present to get started.   
 
So, what are you waiting for? 
Don’t wait - Be GEORGE.  
 
We, as Moose members, are the George’s of the world and THEY – WE   will get it done!  The 
Time is NOW! 
 
My two years on the Grand Council is rapidly coming to a close – I just hate that.  But – as I 
must go – I thank the International Executives for their trust, confidence and understanding of 
me and my sense of humor – and for the opportunity to once again serve Mooseheart and 
Moosehaven at this level.  It has been a memorable and rewarding experience.  I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my travels for this fraternity and the opportunity to work with the Grand Council, 
International Boards, and two fantastic Grand Regents – Marion and Wilma. I will always 
cherish the new friendships I have made.  Each of you has become very special to me.  To the 
co-workers and chapters of the great State of Oregon and the co-workers of my chapter, Astoria, 
thank you for your continued friendship and support.  That’s what friends are for and I love all of 
you.  
 
Remember, the gifts you give to others are the gifts you give yourself.  For the joy you receive 
from the giving is more than enough reward. 
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