
Academy of Friendship Recognition Dinner 
 
The Academy of Friendship Recognition Dinner should be held in August to correspond with 
Academy of Friendship month on the annual Chapter calendar.  This event provides an ideal 
opportunity to honor those Co-workers who hold this degree.  It would also be appropriate to make 
any newly conferred Co-workers the “guests of honor” for the event.   
 
 
History: 
 
In 1927, Warren G. Harding, the 29th President of the United States and an enthusiastic member of 
the Loyal Order of Moose, held a reception honoring the Supreme Council, which was meeting in 
Washington, D.C.  First Lady Florence Harding, after listening to her husband discuss the work of the 
fraternity and the purpose of the Fellowship Degree of Honor, suggested organizing a similar degree 
for the Co-workers of the Women of the Moose.  Soon after, the Friendship Degree of the Women of 
the Moose was born. 
 
The first Friendship Degree conferral ceremony, written by the late Agnes O’Hara of Greater Chicago, 
IL Chapter 129, was presented at the 1934 Women of the Moose Conference in Chicago.  Margaret 
Johnson, who was Senior Regent of Greater Chicago Chapter 129, designed the ceremonial robes 
worn by the Degree Staff.  Grand Chancellor Emeritus Katherine Smith designed a hat that was worn 
to complete the costume.  It had five points, which symbolized the work of the members:  
Mooseheart, Moosehaven, Chapter Development, Charity Service and the Mooseheart Laboratory. 
 
Through the years, the conferral ceremony has been updated to meet the increased attendance, but 
the main format is still the same as the original version.  Of sentimental value is the fact that some of 
the items still being used in the ceremony were designed by young Mooseheart students and 
Mooseheart mothers in the early 1930’s. 
 
Of the three degrees of the Women of the Moose, the Academy of Friendship has the largest 
membership.  A Co-worker must earn and be conferred with this degree before she can qualify for the 
Star Recorder and College of Regents degrees.  The Friendship Degree is also the only degree that 
is conferred at State/Provincial Mid-Year Conferences, in addition to a conferral during the annual 
Women of the Moose International Conference.  Nearly 1,300 Co-Workers are conferred with this 
degree each year.    
 
 
Decorations: 
 
The official colors of the Academy of Friendship are powder blue and gold.  Table centerpieces could 
feature light blue and white flowers with gold rings depicting the never-ending gift of friendship that 
our fraternity offers to the communities we serve, especially Mooseheart and Moosehaven. 
 
A copy of the history of the degree could be placed at each table setting.  It could be printed on 
parchment paper, rolled and tied with a blue ribbon or gold ring.     
 
 
Invitations: 
 
In addition to all Friendship Degree holders who hold active membership in the Chapter, invitations 
should be extended to the Boards of Officers of both the Lodge and the Chapter.  Additional 



invitations can be sent to degree holders from surrounding Lodges and Chapters, as well as the 
Deputy Grand Regent for the state/province and any International appointees. 
 
 
Dinner Program: 
 
Have the evening’s emcee give a brief history of the degree.  Each Friendship Degree holder in 
attendance should be introduced, including the year in which the Co-worker was conferred with the 
degree.  A keynote speaker would certainly be appropriate.  If the Chapter has one or more Co-
workers who have been newly conferred with the Friendship Degree, she/they should be given the 
opportunity to make some comments as the “guests of honor”. 


